tuNE 2,2022

REGULAR MEETING

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 2"d lune 20?2 at7loo
P.M.

were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Alex Danon, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Robert Miller was absent. Also, present were
Highway Superintendent Rich Blazeski, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Member Richard
Barnhart, Building lnspector Robert Wallner, and several members of the public.
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00
silence and the pledge to the flag.

p.m.

Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon to approve the minutes
of the Regular Meeting held on May L9,2022.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, abstain, Supervisor
Valk, aye. Councilman Miller absent.
CORRESPONDENCE

A Notice of Public Hearing from the Town of Wawarsing on 6/16/22, and a letter and Public Hearing
Notice from the Town of Montgomery on 6/f6/22 were recelved.
PRIVIIEGE OF THE FTOOR

Supervisor Valk announced that any members of the audience who wish to address the Town Board
with regard to the recent party/event held in the hamlet recently, to please hold off until Police Chief
Marlatt arrives. Mr. Va lk explained that the Chief will give a report on the event and discuss ideas and

tools on how to correct this situation.
Local Business
Roseanne Stockhofer addressed the Town Board and stated that Wallkill needs more businesses. For
example, a laundromat and a dollar store are needed. Transportation is needed; in the past there was
transportation, and now nothing is offered. She feels this Town has gone downhill and is a disgrace.
There is nothing offered to the residents, and they are the ones that pay taxes. ln addition, she
explained that the streets are dirty; there are ways that they should be cleaned up. The elderly need
help with mowing and cleaning up. Ms. stockhofer advised that she will come to every Town Board
meeting to get the laws changed.
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Councilman Amthor explained that the Economic Development Committee has been working on many
things. He explained that there are projects going on behind the scenes. The Town Board has been

working on zoning changes that promote business. One ofthe problems is our residents don't support
businesses. The residents need to step up and support them. Another factor is that not all people are
business people. Some ofthe projects in the process are a hardware store and the City Winery project.
Ms. Stockhofer stated that the local residents won't support the winery, it will be too expensive. She
questioned why people would want to come to Wallkill and there is nothing here. Councilman Amthor
continued that there are other positive projects in the discussion stages, like the Blue-Chip project. Mr.
Amthor continued to explain that our Town cannot be like New Paltz or Montgomery, we do not have
interstate roads. There is a lot of positive action that is occurring, but it has to be the right type of
business.

Councilman Danon questioned the reasons why businesses are not here. Supervisor Valk stated that his
wife had a food establishment in the hamlet, there was not enough support to continue. He explained
that we need more people in Town to support the local businesses.
Sally Ann Condello stated that we are similar to Gardiner, why can't we have what they have.

Councilman Danon advised that the hardware store, the wine store and the bike shop have all closed in
Gardiner.
Supervisor Valk explained that the Town Board has been working on zoning changes that will hopefully
attract businesses to Town.
Councilman Amthor stated that another contributing factor that has affected Main Street is the internet.
A lot more people are doing business through Amazon; there is no loyalty, it's about convenience.
Councilman Danon further explained that the Economic Development Committee has been meeting and
working on programs. He explained that the opening of the Mexican Restaura nt has been delayed due
to the supply chain. The Libolt project has been delayed due to the high cost of materials.
Supervisor Valk explained that the School Bus Company is located in Town and employs local people.
They pay taxes and own several parcels.
Ms. Adrienne Perine stated that bringing arts to the community, will attract people to the area. The
beauty of Shawangunk will build a following. Ms. Perine invited the Town Board to a meeting she is
having on June 8th. She has invited local historians and painters who will focus on Marion Borden. Ms.
Perine explained that an image needs to be built, and Marion Borden needs to be celebrated. She also
advised that she is not in favor of a dollar store being located in Town. Another project that the Vision
of Wallkill worked on is the dock at Popp Park, a positive thing for the waterfront. The meeting starts at
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.
Councilman Amthor stated that people will come if we have something unique and different.
Rosemary Burk explained that she has a small Air B&B which is very successful. we have the ridge,
wedding venues, wineries, and those are some ofthe things that people want to come to the area for.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS
SUPERVISOR'S REPORT

