
REGULAR MEETING MARCH 3, 2022

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 3rd day ol March 2022

at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Alex Danon, and Town Clerk iane Rascoe. Also, present were Highway

Superintendent Rich Blazeski, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins and

several members of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Danon to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on February 17,2022.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

CORRESPONDENCE

Letters from: Town of Montgomery, Public Hearing Notice on Zoning Law on 3/1012022, Wallkill Little

League Parade on 4123/2022, Letter from Mulford Drive residents on drcinage dated 2/28/22

PUBI.IC HEARINGS

Supervisor Va lk expla ined that the following Public Hearings were held open from February 17 ,2O22 for
additional public comments. He opened up the floor for comments on the proposed local laws.

INTRODUCTORY tOCAt tAW #1 of 2022 - lot line Adjustment
INTRODUCTORY tOCAt LAW #2 of 2022 - Accessory Dwelling Unit
INTRODUCTORY LOCAT LAW #3 of 2022 - Short Term Rental

Mr. llya Kharkover introduced himself and his partner, Eugene Markman, to the Town Board.
He explained that after owning another property in the area, they purchased a house on Winding Trails
Road in August of 2021. He explained that they both are prosecutors in the Bronx. He is a Ukraine
refugee who is now a citizen and loves this country. They purchased the home to use themselves, as
well as rent out. The other home they own in Orange County, since September 2020, is also rented out.
They joined forces and have both Air B&Bs up and running. They are both attorneys and they have
reviewed the proposed laws and brought people to the meeting tonight to demonstrate that they care
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about their home and the community. Thistypeofbusinessbringstouristsandmoneytothearea.
They want to work with the Town Board. Supervisor Valk inquired as to what brought them to come

tonight, what ob.iections do they have with the proposed law. Mr. Kharkover explained that they have

objections to the limit on bedrooms as the house they purchased has six bedrooms. Another concern is

they do not live on the property. Supervisor Valk advised that if they do not live on the property, they
could have a manager.

Mr. Kharkover explained that if there is a three-bedroom maximum, the law would not work. lf it can be

resolved by going to the Planning Board, they are willing to do that. SupervisorValk explained thatthe
intent was to make sure these rentals are safe; presently they do not have fire and safety inspections.

Mr. Kharkover stated that they are happy to get the inspections, they are all about regulations.
Supervisor Valk requested Mr. Kharkover submit written comments so the committee can go back and

tweak the law. Mr. Dyer Halpern, another partner, explained that he appreciates the Town Board's
desire to have control but the number of bedrooms is a big thing for them. He further explained that
families come and need more bedrooms. They spend a lot of money in the area. The owners hire a lot
local people. He isaskingfor reconsideration. Another issue is the requirement ofan on-site office.
Supervisor Valk stated he is glad these issues are being brought to the board's attention; they will go

back to the drawing board. He again requested these comments be submitted in writing.

Lynn Eckert addressed the Town Board. She explained that she is the manager of a n Air B&B for
someone who lives out of the state. By doing this she is able to offset the costs of owing the house. She

estimates that about 55,000.00 a month, or 587,000.00 a year is going around the local area from the
owner having an Air B&B. Ms. Eckert continued to explain that she agrees with paying taxes and

following the rules.

Mr. Pete Best-Hall explained that he grew up in the area and now has come back and purchased

a house. With the cost of housing exploding in this area he is concerned with how people will to
continue to live here. His parents are aging, and he is interested in building a cottage on the property

for his mother. He requested clarification on detached units. He feels the language in the proposed law

is not clear. Mr. Best-Hall submitted written comments for the board's consideration.

Mr. Glenn Rodney explained to the board that if he had the ability to go back, this would have been a

good solution for his father to live with him. Most parents want to be independent and this is a good

way to deal with that issue. Councilman Miller spoke of these proposed laws that are essentially

changing the zoning in neighborhoods. People purchased single family homes and this zoning will

change the character ofthe neighborhood. He inquired what happens to the cottage when the parents

or relative passes away. Will it be rented out? Supervisor Valk noted that the intent was to create

affordable housing. Mr. Rodney stated that the restrictions built in limit one bedroom and 650 s.f.

