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Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, county of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 14th July 2022 at 7:00

P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, andTown ClerkJane Rascoe. councilman Danon was excused. Also, presentwere

Highway Superintendent Rich Blazeski, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Building lnspector Robert Wallner,

and several members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on June 16, 2022.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from: Town of Shawangunk Planning Board on 6/8/22 regarding Donnelly

Positive Declaration, Town of Montgomery Notice of Solar Siting Public Hearing on 7 /7 /22, Pine Bush

Fire District Notice of Special Meeting on 7 /26/22, Ulster County Municipal Sewer & Water Grant

Program on7/7 /22.

DICK PARKER AWARD PRESENTATION

Supervisor Valk explained that Mr. Bob Garrison, representing the Southern Ulster Rotary Club,

approached the Town Board several months ago with the idea of starting a program to recognize
members of the community for their volunteerism. The awa rd was inspired by the long-time dedication
of community service by Mr. Parker. lt was agreed that on a quarterly basis, the Town Board would
nominate a resident for this award.
Councilman Amthor explained that without hesitation there was mutual agreement by the Town Board
and the Southern Ulster Rotary Club that the resident who most stood out for her community service
was Joanne Warren. M r. Amthor further explained that the plaque would be hung in the lobby of the
Town Hall. Councilman Amthor and the Town Board presented a plaque to Ms. Warren as the third
quarter recipient of the Dick Parker Award for her faithful service to the community.
Supervisor Valk added that not only does Joanne plant and water flowers each year by the Rail Trail, the
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triangle at the intersection, and various other locations in town, she is also receiving the Local

Champions Award from the Climate Smart Committee this year. Mr. Garrison was present to offer his

congratulations. Ms. Warren thanked the Town Board and photographs were taken of the presentation.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Climate Smart Committee

Joanne Warren advised the Town Board that along with her work on the Climate Smart Committee, a

liaison from the Town Board needs to be appointed. SupervisorValk agreed to appointthat person

sho rtly.

Kobbs Korner Road

Peter & Joyce Hamblin from 14 Kobbs Korner Road inquired with the Town Board what the property

behind theirs was zoned for. They inquired if it was agricultural zoning. Supervisor Valk explained that it

was a RA Zone and explained the allowable uses. Mr. Hamblin advised that he was told by the Town

that it was residential. Mr. Valk further explained that he believes it is in the Ridge zone and farming can

take place if it is a legitimate agricultural operation. He further explained that New York State

Department of Agriculture & Markets makes those determinations. Mr. Hamblin expressed his

frustration that he can't get answers. Building lnspector Robert Wallner confirmed that the building

permits for the property in question are all in order. Mrs. Hamblin questioned how could that have

been done so q uickly.

Following a brief recess, Mrs. Hamblin returned to the meeting to share an email she received from the

Building tnspector. At that time, he advised them that they should file a formal complaint. Mrs.

Hamblin explained that the property owners are using a shed as a meeting place on a private dead end

road. She explained that tractor trailers go up and down the road, which is infringing on their life. She

further explained that at 5:15 a.m. one morning they awoke to cement trucks going up and down the

road. After the seventh truck, they called to question specifics about the permit for the house that was

under construction. That is when she learned that the shed and barn were also on the permit. The

permits were expired, and the barn that was built is now bigger than their house. They have meetings

twice a week from 6-9:30 p.m. with cars going up and down the road. She does not feel this is right, and

if the Town Board can't do anything about it, she will be Setting a lawyer. Mrs. Hamblin further

explained that she has called the town and is documenting all of the activities occurring on the property.

Mrs. Hamblin explained the issues they are having to live with. She further explained that the dust and

traffic on the road is making their life impossible. They have lived there for twenty years and never had

to deal with these types of problems.

zoning, allowable uses, and inspections were discussed. Police chief Marlatt explained that the goal of

thetownistogetpeopletocomeintocompliance.Theprivateroadandshareddrivewayswere
discussed. Mrs. Hamblin inquired why the Clagg's were aliowed to burn during the state burn ban She

stated that they are destroying her life. Highway superintendent Blazeski explained that because he is a

farmer, he knows that according to New York state Ag & Markets, farmers are allowed to burn during

the ban as this regulation supersedes the burn ban. The procedures reSarding the main residence and

accessory buildings were reviewed. lt was discussed that someone can live in a travel trailer for 180
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days. Mrs. Hamblin stated that she has been dealing with all these issues since April and can't continue

to live with them. She stated that if the Town Board can't help resolve them, she has no choice but to
hire an attorney. Supervisor Valk encouraged Mrs. Hamblin to consult with an attorney and investigate
what their options are.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

SUPERVISOR REPORT - TOWN CTERK REPORT

The Supervisor's Report for June 2022 was received. TheJune 2022 Town Clerk's Report for 550,071.15
was received.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported the following:

Logging Bond Release

Highway Superintendent Blazeski recommended the S1500.00 Logging Bond posted on 8/L8/27be
released. The final inspection was completed and was approved. A motion was made by Councilman

Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to release the Logging Bond to Greene Lumber Company.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

River Road Bridge Culvert
Highway Superintendent Blazeski explained that he agrees with the recommendation of the Town

