DECEMBER 16, 2021

REGUTAR MEETING

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 16th day of December
2021 at 7:00 P.M.
were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway Superintendent Joe
Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Councilman Elect and Planning Board Member Alex Danon, and
Planning Board Chalrman Mark Watkins. Councilman Miller was absent.
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve the
minutes ofthe Regular Meeting held on December 2,2021.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller, absent.
PUBLIC HEARING

-

tOCAt LAW flz of 2021 CANNABIS OPTING OUT OF ALLOWNG CANNABIS RETAIL

DISPENSARIES AND ON.SITE CONSUMPTION.

Supervisor Valk read the Public Hearing Notice and opened up the floor for public comment: See Public
Hearing Minutes.
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.
PRIVITEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mask Mandate
Mrs. Adrienne Perine commented that there is a mask mandate in New York and there are people
present that are not wearing them. Ms. Perine noted that there is a S1.,000 fine for non-compliance.
She urged residents to follow the mandate.

Mr. Anthony Mantello inquired what the mandate was. He stated that he was shopping today and at
other businesses in town, people were not wearing them. Supervisor Valk stated that while in New York
City yesterday, your vaccination card was checked at the door and masks were not required. There was
a discussion on what the Policy is.
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Mrs. Kelli Greer stated that the Town Board members were not wearing a mask. Councilman Watkins
stated that he wore a mask into the meeting, he was comfortable at his desk not wearing one because
he was socially distanced.

Mr. Anthony Mantello stated that it is a mandate and everyone is required to wear a mask. Following
discussion, it was agreed that everyone would wear a mask.

a

Farmers Market

Mrs. Rebecca Mantello inquired as to what would be involved to have a Farmers Market. She stated
that there was one in town previously. Supervisor Valk suggested that possibly finding a community
group. Councilman Dewitt stated that depending where it was held would depend who or what board
it would go through. Kelli Greer noted that the Town of Crawford gave 5500 to the Farmers Market in
Crawford.
Road Clean Up

Kelli Greer stated that she would like to get a group together to clean up Hardenburgh Road. Highway
Superintendent Locicero explained that they have always provided a truck in the past to load the bags
of garbage on. He expla ined that she should advise when they plan to do this and he is sure that Rich
Blazeski will assist. Mrs. Greer stated that it probably will be in the spring

time. Chief Marlatt added
that when the Walker Valley Band does road clean ups, the Police Department always provided a patrol.
Supervisor Valk explained that the New York State DOT provides the bags and does the pick up on state
roads.
Councilman Watkins left the meeting at 7:35 p.m. for medical reasons.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:
Job Opening
Highway Superintendent Locicero reported that the hiring committee has recommended the hiring of
Jeremy Smit, at the entry level rate, on December 20, 2021. He will be hired as an HMEO.

Vehicles

Mr. Locicero reported that the new truck currently is in New Hampshire. Councilman Amthor reported
that the truck is expected to be in Gardiner on Friday or Monday.
General

Mr. Locicero reported that the crew is currently working on ditching and getting the trucks ready for
winter. The Salt Shed has salt. He has been working with the new Highway Superintendent for the past
several months and he is ready to take over. Mr. Locicero stated that it has been an honor and a
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privilege to serve as Highway Superintendent the past six years, he has enjoyed the job and will miss it.
He thanked the Town Board members for their assistance.
Stein Road

Mr. Locicero explained that he received a print out ofthe plan from the Engineer. This design moves
the road over sixty feet. He feels that this plan does not fix the problem and would like to talk to the
Engineer to review other options. Councilman Dewitt noted that the slope will be changed. Mr.
Locicero stated that he would like to see the entire plan along with a budget. He will call the Engineer
and schedule a meeting. Resident Jacqueline Mukulus stated that she is looking for more details. Mr.
Locicero gave her a copy of the plan he received for this project, and agreed that she should be involved
with the planning.
POLICE CHIEF

