
REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER T7,2022

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 17th of November 2022
at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman
Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Alex Danon, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also, present were Building
lnspector Robert Wallner, Zoning Board Member Ryan Reid, Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins,
and several members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Danon to approve the minutes
ofthe Regular Meeting and the minutes ofthe Public Hearings held on November 3,2OZZ.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman
Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, abstain,

CORRESPONDENCE

Public Hearing notice from the Town of Montgomery on 71/30/22 for Mobile Food Vehicles. Reporton
Climate Smart Resilience Priorities was received on 7L/07 /22.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Events

Donna Barczak and Kathryn Hupczey, representing Vision of Wallkill were present to provide an update

on the "Holidays in the Hamlet". Ms. Hupczey explained that the sponsorships and generous donations

have been overwhelming. Many residents and businesses are excited to be a part ofthe "marketplace".

Ms. Barczak advised that the Lions Club is providing quotes for the wreaths and tree. Councilman

Dewitt reported that he spoke to a local tree service company who offered to put the wreaths and tree

decorations up. He advised that this needs to be done by December 3'd. Councilman Dewitt provided

the contact information to Ms. Hupczey and recommended she contact the vendor directly to a8ree to a

date. Supervisor Valk inquired if the contractor is willing to come and take the wreaths and decorations

down as to not run into a problem like last year. Ms. Barczak reported that there has been a lot of
excitement for the event on the Vision Wallkill Facebook page. Ms. Hupczey reported that there will be

vendors, food, a D.J. and local choral groups. She asked that if anyone knew of any musicians who

would like to perform, tell them they are welcome. Mr. Hupczey thanked the Town Board for their

su p po rt.
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Donna Barczak inquired if the Town Board could place some sort of signage for residents to locate the

Community Room. She stated that many people don't know how to get in. Many events are held there

and some type of signage on the door would be helpful.

Knolls Road Driveway

Supervisor Valk explained that the driveway issue for the Pellegrino Sorice property on Knolls Road had

previously been discussed by the Town Board. The matter was sent to the Town Attorney for an

opinion. He explained that the Town Board needs to reach a consensus. Councilman Miller stated that

there was no note on the approved subdivision map for the driveway location. ln 1986 the locations for

the improvements were only conceptual. supervisor valk noted that a policy was adopted by the
planning Board on November 26, 2006 that driveways needed to be located on the maps. Mr. valk

stated that prior to that policy there were a lot of driveways that were moved.

Chairman Mark Watkins stated that he disagrees because the house was built in 2022. He stated that in

the past seventeen years the previous Highway Superintendent and Building lnspector allowed these

typesofthingstohappen. Presently there are people in these positions that are doing their jobs. He

inquired at what point can they do their jobs. Supervisor Valk noted that in 2006 the houses were

located, not the driveways. Since then, there were many improvements that were moved. Followed by

a lengthy discussion, councilman Miller stated, after reviewing the issues with the 1987 site plan

approval, those were the rules in effect at that time. There was no stipulation that needed to be

followed. Building lnspector Robert Wallner reported that the driveway is reasonably close to where it

was proposed. Councilman Miller stated that it is his opinion the site plan in 1987 should be followed.

Councilman Dewitt stated that the owner got a driveway permit, a buildlng permit and certificate of

occupancy from former employees of the Town. The only issue was the driveway permit was not closed

out. Councilman Amthor stated that the current Hi8hway Superintendent was doing his job by

reviewing the location ofthe driveway. The elevation was the reason it was moved, how can we go back

and change it now, it was built as per the former Highway Superintendent. Councilman Danon stated

his concern is with the locations on the map. Mr. Sorice explained that the reason his engineer changed

the location from the map was because it was better site distance. Mr. Watkins stated that the new

Highway Superintendent realized that the permit was not closed out and there was a complaint from a

neighbor. The maps and locations were reviewed. Mrs. Sorice explained that she called the Town to

close out all of the permits, she did not know the driveway permit was not closed out. Building

lnspector Wallner explained that the homeowners did nothing wrong. Mr. Sorice stated he has made

every attempt to keep the peace with the neighbor. He would like to move forward and get this matter

resolved. Zoning Board member Ryan Reid explained that there is case law that the applicant must

submitplansall over a nd the Town could go back and not issue a certificate of occupancy. Supervisor

valk stated that the Town Board would like to rectify what is in front of them presently, he does not feel

like they should go back to 1987. Councilman Danon inquired if the former Highway Superintendent

issued the permit on site. Mr. Sorice stated that the driveway was staked and approved. Mr. Watkins

stated that the new Highway Superintendent does his job where the former one
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did not go out and do his. Building lnspector Wallner stated that the lack of due diligence is the not

owner/s problem. Councilman Miller stated that the issue should be how the present Highway

Superintendent wants to handle this, not the applicants. He feels this matter should be tabled to give

time to talk to Mr. Blazeski and get his position. Mr. Sorice stated that the present Highway

Superintendent has stated that he does not have any issues with the driveway in terms of it being a

hazard. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to table this

matter until the December meeting so Mr. Blazeski can be consulted with.

