
REGUTAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 1,2022

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at L4 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 1't of September 2022 at
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Alex Danon, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also, present were Highway

Superintendent Rich Blazeski, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Building lnspector Robert Wallner, Planning

Board chairman Mark Watkins and several members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on August t8,2022.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, abstain, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from Stenger, Diamond & Glass on 8/22/22 on behalf of the Oyster &

Clam Bar at the Bruynswick lnn with regard to application for an on-premises liquor license located at

2162 Bruynswick Road.

PRIVII.EGE OF THE FLOOR

Robert Mooney/Historical Society
Mr. Mooney reminded the Town Board that he made a presentation on the Historical Society's activities

earlier in the year. He was asked to speak with the board again at budget time. He stated that for many

years, the Town provided $2,000 each year that assisted with the expenses. At some point the funding

dried up and he is now formally requesting that the Town Board consider providing the support again.

Mr. Mooney explained that the Historical Society owns two buildings, the Museum and the Knights of
Pythias Hall. They provide education and history throughout the year to students and the public. On

September 7th, they will be discussing Marion Borden and what she did for the village (town). They are
involved in the planning of the City Winery project and hopefully will have space in the main building to
provide programs. They are working with the Vision of Wallkill and will be providing programs at the
Weekend of Wallkill. The group is also working on a signage program with New York State on the Rail

Trail. They are working with a New Paltz group which will highlight history on our section of the Rail

Trail. Mr. Mooney shared that their yearly expenses were $5,408.72. Liability lnsurance alone is 53,000
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and they just were notified that the premium will increase by 51,406.00. He stated that the group is all

volunteer and hopes the Town Board will consider their efforts and reinstate the funding. Supervisor

Valk stated that the Town Board can contract for services and will be in touch with him. Councilman

Miller inquired if the group was a 503C. Mr. Mooney advised they are.

Knolls Road

Mr. & Mrs. Pellegrino addressed the Town Board with a driveway issue they are having. Mr. Pellegrino

explained that they built a house, have a final certificate of occupancy and have been living there for

four months. He explained that they got all the required permits and did everythinB they understood

was correct. Supervisor Valk explained to the Town Board members that on the approved final map that

was filed in Ulster County, the location ofthe driveway was in a different location. He advised that he

has spoken to the Town Attorney and waiting for a legal interpretation. The Pellegrino's advised that

the original subdivision map was approved in the 80's. They had the property surveyed and engineered

with the house and driveway laid out. Mr. Pellegrino explained that there was a hill with wires where

the original driveway was placed, so the engineer moved the improvements. The top half of the

driveway was blacktopped prior to him finding out that there was an issue. He was not aware of this

issue and has come to the Town Board to resolve.

Mr. Frank Reiss approached the Town Board and advised he is the neighbor directly across from the

driveway. He stated that the driveway is an annoyance and is in violation ofthe filed map. Mr. Reiss

stated there are legal issues relating to the deed restrictions. He stated the driveway is 150' feet off

from the approved location. Mr. Reiss stated that the purpose of Planning Board review is to site the

house and driveway. ln his opinion, the former Highway Superintendent never looked at the original

map. He stated that if the Town Board wants to ignore the Planning Board, it would be their
prerogative.

Highway Superintendent Blazeski stated he has not seen the final map. He needs to see that map so he

can scale the driveway off; it looks to be approximately 1.20'feet off. Mr. Pellegrino submitted the map

to Mr. Blazeski and showed the driveway location. Mr. Reiss stated that the driveway was moved after

they moved into the house.

Councilman Dewitt inquired what is looked at when an inspection is made for the driveway pipe. He

explained that if they don't have the correct map, then maybe procedures will need to be changed.

Building lnspector wallner noted that the driveway permit was not closed out. Mrs. Pellegrino

explained that they paid to have the property re-surveyed and change the placement of the house and

driveway. Chairman Watkins stated that the map shown was not the map approved by the Plannin8

Board. Following a discussion on maps, dates, locations and procedures, Supervisor Valk advised that

the situation cannot be resolved tonight. Mr. & Mrs. Pellegrino explained that they had the property re-

engineered and surveyed; they thought they did everything by the book. councilman Danon explained

that it seems they had bad advice. These changes should have gone back to the Planning Board for

approval, that was the step that was missed. Councilman Miller inquired who had the authority to make

changes to the original subdivision map, and that they should be the ones to return to the Planning

Board to explain how they were able to make changes. lt appears that there are two sets of plans with
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two driveway locations on the same day. Supervisor Valk stated the parties will have to get together to
decide what the options are.

Transfer Station

Mr. Andy Ghiorse advised the Town Board that since Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency has

increased their feesby 7Yo, he is suggesting that our Town raise fees. He stated the increase may help

Bet things cleaned up and possibly hire an assistant which would help improve the overall operation.

SupervisorValk stated thattheyare requesting 5115 perton from S1.05. He stated thls will be

considered when they are working on the budget.

stein Road - Sinsabaugh Road

Mrs. Patricia Carluccio approached the Town Board to advise how pleased she is that the boulder is

gone and all the remnants are also gone. She extended her appreciation and suggested that grass seed

be put down to stabilize the area around the pond. Mrs. Carluccio explained that Sinsabaugh Road is a

nightmare. she feels it needs to be fixed immediately.

Wallkill Avenue
Mr. Tony Martino approached the Town Board to discuss the parking problems on Wallkill Avenue. Mr.