Crossing Guards

thatthere is currently a shortage forSchool CrossingGuards. They
received only one application and he would like to schedule the interview for it at this time. He would
Police ChiefGerry Marlatt reported

prefer to do this at this time so they can get someone in place.
Social Media Threats
Chief Marlatt explained that the School District has put out an "all call" on the Tic-Tok challenge. They
wanted to notify parents about the positing on social media so they can talk to their children.
Parking Lot & Station Garage
Chief Marlatt explained that they have cleaned out the garage and found items that they no longer use.
He would like to dispose of those items a nd inq uired about the Auctions lnternational contact. Chief
Marlatt advised that Ron Decroodt donated blacktop to fill in the pot holes in the parking lot. A letter of

thanks will be sent.
PBA Holiday

chief Marlatt explained that there is a "cookies & santa" event in the community Room this saturday
from 4-6 p.m. which will be hosted by the PBA.
Livestock lssue
Chief Marlatt explained that the department have been dealing with a problem that is getting
progressively worse. ln Walker Valley goats continue to be on the loose. On Plains Road, its horses,
cows and goats. He is inquiring if there is something in the zoning to deal with this, and if not, it's worth
exploring. Owners should be responsible for maintaining proper fencinS.

Budget
Met with the Bookkeeper this week and they are well under budget.
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Street Lights
lnquired when the list of street lights will be provided so he can incorporate for the patrols to report the
lights that are out.
Councilman Amthor thanked the PBA and the Walker Valley area for the "Stuff the Bus" Program. They
were able to make donations to the food pantries. The bus was filled more than once. Chief Marlatt

thanked Mr. Watkins for the contribution he made.
TOWN COMMITTEE REPORTS
HIGHWAY
Discussed under Highway Superintendent.
PUBLIC SAFEW

No report.
WATER & SEWER
No report.
PARKS

Councilman Dewitt advised that the materials have been purchased for the ice rink. There was
contribution from the Community Enhancement Committee.

a

SIDEWALKS/tIGHTING
Su pervisor Va lk advised that the re has been a request for additional street lights. Theywill continueto
work on the lights that have been out for some time.
RECREATION

No report.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

No report.
PERSONNNET/PROCEDURES

Resignation
Supervisor Valk explained that a letter was received from Alex Danon, who is resigning from the
Planning Board to take his seat on the Town Board in January. The resignation will be effective
December 31, 2021. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor
to accept Mr. Danon's resignation.
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VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk, aye, Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
BUILDINGS

No report.
COMPUTERS

No report.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Signs

Supervisor Valk advised that the signs discussed at the last Town Board meeting have been ordered.
NEW BUSINESS
Planning Board Appointments
Supervisor Valk explained that currently there are two openings on the Planning Board. A number of
people have been interviewed. He is proposing to appoint John Szarowski to finish the one-year open
term of Cathy Terrizzi. A motion was made by Councilma n Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt
to appoint Mr. Szarowski to the Planning Board which will finish the term of Cathy Terrizzi.
VOTE: Councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
Year End Meeting & Swearing ln
Supervisor Valk explained that an end of the year meeting needed to be scheduled to process Budget
Transfers and swear in officials. Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would be
scheduled for Wednesday, December 29, 2o2L at3 p.m. in the meeting room ofTown Hall.
COVID TEST KITS

Supervisor Valk explained that Ulster County is providing five hundred Home Test Kits to the Town.
lnformation will be posted on the Town's web-site and Facebook page for distribution.
PLANNING BOARD

Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins discussed the need to have Pre-Application meetings for
applications prior to the monthly meetings. He is proposing to hold Technical Review Meetings. They
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would operate the same way but would be able to gain additional information. The Fee Schedule would
need to be changed from "Pre-Application" to "Technical Review". A motion was made by Councilman
Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to make that change to the Fee Schedule.
VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
Chairman Watkins explained that he is looking for ways to lower the cost of review for applications. He
explained that choosing someone like Mr. Szarowski, who is an engineer, is a good choice and could cut
cost for the applicants. He encouraged the Town Board to consider applicants with these types of skills.
AUDIT OF CTAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT

WARRANT

GENERAL

22

VOUCHERS

WATER

22

862-908
409-429
137 -L42

SEWER

22

207 -2L6

LIGHT

1L

H IG

HWAY

TRUST &

22

AGENCY

1,8

12

87-94

AMOUNT

5
5
S
5
S

5

37

,s22.42
44,480.42
5,244.80

21,,2s4.42

gz.so

z,srs.oo

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid
as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
PUBTIC HEARING

-

TOCAT LAW frz

The Public Hearing was closed and Local Law #2 ot 2O2Lwas adopted. See public Hearing Minutes.
BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt for the following
Budget Transfers:

