REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 2, 2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of shawangunk Town Board, county of ulster, state of
New york, at the Town office Building at L4 central Avenue, wallkill, NY on the 2nd day of December
2021 at 7:00 P.M.

were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins, and Town ClerkJane Rascoe. Also, present were Police Chief Gerry Marlatt,
councilman Elect and Planning Board Member Alex Danon, Deputy Highway superintendent Rich
Blazeski and Assessor Curt schoeberl. Councilman Miller was absent.
pRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00

p.m. supervisor Va lk acknowledged the passing of Dawn

Schoppman, who worked for the Town for many years. He led the Town Board in a moment of silence
and the pledge to the flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve the
minutes of the Special Meeting held on Novembet 16,2O2!, and the Regular Meeting held on November

t8,2027.
voTE: councilman watkins, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Miller, absent.
CORRESPONDENCE

Notice of Public Hearing from the Town of crawford on 72/l6l2L on Grievance Day was received.
PRIVITEGE OF THE FLOOR

Blue Chip Farms

Mr. David Alexanian, on behalf of Blue-Chip Farms, introduced himself and explained that he had
previously met with Supervisor Valk to discuss a development plan for the property. He explained that
Blue Chip Farms was established in the 1960's and still survives today. The farm consists of 664 acres.
The farm has bred Olympic gold medal winners and many champion race horses. Their method of horse
breeding is under threat and faces tough competition. Mr. Grossman's goal is to keep the horse farm
alive. The concept plan is to downsize the horse farm to 200 acres. Mr. Alexanian made a presentation
on the existing farm and displayed examples of how they propose to develop the property. The plan
proposes to build into the existing landscape singte family homes, ecofriendly cottages for short term
rentals, two restaurants, a caf6, spa, multi-use theatre, and a golf course.
Supervisor Valk explained that he invited Mr. Alexanian to come to the Town Board to give this
presentation so the public would be aware of the facts prior to applying to the Planning Board.
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Mrs. J ulie Craner inquired about similar operations that currently operate on less property than Blue
Chip. Mr. Alexanian stated he could not give examples, but Mr. Grossman could. He added that Mr.
Grossman employs a lot of people in the area and wishes to keep the farm alive. Mr. Curt Schoeberl
inquired if the residential structures were attached. M r. Alexa nian stated that there would be 1200
square foot bungalows used for short term rentals. There would be homesites for the single-family
homes. Their plan for roofto table would be subterrain homes with views with the concept ofgreen

roofs. Councilman Amthor inquired if solar would be utilized. Mr. Rich Blazeski inquired the location of
the farm and the golf course. Mr. Alexanian explained that the farm is north of Bates Lane, and the golf
course would be on the south side. They would have a nine- or twelve-hole golf course and a fitness
center that would be open to the public with one area for members. Mr. Schoeberl inquired the
timetable for the total build out. Mr. Alexanian stated his best guess would be 18 months, possibly in
phases. Supervisor Valk commented that if Blue Chip has to develop, this is a good start to maintain the
rural characterofthe land. He thanked Mr. Alexanian for attending the meeting.

Vision of wallkill
Julie Craner and Donna Barczak, representing Vision of Wallkill spoke to the Town Board about holding

a

joint event with the Senior Celebration Group from the High School. The event would be a "Duck Derby
Race" utilizing the Wallkill River. The plastic ducks would be launched from Popp Park and finish at the
fire department landing on the other side of the bank. They explained that they are in the process of
getting permission for those locations. The ducks would be collected with a broom across the river. lt
would be a great way to involve the entire community, and a great use of the river. Ms. Craner advised
that Valley Central holds a similar event. The logistics have to be worked out. V.O.W. is requesting the
insurance for the event be covered by the Town. The event will be scheduled for May 2022. The Town
Board was in support of holding the event.
Boy Scouts
A group of six boy scouts were in attendance at the meetinS. Eli Nichol, representing the group,
inquired with the Town Board the importance of constitutional rights and their role in the community.

