
REGULAR MEETING JUNE 16,2022

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, county of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 16th June 2022 at 7:OO

P. M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Alex Danon, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also, present were Highway

Superintendent Rich Blazeski, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Building lnspector Robert Wallner, and several

members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by councilman Danon to approve the minutes

ofthe Public Hearing on Local Law f4 Regular Meeting held on May 19,2022.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on June 2,2022.

vOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Miller, abstain, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Stein Road

Jacqueline Muskulus addressed the Town Board to inquire the status of the Stein Road project. She

inqulred if the bids for the work were sent out and if there were public notices in the newspaper? Ms.

Muskulus also inquired if stein Road was part of the 284 Agreement that was approved by the Town

Board. Highway Superintendent Blazeski explained that the issue is the rock removal They need a

quote from the contractor and have been waiting over a month. Both he and the Town Engineer have

been calling. The problem is there is only one contractor who can do the rock removal. Mr. Blazeski

continued to explain that a price quote is needed from the contractor, and test boring needs to be done.

This involves test drllling the road with the hopes of finding bedrock and fastening to the bedrock Ms'
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Muskulus explained that the project looks like it has been abandoned and inquired if the barriers and

cones will be put back in place. On behalfofanother resident, she inquired if the shoulders will be

mulched and if guardrails will be put up. Mr. Blazeski further explained that this is a major project with
a high cost. He will have the crew go out and check the barriers. Supervisor Valk explained that in

addition he has tried to contact the contractor.

Car Show
M r. Da n G rove, owner of the Parkview House, inq uired with the Town Boa rd if they could proceed with
the Third Annual Car Show on August L3,2022. Mr. Craig Ross advised that he has spoken to Police

Chief Marlatt, who does not have any concerns with the show. lt was aSreed that the previous shows

were successful withnoissues. The boa rd members had no o bjections to the show. SupervisorValk

advised Mr. Grove to provide a certificate of liability insurance as has been done in the past, and assured

him the Town Board would work with him. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded

by Councilman Dewitt to approve holding the Parkview Car Show on August L3,2022.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor,
aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

Mr. Grove thanked the Town Board.

Mulford Drive Grass

A resident of Ralph Brach Drive thanked the Town Board for getting the high grass mowed. Supervisor

Valk thanked Highway Superintendent Blazeski.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported the following:
He is still waiting to have contact with Dave Roares, and waiting for the Town Engineer for the Stein

Road plan.

He thanked the Town Board for the privilege of attending the Highway School in Cornell. There were a

lot of good topics and he learned a lot. Of special interest to him were the classes on trees and culverts.

They both were very educational. He had the opportunity to speak with the attorney from the

Association of Towns after the class and was able to ask specific questions on trees and tree removal.

He was able to get advice on the Cooper Road project.

There are new specifications for blacktop. The temperature has been reduced, as we turn "greene/' we

will be seeing more changes. Councilman Amthor shared that there will also be changes coming with

emissions. These changes will affect the schedule each year that will force compa nies to get vehicles off

the road. These changes will force municipalities to purchase new equipment.
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The bucket needed for the loader is 510,000.00 on State Bid. Supervisor Valk advised that the money is

in the budget; a purchase order needs to be submitted. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and

seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the purchase of a loader bucket for 510,000'

SupervisorValk inquired aboutthe historical markers. Mr.Valkwill supply a list and superintendent

Blazeski will check them out.

River Road Bridge Culvert

Supervisor Valk read a resolution for plans and specifications for Contract TSW-222. The resolution is for

furnishing a precast concrete box culvert system which was prepared by Brinnier & Larios, P.C The

project is a Type 2 Action under SEQRA. The replacementof the box culvert is an urgent item as the

condition of the current structure is poor. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by

Councilman Danon to publicly bid the pro.ject with a bid date of .luly 12, 2022 at2 p'm'

voTE: councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aYe.