The Supervisor' Report for May 2022 was received.
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TOWN CTERK REPORT
The Town Clerk's Report for May 2022 for $35,473.87
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HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported the following:
Two Hundred and Ninety tons of stone was put on Hardenburgh Road. Changes will be made with the

water.
Bruyn Turnpike is paved and completed except for the shoulders. He needs to locate a machine to do

the shoulder work.
Kings Lane was completed with shared services.
West side of Red Mills Bridge is paved.
Still waiting to have contact with Dave Roares, waiting for the Town Engineer for the Stein Road plan.
River Road survey is complete, waiting on drawings for the box culvert.
Have permit for the stabilization project for Ulsterville Road. The permit is valid for six to eight weeks.
Water issue at 56 Pleasant Avenue is partially done, trying to do somethinB to help the homeowner.
Councilman Dewitt noted that the property is In a hole and the homeowner converted the basement

into living space.
Supervisor Valk inquired with Superintendent Blazeski if it was his recommendation to proceed with the
purchase of thetwo trucks, as advertised. Mr. Blazeski confirmed that he is making the
recommendation to proceed with the purchase and, in addition, surplus Truck #5 when the new trucks
arrive.
Truck Purchase
Supervisor Valk advised that one bid was received for the Two 2023 Six Wheel Cab & Chassis with Dump
Body, Plow, Wing & Hydraulics. The bid came in at 5580,339.00. A motion was made by Councilman
Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon to proceed with the purchase of the trucks. Mr. Dewitt

commented that the Town Board was being proactive with this purchase and will decide on the type of
financing when the November delivery date is closer.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, abstain, Supervisor
Valk, aye. Councilman Miller was absent,
Councilman Danon inquired if there was a schedule for the roads that will be paved next. Mr. Blazeski
advised that the stone, oil and chip has been ordered. Some of the work will be a new type of
pavement. There was a discussion of various roads and types of work.
POLICE CHIEF

Chief Marlatt reported that he was pleased with the way the police interacted over the weekend with
the house party that was held at 11 Main Street. He explained that the police are limited to the laws
that govern them. Chief Marlatt further explained that he has been working with the Town Board on a
possible Mass Gathering Permit and Noise Ordinance. They have been reviewing other towns that have
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these laws on the books and looking at the loopholes. Chief Marlatt explained that rights need to be
protected for everyone, and they have to get it right. Chief Marlatt stated that there are no provisions

to stop these types of events. The way most laws are written, the only action the police would be able
to do is impose a fine. Any laws being considered need to be constructed carefully as there are a lot of
challenges.