Martino explained that cars are still parking in front of houses for hours to weeks at a time. There are

tenants parking on Wallkill Avenue instead of in the parking lot. SupervisorValk inquired if he was

suggesting to impose limited parking. Henotedthatcarsareparkingrightunderthe"noparkingsign".
Mr. Valk advised that the Police Committee will discuss the issue. Mr. Martino inquired as to the status

of the one-hour parking signs that was discussed at one time. Councilman Miller stated that it was

discussed in the past but as he recalls, there was opposition. Police Chief Marlatt stated that it would be

a problem to keep track of how long cars were parked to enforce one hour parking. Councilman Danon

suggested that if a ticket was issued once, that it would send a message not to park there. Mr. Martino

suggested that warnings should be given, people just need to be respectful. Most ofthe business

customers are in and out, it's the tenants who are the problem.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported the following:

Staffing
The crew is down two men. He wishes to hire summer temporary help to assist with cleaning up and

getting the equipment ready. He is hiring Noah Bott at 515.00 per hour who will start on Tuesday,

September 6, 2022.

Stein Road

They are workinB on a stabilization plan.
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River Road

Project currently at a standstill waiting for the box culvert to be built. He will give an update when he

gets the status next week. A list of supplies, procedures and road closures will be included.

Valley View Drive
A survey will be needed to determine the course of action.

DeGroodt Subdivision

Central Hudson is not willing to move the utilities from the snow storage area.

Sutco did the majority ofwork on AuBust 22-24th in the hamlet. Schrempp Lane Extension, Hoagerburgh

and Yarwood will get a binder course. They will be back to oil & chip and seal those roads. Depending

on the finances, St. Elmo may be included.

Budget

51-10.4 needs to be reviewed with the Town Board

POTICE CHIEF

Police Chief Marlatt reported the following:

Vehicles

Still waiting from Buyer Fleet for a status.

Staffing
Part- and Full-time positions need to be filled. The Police Committee will be meeting next week to set

up interviews. Crossing Guards and SROS are ready for the start of school next week.

Burn Ban

Thankful for the burning ban the Town Board put into effect. The PBA collected water, socks, granola

bars and ice for the firefighters that were battling the fires on the mountain. Councilman Amthor

matched their donation, which delivered the Fire Department.

Locksmith

Contacted a locksmith for the Town Hall Annex, we are on a waiting list.

Wallkill school contract
Supervisor Valk advised that the issue is not resolved yet. He supplied the Assistant Superintendent

with revisions which they are considering.

LIASION TO HIGHWAY

Discussed under Highway Superintendent Report.

TIASION TO PUBLIC SAFETY

Discussed under Police Chief.

Mountain Fire

Highway Superintendent Blazeski suggested that Fire Chiefs Greer and LoCicero be consulted about the

fire on the mountain. He advised that the DEC Rangers are letting it burn using resources from Wallkill
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and Walker Valley. They are not interested in putting the fire out. He feels it is problematic usin8 the

taxpaye/s resources and equipment on state property.

WATER & SEWER

No report.

PARKS

Popp Park

Supervisor Valk advised that he is meeting with the Town Engineer next week to determine a start date

for the upgrades to the pavilion.

Field use

Councilman Dewitt advised that he has spoken to the teams who use the fields with regard to the

enforcement of the Field Use Policy for the parks. He has not received anything in writing as of yet.

They have been advised that when applying for a waiver, they will need to supply the Town Board with a

registration form and fee, a team roster, and a schedule of when the games will be played. This is the

criteria that will be considered.

SIDEWATKS/tIGHTING

Councilman Amthor advised that he has put together a list of seven sections of sidewalks in the hamlet

that are slated for repairs. The repairs will be blacktop, not concrete. He will be obtaining price quotes.

There is a total of 520,000 that can be spent for these repairs.

RECREATION

Halloween
Councilman Dewitt reported that he is working with Charlie Garrison's daughter on a Trunk or Treat at

Verkeerderkill Park on October 30th from 12-3 p.m. He is requesting Town Board approval for the

location and time of event for the flyer. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by

Councilman Danon to approve october 30,2022from 12-3 p.m. for Trunk or Treat.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

TRANSFER STATION

Discussion held under Privilege of the Floor.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.
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BUITDINGS

Supervisor Valk and Councilman Miller will be meeting at the Town Hall Annex to discuss plans for
renovations.

ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Local Law #5

Supervisor Valk advised that Ulster County Planning Board comments were just received today. Any

action on this law will be tabled.

NEW BUSINESS

[andfill Post Closure Monitoring
Supervisor Valk explained that a proposalwas received from Sterling Environmental Engineering. Mr.
Valk explained that there are two more years to go under the original thirty-year plan. Councilman

Miller stated that the proposal was found to be standard and in line. The total cost ofthe estimate for
2022 is $6,745. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Danon to
authorize Supervisor Valk to sign the agreement.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Ulster County Environmental Management Council

Supervisor Va lk explained that a letter was received regarding the re-appointment of Chairman Dave

Haldeman. Mr. Haldeman's term is up and a new appointment must be made. A motion was made by

Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to re-appoint Dave Haldeman as the appointee

to the Council from the Town of Shawangunk.

VOTE: AtL AYE.

scoping session

SupeNisor Valk advised the board members that there will be a Scoping Session held by the Planning

Board on September 6th regarding the Lewis Donnelly project on the former Titus property. The

proposal is for 93 units along the Rail Trail. He encouraged the members to attend.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.
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ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL ls 639-680 s397,786.60
HTGHWAY 15 346-359 5 40,233.1.4

WATER 15 81-83 s 1,316.37

SEWER 15 !40-152 5 19,207.22

A motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid as

aud ited.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe, Town Clerk