Councilman Danon explained that setbacks still need to be in conformance. Supervisor Valk stated that

the committee will have to go back to the drawing board on new accessory buildings.

Nina Formano stated that she lives and has ten acres on Meeker Road. She has tenters on her

property and it is very private. The new law excludes tenting. supervisor valk explained that the

committee is working on a separate law for tenting. He further explained that events related to tenting

will be addressed. Ms. Formano explained that she has a couple who is planning on having a wedding
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this year on the property. She inquired if she can continue to make plans for the wedding. Mr. Valk

stated he can't make an interpterion, only the Building lnspector can. He expects the new law to come
out in June at the earliest.

Mr. Jordan Manley stated that he won't repeat what the others have discussed tonight and will
submit his comments in writing. Mr. Manley explained that he is opposed to the three-bedroom limit.
He explained that he purchased an old house with more. He renovated the house and has families who

rent the house and need more than three bedrooms. Mr. Manley also explained that he purchased the

former Dwaarkill Deli which he is looking to rent out. The building has a two-bedroom unit upstairs that
he currently rents out. He feels the Building Department may need additional time for the owners to
come into compliance. The grace period should be reconsidered.

Amy Riccardiexplained to the Town Board that she started a Management Company in 2019.

She manages seventeen short term rentals and employs twenty part-time and full-time local people.

This generates money that provides income for many local people. Her business grew during the
pandemic and her team has become valuable. SupervisorValk stated theTown Board recognizesthat

this is important. He stated that the localfire chiefs agree that these units need to have a fire

inspection. Ms. Riccardi agrees and explained that the Town of Rochester passed a law that she feels is

a great law, it requires a manager within thirty miles. Supervisor Valk stated that the committee will

take a look at this law. Councilman Amthor inquired with the managers that were present, what the

occupancy rate was annually for the short term rentals. Most felt the rate was between 60-70%.

Andy Ghiorse stated under short Term Rentals, page 4,fr76, was confusing to him. The Building

Department can refer to the Planning Board? The Good Neighbor Brochure, he feels that nuisance laws

should be included. Supervisor Valk stated that it was intended to be included so another law does not

have to be passed. Another concern is amplified music, it should not go past the property line.

Mr. Arthur of Century 21. Realty, and a host of an Air B&8, thanked the Town Board for being

open to this law and allowing the public to be part of the process. He noted that other towns a re

banning short term rentals. They are a great investment for people to want to buy in the area.

Mr. Rich Blazeski introduced himself as a twenty-five-yea r New York City Firefighter. He

reminded people of the "Black Sunday Fire". He stated that a second means of egress must be present.

When some of these homes are chopped up into multiple bedrooms, it is not safe for the people who
are renting them. They are not familiar with the building. He stated not only is this dangerous to the
people renting the house, but for emergency responders as well. This could be creating a life-or-death
situation. Supervisor Valk stated safety is the main issue.

One resident spoke up and shared that many of these older homes that are being purchased

and renovated already have at least four bedrooms, they are not being chopped up.
Supervisor Valk advised that the Public Hearings will remain open for written comments. He

requested that the comments be submitted in time for the committee who is scheduled to meet in two
weeks. Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins requested that the Short-Term Rental Brochure contain
the fire exits and points of egress.
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Sunset Trail
Wendy Munger addressed the Town Board. She lives on Sunset Trail and after thirty-five years, the
potholes are still there. Ms. Munger stated that she has spoken to the new Highway Superintendent.
Su pervisor Va lk expla ined that M r. Bla zeski is new and not been in office long. Highway Superintendent
Blazeski explained that he has spoken with Mrs. Munger and agrees with the issues she has brought to
his attention. He drove down the road and sees the water and drainage problems. The problem is the
houses are so close, and the old deeds are very complicated with regard to ownership. He just can't go

in and mill the road because portions are privately owned. He will keep looking at alternatives.
Supervisor Valk noted that he understands there has been a turnover of Highway Superintendents over
the years, and the issues still remain. Mr. Blazeski advised that the he and the highway crew agree that
they would like to have the ability to resolve the issues and fix the road. He will continue to look at
solutions.