Engineer to award the contract to LHV Precast. He further explained that there was some confusion and

the bid from LHV Precast came in the next day. Since this is the only bidder and it is imperative to move
forward, he is recommending the Town Board proceed. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and

seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the bid submitted by LHV Precast for the amount of
562,610.00 for TSW-222 Box Culvert for River Road.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

General Updates
Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported that crack sealing was completed on various streets. The
parking lot at the Town Hall was included.
The Stein Road purchase order was submitted. He is currently waiting for the contractor to start. Mr.
Blazeski advised that Councilman Dewitt accompanied him to the site recently. They observed that area
has eroded quite a bit. The hope is that they reach bedrock and can proceed with the plan.
Viola, Lavoletta, First, Second, Third and Fourth Streets willget fog sealed.
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Documents for the two new trucks were sent in last week and are on order'

He is looking for another solution other than patch paving, which has issues. He may have to rent

another machine to continue. He will come up with a better plan prior to oil and chipping later in the

season. The highway crew had last week off'

POLICE CHIEF

SRO Contract
police Chief Marlatt reported that following the discussion at the last Town Board meeting, he obtained

a copy of plattekill,s contract with the school District. He spoke to the Assistant superintendent about

his concerns with addressing school closings and cancellations. Mr. Marlatt explained that when officers

are scheduled, they generally are working per diem. lf school is cancelled at the last minute, the officer

is out of work for that day. His major concern with the contract is if school is shut down for extended

periodsof time. SupervisorValk advised that he will discuss this further with the school district and

attempt to come up with some type of emergency contingency'

Staffing
Chief Marlatt advised that he has been discussing staffing and coverage with the Police Committee.

They have an interview scheduled in preparation for the new school year'

Various

chief Marlatt reported that New York state is adding new laws, compliance standards, and unfunded

mandates that is taking away from patrol time'

LIASION TO HIGHWAY

Discussed under Highway Superintendent Report'

LIASION TO PUBTIC SAFETY

Discussed under Police Chief.

WATER & SEWER

SuperVisorVaIkreportedthatnegotiationsWiththepropertyownerforsewerserviceonRoute20S
I .ontinues. Ulster county sent confirmation to the Town Board that 5500,000.00 would be provided for

the sewer extension on Route 208'

PARKS

Galeville Park

SupervisorValkreportedthatawomanfellatthepark.Hecheckedtheareaandhasdeterminedthat
since it is such a small area, it could be back bladed The parking area was also discussed'

Popp Park

Supervisor Valk reported that a start date for the ceiling project has not yet been scheduled'

SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

No report.
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RECREATION

weekend of wallkill
Supervisor Valk advised that the Vision of Wallkill is requesting insurance coverage for the Annual

Weekend of Wallkill, which will be held September 23'd and 24th. Mr. Valk suggested that the event be

held in conjunction with the Town of Shawangunk and be covered by the town's insurance. All

members were in agreement to provide the coverage.

Summer Camp

Councilman Dewitt reported that there are one hundred children attending summer camp. They have

arranged for the buses for the first two trips. He is proposing to hire an additional Junior Counselor at

this time which would provide for a part-time Junior Counselor to be on call when needed. A motion

was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to hire Zackary Tompkins at a rate

of S13.50 per hour.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

TRANSFER STATION

Supervisor Valk advised that he was able to locate a local company where he can purchase two twenty

foot containers for a discounted price. The containers will be used to store the electronics and the

Highway Department will move them.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.

BUILDINGS

Supervisor Valk will inquire about a start date for the ceiling project on the pavilion at Popp Park.

ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5RO Contract
covered under Police Chief.

Veteran's

Supervisor Valk reported that he has been contacted by a veteran's organization in Pine Bush that would
like to do the Banner Program in Walker Valley. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to allow banners to be hung in Walker Valley.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Danon was absent.
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Local Law #5

Supervisor Valk introduced proposed Local Law #5 of 2022. Mr. Valk read the law and explained that it

will address miscellaneous provisions in the Zoning Code that need to be clarified or edited. He further

explained that this law cleans up interpretation ofthe zoning. Following a review ofthe components in

the proposed law, a motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to

schedule a Public Hearing on Local Law #5-2022 on Thursday, August 18, 2022.

voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

Building Permit

Supervisor Valk reported that he was contacted by a resident who sold their house and was requesting a

refund. Mr. Valk explained that they had obtained a building permit for a woodstove and a pool which

lapsed. Following a brief discussion, all board members were in agreement that the refund would not

be granted.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

13

13

13

L3

9

3

484-558

25L-297

s9-68

108-126

42-53

3

S109,283.12

S300,s32.64

5 24,091.42

5 43,21s.L4

5 7,59s.00

s 617.s0

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aYe, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk'

aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

BUDGET TRANSFER

AResolutionwasofferedbyCouncilmanMillerandsecondedbyCouncilmanDewittforthefollowing
Budget Transfer:

INCREASE A3120.200 TO DECREASE A599 s3s0,000.00
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VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.

VOTE: Counailman Dewitt, aye, Counailman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Danon was absent.

lane P. Rascoe, Town Clerk

TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK

14 CENTRAL AVE

wAlt-tfl-t, NY 12589

845-895-2611