VOTE: A[t AYE.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

SUPERVISOR,S REPORT

The Supervisor's Report for October 2022 was received.

TOWN CTERK REPORT

The Town clerk's Report for September 2022, for S25,483.29 was received.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

No report.

POLICE CHIEF

No report.

LIASION TO HIGHWAY

Funding

Supervisor Valk advised that he has received notification and an application from the New York State

Department of Tra nsportatio n for bridges and culverts. He feels that the Town should apply even

though it takes years before you get the funding. Mr. Valk advised that he will talk to Highway

Superintendent Blazeski about applying.

Signage

Supervisor Valk advised that the new entrance signs have started to go up this past week. Therewasa

delay as the employee who is in charge of signs has been out on Workman's Compensation.

TIASION TO PUBTIC SAFETY

Emergency Services

Supervisor Valk advised that he has received notification from Ulster County for the second update of

the 2009 M ulti-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. Mr. Valk is requesting the Public Safety Committee
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look at this and see if we would like to participate. This should be done by the end of the year.

Councilman Danon stated that by doing this, the Town would be eligible for points toward the Climate-

Smart Planning Project as well.

WATER & SEWER

No report.

PARKS

Popp Park

Supervisor Valk reported that the pavilion project is still being worked on.

Verkeerderkill & Galeville Park

Councilman Dewitt reported that the water has been shut off and drained at both parks for the winter.

Restrooms are closed.

SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

Street Lights

Councilman Danon reported that he has requested Central Hudson to fix several street lights.

Supervisor Valk advised that he will be meeting with his contact next week.

RECREATION

No report.

TRANSFER STATION

Re-cycling

Supervisor Valk reported that he attended a County Supervisors meetin8 last week. The RRA was

present and distributed pamphlets and flyers on recycling. M r. Valk is suBgesting that some of this

information be put on the Town website.

Grounds
Councilman Danon reported that a larBe area has been cleaned up, and the site is ready for the

containers. Supervisor Valk stated that the Police Chief was able to purchase a pallet jack that will have

the ability to move the containers.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.
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BUITDINGS

Supervisor Valk reported that Building lnspector Wallner has done a study of the handicapped

accessibility of Town Hall. He will be submitting a report to the Town Board.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Councilman Amthor announced that the new Beck's Hardware Store is open. He encouraged all

residents to support them.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Knolls Road - Driveway
Discussed under Privilege of the Floor.

Solar Array

Councilman Miller inquired with Chairman Watkins if the issue brought forward at the last Town Board

meeting was resolved. Mr. Watkins explained that Rich Hoyt, Robert Wallner and himself were all in

agreement to send a letter stating that the trees needed to be replanted and the mesh installed. He

sent the letter stating when that was done, a Certificate of Occupancy would be issued.

NEW BUSINESS

Supervisor Valk explained that the newly planned restaurant at 33 Wallkill Avenue is applying for a

liquor license to New York State. He further explained that the Town has the option to waive a thirty-

day hold, which has been done in the past. Followlng a brief discussion, a motion was made by

Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to waive the thirty day hold for DosAmigos ll.

VOTE: AtL AYE.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 20 738-875 s249,160.98

HIGHWAY 20 447-458 5100,603'88

WATER 20 110-115 s 15,887.20

SEWER 20 L92-798 5 L8,652.47

TRUST & AGENCY 15 86-95 5 L,472.5O
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A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt for the following

Budget Transfers:

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

A12ZO.200

A2680

A2680

A2555

A2070

A5132.400

DA2665

ss81020.200
sss99
ss8120.400
A1.360.400

A1625.410

TO DECREASE

TO INCREASE

TO INCREASE

TO INCREASE

TO INCREASE

TO DECREASE

TO INCREASE

TO DECREASE

TO INCREASE

TO DECREASE

TO DECREASE

TO DECREASE

A1220.400

43120.400

A3120.100

A3620.400

A7310.100

A1990.400

DA1420.400

ss8120.400
ss8130

ss8110.400
A1360.400

A1.990.400

S s29.99

5 22,OL7.8O

s 6,378.30

s 1,100.00

s 1,s00.00

s 4,000.00

5 6,200.00

S 2,12s.00

5 80,000.00

S 5,ooo.oo

s 20.00

S 3,ooo.oo

VOTE: A[t AYE.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to adjourn the Regular

Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

VOTE: ALt AYE.

Jane P. Rascoe, Town Clerk