Mulford Drive
Michelle Marion addressed the Town Board. She stated that she moved there in August 2021. After six

months they have discovered water run off from other houses. Ms. Marion explained the water issues

and presented photographs and a video of how the water flows through the properties. Supervisor Valk
advised that he researched the bond that was posted for this project. The bond covers the street, trees
and berm. This project has a stormwater district which residents ofthis project pay into. lt is to clean

out and mow the stormwater basins. Mr. Valk stated that the Town could go in and fix the problem and

bill it to the homeowners of this district. Mr. Valk also explained that the Town Engineer should review
the plans to determine if the builder has built according to the plans. There was a lengthy discussion on

the design of the project by the Planning Board. The berm and house elevations were discussed.

Councilman Danon stated the Town Engineer should look at this to determine if everything was done

according to the approved specifications. The berm was built to protect the views. The drainage issue

could be corrected and get directed to the stormwater system. Councilman Miller suggested that the
grading plan that was approved may not have been constructed according to the plan. Councilman

Dewitt explained that there are two retention ponds at each end of the development. SupervisorValk

explained that this project started twenty years ago with several developers over the years. The Town

does not have a bond posted for water. He will contact the Town Engineer and determine if it is a

grading issue. Councilman Danon requested permission from the homeowners to go on the property

and take a look at the problems. The homeowners agreed and invited the Town Board members to

come and walk the property.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported the following:

Waiting for Town Engineers plan on boring and blasting on Stein Road.

Options are being discussed for the River Road Bridge.
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Finished Auctions lnternational report today.
Looking at possible options for Sunset Trail which has very involved issues.

Looking at drainage issues on Vinegar Hill Road.

Working with Town Attorney on Birchwood Drive.

Provided a Public Announcement for the Town Website regarding snowplowing with mailboxes and

garbage containers.
Resolved issue with overweight trucks with assistance from the Police Department.

POTICE CHIEF

Police Chief Gerry Marlatt reported the following:
Chief Marlatt discussed resignations and potential leave of absences. Letters of resignation were

received from Officer Peter Wolven and Officer Antonio Fazio. Officer Mccarthy is considering a leave

ofabsenceversusresignation. Adecisionwill be made by the next meeting. ASergeantwill be retiring
in July and Chief Marlatt would like to fill the position so the transition will go smoothly. A motion was

made by Councilman Amthor and second by Councilman Miller to accept the resignations of Officers

Fazio and Wolven.

VOTE: AU AYE.

The purchase order has been submitted for the new vehicle.

Changes have been made to the Humane Society Agreement. Following a discussion, a motion was

made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by councilman Miller to accept the revised contract.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Chief Marlatt reported that he has received answers to questions he had for the Fireman's Parade. The

time is getting closer and the details need to be resolved soon.

There is no problem with covering the Wallkill Little League Parade on Aptil23,2022.
The department is prepared to coverthe St. Patrick's Day Parade on March 20,2022.

TOWN COMMITTEE REPORTS

LIASION TO HIGHWAY

No report.

TIASION TO PUBLIC SAFEW

No report.

WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk reported that he sent a letter to Ulster County about the possibility of partnering with
them in using the Rescue Funding to install sewer on Route 208. Supervisor Valk advised that he and
Councilman Amthor met with a potential developer who is willing to contribute towards water and
sewer services. Mr. Valk further explained that the School of Practical Philosophy is ready to present a
plan and may be able to assist with this project. Councilman Amthor reported that there has been an
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on-going conversation, and he is now at liberty to announce that City Winery is purchasing the old

Borden Condensed Milk Factory on Route 208 in the Town of Montgomery. They have plans to convert

it to a restaurant, rooms, spa, and gym. They met with the CEo/President who is willing to be an Out of
District User. Out of District users pay double the rate. Councilman Amthorexplained that after the
presentation was given, he is excited for the future. At this time, the developers are planning a grand

opening for 2023. Supervisor Valk explained there could be a domino effect for the 208 corridors.