Annette Stockhofer showed Police Chief Marlatt a video that she took the night of the party. She
inquired about the image where a police officer was being credited for promoting the party. Chief
Marlatt clarified what the image was and explained what had actually occurred. Police Officer Rafferty
was on the scene and was careful not to create any gang violence; the image was taken out of context.
Chief Marlatt continued to explain that Police Officers and the Code Enforcement Officer found out
about the party on social media. They went to the parents a few days prior and tried to stop the party.
He explained that this is not the first time a party was held. The mother told them that she would stop
the party. Chief Marlatt reported that there were four officers on duty. The State Police and Ulster
County Sheriffs were also called in. They continued to patrol the area but found no violations. The next
day, everything was cleaned up.
Roseanne Stockhofer stated it was rumored that there were druBs, gambling and drunks all over; she
questioned how that was legal. Chief Marlatt explained that the police need probable cause, they did
what they could with the resources they had. The solution is to find a way to prevent these types of
events. Another resident explained that she called the Ulster County 911. dispatcher in Kingston, who
was rude. She reported that the party goers were tryin8 to break in to cars and she was watching them
urinating on people's lawns. She questioned why the residents don't have protection from this type of
disorderly conduct. She was truly frightened.
Chief Marlatt explained that the Town Board needs to come up with a solution that makes sense for all
residents of the Town. He explained that these parties are called "Pop Up Parties" and was originally
advertised to go until 3:00 a.m. The party ended at 1 a.m.
Rosemary Burke told the Town Board that her husband was in to talk to the board last year. This is a
repeat of what happened on July 25,2027. At that time, he requested the Town Board to pass some
type of noise ordinance. Ms. Burke stated the police were super respectful, she has no concerns with
them. They just don't have the tools to do the job. Otherareas have noise ordinances. She stated that
the noise and traffic from 11 Main Street were excessive. The attendees were out of towners. She
advised that the board members can go on YouTube to watch the videos of the party that have been
posted. She called on the Town Board to put a halt to these parties. Ms. Burke spoke of the noise and
decibel levels.
Mr. Andy Ghiorse commented that he has been attending Town Board meetings for over a year. He has
been requesting a change in the zoning that states amplified noise does not go past the property line.
He stated in his opinion, this would be a simple way to address this problem.
Ms. Adrienne Perine inquired about the cost of equipment and training. Supervisor Valk explained that
the Town Board is looking for an immediate solution. A mass gathering law is easier to craft and would
allow police to shut down an event if it didn't adhere to town regulations. Councilman Danon stated
that passing a noise ordinance may not make sense for all areas in the Town. He stated that he lives
outside of the hamlet, next door to a venue, and has issues. SupervisorValk inquired howitwas
discovered that there was a stabbing. Chief Marlatt explained that St. Luke's Hospital called the State
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Police who were investigating. The victim was uncooperative. lt is not definitive at this time if the

stabbing happened at this party. The officers searched the area and found no evidence.
Annette Stockhofer inquired how they can be prepared for the next "banger". Chief Marlatt explained
that they did not encounter any violence. lf this happens again, they can be prepared to call in
resources in an emergency situation. This crowd was complaint. Supervisor Valk explained that they a re
working on a Mass Gathering Permit and are reviewing every scenario. Chief Marlatt explained again,
the police could only issue appearance tickets, not stop the party. The law needs a lot of thought and
needs to be crafted correctly.
Another resident inquired if the Town could sue? Supervisor Valk explained that Towns don't sue, they
issue violations. He further explained that they need to look at everything and get the tools in place so
it works. Councilman Danon stated that he has read many laws the past severaldays; they need to
come up with the right one. Roseanne Stockhofer said the Town Board needs to be proactive.
Supervisor Valk stated that our Town is a pretty safe Town, but not immune to these types of problems.
Councilman Danon assured the residents that the Town Board is working on giving the police the
resources they need. Supervisor Valk stated the law needs to be written to protect everyone. The law
needs to treat everyone equally. The Town Board does not want to be too invasive, for example punish
family parties. Adrienne Perine stated that the youth need to be educated. Maybe the high schoolers
could be advised ofthe new laws that are in place. Another resident expressed concern that this may be

kicked to the curb without action being taken. Supervisor Valk admitted sometimes that happens, but
he encouraged all residents to come back to the meetings and stay after the Town Board. Rosemary
Burk asked the board to consider the environmental issues and reminded them this was a paid event by

the attendees to gain entrance to the party.

various concerns
Grass

one resident inquired if there was any ordinance governing grass that is not being mowed. He
explained that the lot across from his house on Mulford Drive is over three feet tall and it is hard to see
when pulling out. Building lnspector Wallner was not sure if it applied to vacant lots but would check.
Supervisor Valk suggested the town mower could go up and mow a strip.
Stop Sign
concern regarding the stop sign by the post office was voiced. supervisor valk advised hespoketo
Legislator Bartels about this. Councilman Danon advised that there was a line painted on the other side
when it was put in. Annette Stockhofer said lt's too far back and hard to see. Mr. Valk stated that it is a

county road and needs to be addressed by the county.
Hamlet Street Parking
Rosemary Burk inquired about the possibility of one side parking on the hamlet streets. SupervisorValk
explained that there were issues with one hour parking on wallkill Avenue. she inquired if the Town
Board wouldconsider hiring someone to do a study of the noise in the hamlet. Ms. Burk stated that a
baseline study of noise levels is needed.
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TIASION TO HIGHWAY
Discussed under Highway Superintendent Report.
TIASION TO PUBTIC SAFETY
Discussed under Police Chief Report.
WATER & SEWER