POLICE CHIEF

Resignation

Chief Marlatt submitted a letter of resignation from Officer Ruiz. Chief Marlatt reported that he Save

two week's notice and is not on the schedule to work. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and

seconded by Councilman Amthor to accept the resignation of Officer Ruiz'

VoTE: councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

SRO Contract

Supervisor Valk discussed the contract he received from Wallkill School District, which was signed and

approved at their meeting on June 15, 2022. Mr. Valk explained that the contract is the same as last

year with the exception of higher costs. Police chief Marlatt discussed changing the contract to address

school closings and cancellations. Mr. Marlatt explained that when officers are scheduled, they

generally are working per diem. lf school is cancelled at the last minute, then the officer is out of work

forthatday. supervisor Valk will advisethe school district that they would like this changed in the

contract. councilman Miller inquired about the training for officers in the contract. chief Marlatt

explained that the sheriffs office will be providing training for sRos on school safety; this will ensure

that all officers have the same training. Councilman Miller inquired about the special classes in the

contract. Chief Marlatt explained that the requests for special classes goes through him, and he can

determine if the officer has the specific training being requested'

Hudson ValleY Firemen's Parade

Chief Marlatt reported that he attended the meeting and everything seems to be in place. He noted

that there are fifty-two confirmed companies participating, which is not excessive chief Marlatt further
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explained that each company will have a fire truck, chief's vehicle and marchers. Line up is on River

Road with a turnaround section being provided so the trucks do not drive over the box culvert. Notices

were handed out to residents along the parade route. The Fire Police will handle traffic control, there

are multiple companies that are supplying traffic officers. The Town Police Officers will work with the

crowd. The Ambulance team had to submit a plan for mass assembly to the Ulster County Health

Department. The Sheriffs Department will assist with them. Chief Marlatt advised that he gave a letter
to the Health Department with a response plan. Supervisor Valk inquired about the Mardi Gras parade

on Friday night. Chief Marlatt reported that the route is all on the back streets to the new firehouse. He

stated that there is only a small amount of people who are participating. They will not be throwing

candy from the floats and will clean up anything afterwards. He feels that all the angles have been

covered.

LIASION TO HIGHWAY

Discussed under Highway Superintendent Report.

LIASION TO PUBLIC SAFETY

Supervisor Valk reported that he has spoken to the Town Attorney on a Mass Gathering Law. The

attorney is currently researching laws. Various components were discussed which Supervisor Valk will

discuss with the attorney. Mr. Valk stated that it is his opinion that a Mass Gathering Law is more

beneficial than a Noise ordinance.

WATER & SEWER

Sewer Plant

Councilman Miller reported that there is an issue with water maintenance at the plant. They are losing

the ability to pump water to clean. He is proposing a company come in to hydro-frack the well. The

proposal he has is from Turnbull well DrillinS at a cost of s3,000.00. A motion as made by councilman

Miller and seconded by councilman Dewitt to approve the hydro-fracking at a cost of s3,000.00

voTE: councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aYe.

Water
councilman Miller reported that a new well needs to be put in. The existing wells are maxed out and

another one is needed to provide additionalwater. The first step is to submit a pre-grant application to

apply for funding. He has submitted this application to the EFC to be put on the lntended Use Plan.

PARKS

Popp Park Bids

supervisor valk reported that bids were opened for TSW-221, Popp Memorial Park ceiling & LightinS

Retrofit. The grant the Town has is for 5100,000.00 for two pavilions. The lowest bid for Popp Park
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came in at 591,794.01 from American Electric in Washingtonville. Mr. Valk discussed that possibly the

58,000.00 balance could be used towards a PA Speaker System that the Lions Club had proposed.

Councilman Dewitt suggested that this could be considered at the end of the project as the cost may be

higher than anticipated. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman

Amthor to approve the bid submitted by American Electric for 591,794.01.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aYe.

SIDEWATKS/LIGHTING

Councilman Amthor reported that the Town Engineer has recommended due to the high cost of

materials that the work on First, Second & Third Streets be put off until next spring.

RECREATION

Councilman Dewitt reported that at this time there are seventy kids signed up for camp. He is

recommending the hiring of additional counselors for summer camp at this time. A motion was made

by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to hire Andrew Call as a Junior Counselor and

Branden Vermilling and Angelica Lomangino for Counselor-ln-Training positions. The Junior Counselor

position is S13.50 per hour and the ClTs are not paid.

VoTE: Councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aYe.