Supervisor Valk responded that the constitution provides for free elections and gives the ri8ht for
anyone to speak to the board. Councilman Watkins inquired if the boy scouts ever read the
constitution, and if not, they should as they would understand. He mentioned that certain rights are
being challenged on how the Supreme Court interrupts those rights. Councilman Watkins raised the fact

that the constitution protects your property. He also brought up that there is a New York State
Constitution which the Town Board is obligated to abide by. Councilman Amthor credits the
constitution for allowing different opinions. He stressed with today's social media, it is important to
have respect for each other and respect for allowing for diversity. He stressed the importance to listen
and have an open point of view, and get along with one another. Police Chief Marlatt added that fire,
police and EMS can come onto your property if assistance is needed.
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REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Deputy Highway Superintendent Blazeski inquired about the delivery of the truck. Councilman Amthor
advised that it will be here next week. Mr. Blazeski advised that he has been meeting with other
highway superintendents to learn as much as he can. He has been inquiring if the town will qualify for
FEMAdamages. Tomorrow he will be spending the day with Joe Locicero. lnterviews for the vacant
highway position are scheduled for December 7'h.
POLICE CHIEF

police Chief Gerry Marlatt reported that no viable candidates for Dog Control Officer and Crossing
Guards have surfaced. He explained that three Crossing Guards are needed, two of them will be away in
January; the positions need to be filled. The officers on patrol can cover but if a call comes in, they

would have to leave. Chief Marlatt explained that he has reached out to the School Superintendent for
possible candidates with interest. Training is provided.
Chief Marlatt reported that all officers have been re-certified in taser training. Officer McDermott
provided the training and all officers are up to date.
Officer Laura Dunn has experience in training Orange County agencies for Procedural Justice. They wlll
be pursuing the tralning for Shawangunk.
No Shave November is a huge success and the program has been extended to Double Down December.
Chief Marlatt explained that the program is a win win for the PBAChief Marlatt reported that he has submitted an invoice to Ulster County for reimbursement for
discovery materials that were purchased when the rules changed, and municipalities were mandated to
purchase materials. After five months, they have been notified of the procedures to follow to get the
reimbursement. He believes it is approximately S1500.00, Chlef Marlatt will forward the information to
Supervisor Valk.
There was a small fender bender on Thanksgiving Day with a police vehicle. The Sheriffs Office handled
the report. He would like to submit for repair of the vehicle as it is the new one. The amount of damage
is S1400.

Chief Marlatt announced that the PBA will be hosting a meet Santa and cookie event on December 18th.
It will be in the Community Room and Santa will arrive in a Police Truck. J.D.'s Deli will be providing the

hot chocolate.
Councilman Amthor explained that the PBA and Town Board are participating in the "STUFF-THE-BUS"
campaign. Mr. Amthor explained that the collection time has changed. lt will start at 9 a.m. and end at
2 p.m. Orange County Transit is donating two buses for the event. Several businesses have had
donation boxes and it seems like a huge success so far. The food will be donated to the localfood banks
in Shawangunk.
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TOWN COMMITTEE REPORTS
HIGHWAY
No report
PUBTIC SAFETY

No report.
WATER & SEWER
No report.
PARKS

No report.
SIDEWALKS/LI6HTING
Supervisor Valk advised that Councilman Watkins provided a list of lights that were out. He wlll contact
Central Hudson. Police Chief Marlatt suggested that the overnight officers could check and report the
light poles that are out. Supervisor Valk will provide a list of pole numbers so the officers can report by

pole number the lights that are not working.
RECREATION

No report.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Councilman Watkins reported that the Transfer Station continues to be very busy. Handouts are being
provided to residents advising of the holiday hours and the winter schedule for electronics.
PERSONNNEI./PROCEDURES

Ulster county Planning Board
Supervisor Valk explained that terms are expiring for Ulster County Planning Board members Mark
Watkins and Richard Barnhart. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman
Amthor to re-appoint Mark Watkins as a Regular Member and Richard Barnhart as an Alternate

Members, to the Ulster County Planning Board.
Building lnspector
Supervisor Valk advised that the Executive Session scheduled at the end of tonight's meeting is to
discuss the position of Building lnspector.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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BUILDINGS

No report.
COMPUTERS

No report.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No report.
NEW BUSINESS

Entrance Signs
Supervisor Valk provided a sample of "Welcome to Shawangunk" signs to replace the ten signs that are
located at entrances to the Town. He explained that the signs are twenty-eight years old and need to be
replaced. Mr. Valk is also suggesting to add two additional signs on Bruyn Turnpike. The cost for each
sign is $240.00. lt was suggested to eliminate the wording "Ulster County" and replace with
,,Established 1788". The signs will be black and white. The posts are already in place from the previous

signs. The Town Board members were in agreement to having the new signs made. Supervisor Valk will
proceed with ordering the signs.
AUDIT OF CTAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT
GENERAL
HTGHWAY
WATER
SEWER

WARRANT
2!
2L
2L
20

VOUCHERS
835-861
405-408
135-136
204-205

AMOUNT

5
5
s
s

27

'857.64

9,143.40
212.88
1984.93

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins that the claims be
paid as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to recess the Regular
Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 7:52 p.m.

voTE: councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to end the Executive
Session and enter back into the Regular MeetinB at 8:01 p.m.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

Jane P Rascoe

Town Clerk