208 Sewer
Supervisor Valk reported that the 2021Water Quality Report was received.
Supervisor Valk reported that the work has started on the old River Road Sewer Building.
PARKS

Councilman Dewitt reported that there is a tree down at Verkeerderkill Park which needs to be cleaned
up.
SIDEWATKS/tIGHTING
No report.
RECREATION

Councilman Dewitt reported that he is recommending the hiring of three additional counselors for
summer camp at this time. For the Junior Counselor positions, he is recommending the hiring of
returning counselor Lauren Ondreyko at a rate of 515.30 per hour, Erin Meyerson and George Thomas at
513.50 per hour. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to
hire these Junior Counselors.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
Councilman Dewitt explained that he is recommending an amendment for the Junior Counselors who
were hired at the last meeting. The rate should have been 5L3.76 per hour. The rate applies to
Abreeanna Thomas and Kaydence Vermilling. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded
by Councilman Amthor to approve the amendment to the rate per hour

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Vall!
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
TRANSFER STATION

Councilman Danon reported that a new sign is needed at the Transfer Station. He discussed this with
Steve and provided some examples. All else is good. Councilman Dewitt reported that the new steps

from Woodard's Concrete will be delivered to the Transfer Station.
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PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk explained that the former part time Building lnspector who had health issues has not
been able to return. His last daywas Octobet 29,202L. The Town Board has not formally accepted his
resignation. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to accept

the resignation of George Sawyer, effective October 29, 2021.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Miller was absent.
BUITDINGS

No report.
ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT

Councilman Danon reported that he attended a webinar on economic development last week. He
lea rned of the new round of fund ing a nd identified what the Town can apply for. He will meetwith the
Supervisor to review the criteria.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Local Law #4 Route 52 Business Corridor & Small Business Extension
Supervisor Valk announced that the Ulster County Planning Board reviewed the referral that was sent up
at their meeting the previous night. They did not have a map to review and a report has not been
prepared or been sent to the Town. Mr. Valk explained that the Town Board can pass Local Law #4
tonight, disregarding the Ulster County Planning Board comments, or can extend making a decision, and
table the vote until the next Town Board meeting. Following a discussion on procedures, a motion was
made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to declare a Negative Declaration on
the Environment for Local Law #4, which is a Type I Action under SEQRA.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon to pass Local Law #4,
Route 52 Business Corridor & Small Business Extension, based on the recommendation of the Town of
Shawangunk planning Board, and the input from the residents during the Public Hearings held by the

Town Board.

voTE: councilman Danon, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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Fee Schedule
Supervisor Valk explained that Building lnspector Wallner has proposed changes to the fee schedule that
were reviewed and tabled from the May 19, 2022 meeting. Mr. Valk explained that the Planning Board
was working on some revisions but has not submitted them. Supervisor Valk stated he felt it was best to
pass these changes at this time. Mr. Wallner reviewed the proposed changes and answered questions
from the board members. He explained that our existing fee schedule is far out of line from all
neighboring municipalities. There are also new additions to the schedule that previously were not

addressed. For example, there was no permit for properties that were being filled in. Someofthese
properties were being filled in with C & D materials. Mr. Wallner reviewed the list with the board
members. He also suggested that it would be beneficial if there was a Q & A on the Town Website as to
what needs a building permit. He further explained that most people do want to be compliant.
Supervisor Valk explained that the Town Board can change the fee schedule by resolution, a public
hearing is not required. A motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman
Amthor to approve the revised fee schedule as proposed, effective June 3, 2022.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
NEW BUSINESS
Pine Bush Fire District
Supervisor Valk explained that the Town of Shawangunk Town Board must adopt a Draft Plan ofJoint
Agreement, which is non-binding, with the Town of Crawford for the proposed consolidation of the Pine

to include the New Prospect Fire Protection District. There is a Public Hearing
scheduled in the Town of Crawford on July 19, 2022 al7:OO p.m. Following brief discussion, a motion
was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Danon to approve the Draft Plan of Joint
Bush Fire District