TNCREASE
TNCREASE
TNCREASE

|NCREASE

41410.400
43620.400
43310.400
A1625.400

ALALO.aOO S 1,250.00
TO DECREASE A3620.100
S s0o.0o
TO DECREASE 41990.400
S 2,880.00
TO DECREASE 41990.400
S 2,200.00
TO DECREASE
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INCREASE

ss8120.400

TO DECREASE 558120,400

INCREASE

s58130.400

TO DECREASE SS144O.4OO

520,000.00
S 9,ooo.oo

INCREASE

ss8110.400
sw8230.200

TO DECREASE SS81OO,4OO

S 2,1oo.oo

TO DECREASE SW832O.2OO

s s,300.00

INCREASE

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Jane P Rascoe

Town Clerk

December 16, 2021

PUBTIC HEARING

LOCAL LAW #2 of 2O2t
Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding Proposed Local Law #2 of 2021, which is Opting Out of Allowing
Cannabis Retail Dispensaries and On-Site Consumption", was held by the Town board of the Town of
Shawangunk, County of Ulster, State of New York at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue,

Wallkill, New York on the

16th day

of December 2021.

were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins, Town Clerk jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway Superintendent Joe Locicero,
Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Member and Councilman Elect Alex Danon, Planning Board
Chairman Mark Watkins, and several members of the community.
PRESENT

Supervisor Valk opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 p.m. Mr. Valk explained that the purpose of Local
Law #2 was to opt Out by December 31,2027, as requlred by law. The Town could opt Back ln after
zoning changes were put in place. lf adopted, this local law will be subject to Permissive Referendum.
The Public Hearing was opened to comments.
Mrs. Adrienne Perine advised that Ellenville and Town of Marbletown realize the benefits and are open
She stated that fears are the drawbacks. There are opportunities for farmers and business

tothis.

people. She stated that it is important that the Town be part of the conversation to look at cannabis
dispensaries. Supervisor Valk explained that he visited Worchester, Massachusetts and all dispensaries
are located in business districts, not in residential areas. Mrs. Pe rrine stated that the fea r that you could
walk down the street and smell marijuana smoke, can happen any place. She stated that people do not
go crazy when they smoke, there is a calming down affect, it's not like alcohol, and there are severalof
those places in town.
Mr. Jim Perrine stated that there are growers and a distribution network of sales to consider. They will
create jobs, income and sales tax, which would be a tremendous benefit.
Ms. Jane Carpenter stated that Colorado had legalized cannabis a long time aBo. They did make
mistakes but worked them out. Money can be made as long as its regulated. This Town needs business

withall the empty storefronts that exist. SupervisorValk stated thathe understands that farmers is a
separate permit and license, they can't sell it. Mr. Valk explained that we are not regulating farmers, it
is only on-site dispensaries and consumption sites. Mr. Valk further explained that he has downloaded
the zoning passed by Worchester, Massachusetts and a proposal in the Town of Ulster. He advised that
manyTowns have opted out to buy more time. The Towns ca n opt back in at a later date, which is the
benefit of opting out, otherwise the Town is stuck.
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Mr. Anthony Mantello inquired as to what the difference was to get zoning in place for business.
Supervisor Valk stated that a Public Hearingwill be forscheduled for zoning changes. Mr.Mantello
inquiredif the Town Board will be considering these changes in the next six months. Mr. Valk stated
that the committee is currently working on zoning changes and expect to get these changes in place
within six to eight months. He reminded the public that the Town can opt back in when the zoning is in
place.

Mrs. Kelli Greer inquired if zoning can be put in place if the Town does not opt out. Mrs. Greer inquired
why the political party question was asked on the survey.
Councilman Amthor explained that the results from the survey will be posted shortly. There were a lot
of comments. Mr. Amthor explained that the questions were taken from other surveys the Towns used.
Mr. Jim Perrine clarified that cannabis can be smoked at this time.
Mr. Mantello inquired what guidelines the Town Board is looking for. Supervisor Valk explained they are
looking in small business zones rather than residential zones. This is something the Town Eoard will
vote on,
There were no other comments or questions from the audience. A motion was made by Councilman
Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to close the Public Hearing.
VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:55 p.m.

SupervisorValk advised that Local Law#2of 2021 is subject to a 45-day Permissive Referendum. By
opting out, it will allow the Town Board additionaltime to revisit the zoning. The Re-zoning committee
has been meeting and are committed to propose zoning changes on a monthly basis. Supervisor Valk
stated that he expects many new laws to be introduced shortly.
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adopt Local Law #2

0f 202t.
VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye' Councilmen Miller
and Watkins were absent.
Local Law #2 of 2021 was adopted.

JANE P. RASCOE

TOWN CLERK