Councilman Dewitt noted that they really don't have another choice for water and sewer.

PARKS

Supervisor Valk reported that the bid for the roof, ceiling and electric at Popp Park is complete. The

grant is for S100,000. He explained that this will not be sufficient to do the electric or any work at
Verkeerderkill Park, which will have to be a separate bid. Action will be tabled until additional numbers

are obtained.

SIDEWATKS/TIGHTIN6

No report.

RECREATION

No report.

TRANSFER STATION

No report.

PERSONNNET/PROCEDURES

Lieu Time Request

Highway Superintendent Blazeski reported that the employees are willing to cooperate with working at

busier times in lieu of time. He is recommending approval of the request. A motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller, based upon the recommendation of the

Highway Superintendent, to approve the request for one 40-hour work week in lieu time.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Building lnspector

Supervisor Valk reported that Civil Service finally granted approval for a lateral transfer for a Building

lnspector. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to hire

Robert Wallner as a Full Time Building/lnspector/Code Enforcement Officer/Stormwater Officer. The

rate of pay will be 527.03 per hour. The start date is Monday, March 2L,2022'
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BUILDINGS

Retention Ponds/Basin Area Bids

Councilman Dewitt reported that he has reviewed and inspected these areas throughout the Town. He

explained that there are seven areas that the Town is responsible for the maintenance of. The

specifications are similar to the mowing. Councilman Dewitt reviewed the areas and requested

approvalon proceeding with getting quotes. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by

Councilman Danon to proceed with the process on getting the quotes for these areas.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Air Conditioning Unit

Supervisor Valk explained that the Court received a 521,992.50 grant to replace the air conditioning unit

in the court room. The total price quote received is s44,000 to remove and install the new unit.

Supervisor Valk reviewed the work that needs to be performed; $31,000 of the quote ls for materials.

Various options were discussed for payment of this work. Mr. Valk explained that whatever the price is,

the grant will be for SOY\. The issue will be tabled and Supervisor Valk will call the contractor and

discuss financial options.

ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT

Supervisor Valk reported that he and Councilman Amthor met with representatives regarding filming a

movie at Galeville Park. Mr. Valk explalned that NBC's Peacock Streaming Service is filming episode

three of "Poker Face" at Galeville Park. The park will be locked up for a month, probably starting

sometime in May. The company will use the snack shop, pavilion, and the football field. A few changes

need to be made. Councilman Amthor explained that most of the shoot will be during the day, maybe a

small amount at night. There is some grading that will need to be done in the parking area.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Supervisor Valk reported that the audit of the Cable Franchise Agreement will get new fees for the

Town. The company that did the audit gets 50% of the total feestheyfound. TheTownwill receive

1OO% of additional franchise fees in the future. M r. Valk reported that these additiona I fees would not

have been discovered without the audit.

NEW BUSINESS

No report.
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AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERALST6T-200522,499.6t
HTGHWAY 5 79-94 5 67,724.t1

WATER52O-2Ls220.59
SEWER539-45s5,480.89
1|GHT33s1,988.38
TRUST&AGENCY 3 17 5 932.78

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: ALt AYE.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to enter into Executive

Session to discuss a personnel issue with a highway employee. Supervisor Valk invited Highway

Superintendent Blazeski to attend as it pertains to his department. Also joining in the meeting was

Robert McMann and Davon Holmes. VOTE: ALL AYE.

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and second by Councilman Miller to come out of Executive

Session and re-ioin the Regular Meeting. VOTE: ALL AYE'

The Executive Session started at 8:39 p.m. and ended at 9:25 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Danon and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to ad.iourn the Regular

Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

VOTE: ALt AYE.

Jane P. Rascoe, Town Clerk