Councilman Dewitt discussed gaining authorization from the Town Board in advance, should it become

necessary to hlre additional staff due to increased enrollment. Mr. Dewitt explained that camp will

start prior to the next Town Board meeting on July 14th. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and

seconded by Councilman Danon to grant authorization should it become necessary'

voTE: councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

TRANSFER STATION

supervisor Valk advised that the Transfer station will be closed on saturday due to the Firemen's

parade. lt will be open on Friday, June 17th. Councilman Danon reported that new steps were installed'

Anew3X3signisbeingmadeupbycliffBurSess.SupervisorValkalsoadvisedthatadditional
containers are being considered.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

supervisor Valk explained that accordinS to the covlD Policy, the position is that a positive home test ls

not acceptable. The test results must be from a doctor or approved medicalfacility. After reading the

statepolicy,itisclearthattheNewYorkStateDepartmentofLaborhasclarifiedthatamaximumof
three times that an employee can qualify for COVID leave'
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BUILDINGS

No report.
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ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT

councilman Danon reported that he is continuing to work on grants. ln going through the list, he has

determined that assistance from the Town Engineer is necessary. He also reported that Gear Up has

closed and that building will be available. Supervisor Valk reported that the application to Ulster County

for the dock at Popp Park and the Route 208 sewer line is looking positive. Councilman Amthor

reported that he will be making a recommendation for a community Award soon. He is proposing to

make presentations each quarter, honoring the recipient at the first town board meeting ofthat

quarter. Mr. Amthor further explained that the plague will be donated by the southern Rotary and the

names of the recipient's will be engraved on it. The plague will be hung in the lobby of the Town Hall.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Short Term Rental Law

Supervisor Valk reported that the Re-zoninS committee and Attorney have been meeting on this

proposed law. one ofthe issues is should the requirement be for the unit to be owner occupied or

managed by someone within a certain distance of the unit. Mr. Valk explained that they are looking

from feedback from the town board members. Councilman Danon feels that a mana8er within a certain

distance should be acceptable. Councilman Miller has outstanding concerns for the neighborhoods with

these units being rented out. He further explained that companies come in and buy up these homes

strictly for business. He feels the residents deserve to know who their neighbors are short Term

rentals can change the character of a neighborhood if big business comes in. Councilman Amthor stated

that the people who come in are from out of town, not from around this area. Police chief Marlatt

explained that these unlts are pricinS people out of their homes. Businesses come in and pay more for

these homes because they can make money on them. At some point, local residents won't be able to

afford to purchase a house here. Air B & B is a business in a residential area'

supervisor valk thanked the board for their comments and will bring back to the committee.

New ProsPect Fire District

Supervisor Valk explained that a Non-binding Resolutlon of a Draft Plan of a Joint Agreement was passed

at the last Town Board meeting for the consolidation of the New Prospect Fire District' A date was

scheduled for the Public Hearing on July 79,7022. He has been advised by the Town of crawford that

themeetinsneedstoberescheduled.AmotionwasmadebyCouncilmanDewittandsecondedby
Councilman Milter to set a new date of July 26, 2022 al7 p.m. as a Town Board meeting at the Pine Bush

Firehouse.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aYe.
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Wallkill Firehouse Purchase

Supervisor Vatk read a Resolution regarding the purchase of the former Wallkill Firehouse from the

Wallkill Fire District to the Town of Shawa ngunk. The purchase price is Three H und red Fifty Thousa nd

(5350,000) The funds will be used from the Town's cash reserve. This sale is subject to a Permissive

Referendum. Following a discussion, it was agreed that a legaladvertisement be placed in the official

newspaper. Supervisor Valk and Councilman Miller will do a final walk through of the building. A

motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to proceed with the sale

and authorize the Supervisor to siSn for the closing.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

Cable

Supervisor Valk presented a map of cable coverage in the Town of Shawangunk. The map was provided

from the Ulster County Comptroller who has the goal of providing broadband to the entire county. The

request was to have the map posted in the Town Hall and another location in Walker Valley so all

residents can view the it.

AUQII oEGLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL \2 441'-483 5 42,L63.24

HIGHWAY 12 238-250 5 47,OO8'17

WATER 12 56-s8 s 261.s0

SEWER 12 103-107 s 3,215.63

TRUST & AGENCY 8 36-41 5 2,707 'sO

F|RE2zs522.s0

A motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid

as a udited.

voTE: voTE: Councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, aye, councilman

Amthor, aye, SuPervisor Valk, aYe.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by councilman Amthor and seconded by councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
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VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor,

aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

Jane P. Rascoe, Town Clerk

TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK

14 CENTRAL AVE

WALLKILL, NY 12589

845-895-2611