Agreement between the Town of Shawangunk and the Town of Crawford.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon for the following
Budget Transfer:

INCREASE

41170

ro

TNCREASE

41650.400

527,976.50

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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AUDIT OF CTAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT

WARRANT

VOUCHERS

11

4L7 -440

L\

?L9-237

WATER

11

51-55

SEWER

1,1

98-102

GENERAL
HIG

HWAY

TRUST &

AGENCY

SIDEWALK

7

35

1

1

AMOUNT

S
S

38,360.30

S

59,413.9s

5
S
5

39,239.00

s,s:a.+z

z:.go
2,s00.00

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Danon that the claims be paid
as

a

ud

ited.

VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
Councilman Amthor was absent.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the Regular
Meetin8. The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
Councilman Miller was absent.

.Jane P. Rascoe,

Town Clerk

MAY L9,2O22

PUBLIC HEARING

LOCAL

tAW #4 ot 2022

SupervisorJohn Valk opened the Public Hearing for local Law #4 of 2022, Route 52 Small Business Zone
and Small Business Extension. Mr. Valk explained that these changes are a reaction to the
Comprehensive Plan input that were considered and which was recently updated. Maps were available
showing the parcels that are included in and out of the proposed zone. Supervisor Valk opened up the
hearing for public comment.

Adrienne Perine inquired what in or out of the zone meant. Supervisor Va lk explained the sections that
are included in the proposed zone and dlscussed additional uses of the properties in the expanded zone.
Mrs. Perine stated she was in favor of the proposal as it is the gateway to our town and people will
benefit by the expanded zone. Mrs. Perine urged the Town Board to look for an urgent care facility that
will locate in this area, as Walker Valley residents have transportation issues and she feels it is badly
needed.
Councllman Miller explained that the Rezoning Committee has been working for three years on these
locations. The depth and width were determined after speaking with many people from WalkerValley.
These changes open up opportunities in Walker Valley. Supervisor Valk explained that this is part of the
comprehensive Plan. Mr. Valk further explained that the gateway to the town in the hamlet of wallkill,
is more flexible along the river. These changes are less restrictive than what was previously in place.
Supervisor Valk advised that a letter was received from Mr. Dave Church today. His comments will be

reviewed.
Mr. Jim Starr inquired how large a building would be permitted, for example, like the urgent care that
was mentioned. supervisor valk explained that most of the buildings will be permitted up to 5,000
square feet. lt was noted that both Ellenville and Pine Bush have health care facilities.

supervisorvalk advised that LocalLaw#4 will not be voted on toniSht. Mr. valk explained that
comments from the Ulster County Planning Board have not been received, therefore, the law will not be
voted upon tonight.
There were no further comments or questions. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded
by Councilman Dewitt to close the Public Hearing
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
Councilman Amthor was absent.
The Public Hearing was closed at 8:40 p. m. on May !9,2027.
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On June 2, 2022 Supervisor Valk announced that the Ulster County Planning Board reviewed the referral

the previous night. The report has not been prepared or sent to the Town. Mr. Valk explained that the
Town Board can pass Local Law #4 tonight, disregarding the Ulster County Planning Board comments, or
can extend making a decision, and table the vote until the next Town Board meeting. Following a
discussion on procedures, a motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman
Dewitt to declare a Negative Declaration on the Environment for Local Law #4, a Type I action under
SEQRA.

voTE: councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
Councilman Amthor was absent,
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Danon to pass Local Law #4,
Route 52 Business Corridor & Small Business Extension, based on the recommendations of the Town of
Shawangunk Planning Board, and the input from the residents during the Public Hearings held by the

Town Board.
VOTE: Councilman Danon, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
Councilman Amthor was absent.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

