
REGUTAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 16th day of September

2021 at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman

Matthew Watkins, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Robert Miller was excused. Also, present

was Highway Superintendent Joe LoCicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Member Richard

Barnhart, Councilman Elect Alex Danon, Highway Superintendent Elect Rich Blazeski and several

members of the community.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting - September 2, 2021

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the

minutes of the Regula r Meeting held on Septembet 2,2021.

VOTE: councilman watkins, abstain, councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor

Valk, aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Wallkill Fire Company

M r. Eric Orr, President of the Wallkill Hook, Ladder & Hose and First Vice President of the H udson Valley

Volunteer's Firemen's Association, approached the Town Board to address concerns the Town Board

may have with the parade being held in Wallkill next summer. He explained that the parade was

approved by the Town Board in 2019; it was paused due to COVID. They have been making plans to

move forward. Mr. Orr stated that he read comments in the newspaper that the parade may not be

approved. Heispresenttonighttofindoutiftheparadeisapprovedornotapproved. SupervisorValk

stated that at a meeting in July the board was advised that an answer would be needed by September.

Supervisor Valk stated that the board wanted to revisit the parade plans. They met with the Police Chief

who explained that the plan that was laid out was very organized. Councilman Amthor stated that the

main concern is the size of the parade and the amount of people that would be in town, and how that

would affect the residents.

Mr. Chan Rivera, Director of Municipal Services and Chairman of the State Firemen's Association stated

that the parade would not be much larger than the county conventions and county parades. Supervisor

Valk inquired if invitations were sent out for companies to participate. Mr. Orr stated, yes, they do send

invitations, and they would limit the amount of participation. Councilman Amthor stated that in Lake

George, where former parades were held, drew families to vacation to the area at the same time. He
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stated that since there have not been many parades lately there is a possibility of a larger response. Mr.
Orr stated that they would cap the number ofvehicles. He further explained that those decisions will be

made in October. They were caught off guard and these things will get worked out. Councilman Amthor
and Supervisor Valk both agreed that the planning committee was very organized. Mr. Orr shared that
the parade may be re-routed with events ending up at the new firehouse. The original route that the
police committee agreed to in 2019 may be changed. Mr. Orr stated that the last parade here in 2012

did not have a lot of people hanging out like the parades do in Lake George. He continued to explain

that they have never had a problem, they are trained to assist the police. Supervisor Valk stated his

concern with problems that Lake George had with over one hundred fire companies. Mr. Orr stated this
parade will not be larger that the St. Patrick's Day Parade that is held in Wallkill. He continued to explain

that Lake George was always the community where the parade was held and there have been troubles

with personalities and liquor, which were unfortunate. Supervisor Valk stated that there was a resident

that came to the Town Board to request a noise ordinance because of a graduation party that was held

in the hamlet. Mr. Orr stated that that was an exception. He explained that they need to move forward
at this time and need approval. Councilman Watkins inquired how many people would be attending if
one hundred companies participated in the parade. lf there were two thousand people, he has

concerns with access for the residents who live here. Mr. Orr stated that is the same challenge they face

with every parade. The parade will keep moving, and the traffic will not be stopped for long. Once the
parade is over, there is limited impact. There are sixteen companies that will be assisting with the fire
police to control the traffic. lt is not a big deal as they are trained to handle this. Once the parade is

over, the people go back to their motel orthefirehouse. Councilman Watkins stated he has no problem

with the parade, he just has questions. Mr. Orr stated that they are more prepared now than in 2019,

they have vetted every scenario. Councilman Amthor explained that he is not against the parade, all of
his remarks from the last meeting did not make the newspaper article. Mr. Orr explained that he

thought that everything was addressed.

Chief Marlatt distributed copies of the fire code and advised that crowd managers are needed and

inquired if theyhadthem. M r. Orr stated that he will providethe namesofthe managers. He stated for
now they need to move forward and will work through any questions or issues the town has. They need

approval at this time. Chief Marlatt stated that they need to cover every avenue and work through the
issues. Mr. Orr stated that they are willing to attend every meeting and address any issue that needs

to be resolved.

Councilman Dewitt explained that there are two Town Board members on the Safety Committee.

Typically, the Public Safety Committee would present a plan to the Town Board, making a

recommendation. To date, he has not seen a plan for the parade. Mr. Dewitt stated the committee

needs to come forward with a plan. Mr. Orr stated that it is the same plan as 2019, which was

approved. Supervisor Valk explained that Mr. Orr previously came to a meeting to request approval for
next year. The Town Board was told that an answer was needed by September. Mr. Orr stated that the

Police Chief a nd Councilman Amthor have the plan. Councilman Amthor stated that they will work

things out to approve the plan. The next meeting is scheduled Thursday at 7:00 p.m. The Chief, Mr. Orr

and the Public Safety Committee will be in attendance.

There was an inquiry if there was a budget for the parade. Mr. Orr said they have a S15,000.00 budget.
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Along with that, certain companies have commitments to cover other expenses. Mr. Orr explained that
the parade ends at Popp Park where less than three hundred people will stick around. The bus barn lot
would be used for parking. Councilman Dewitt noted that previous county parades ran perfectly and

never had a problem. Mr. Orr stated that this parade will be no different, some people will be

inconvenienced. The parade is the third weekend in.,une. They will be staged at the school and other
areas; there will be a few houses that will be affected. The traffic will be controlled in one direction so

backups don't occur. M r. Orr sa id they he is confident that they are much more prepared than they ever

were with the EMS and Fire Police. Supervisor Valk advised that the Public Safety Committee will give a

list of concerns to Mr. Orr. Councilma n Amthor stated that they can proceed with the parade and

address any issues that need to be resolved.

Mr. Chan Rivera advised that Wallkill Fire Department has been working on this parade five years in

advance. This parade has been held in various locations in Ulster County with no problems. He thanked
the Town Board for the approval, as a lot of planning has gone into this. ln two years, they hope to bring
the parade back to Saugerties. No other issues were raised.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from Tim Secor 9/L3/21on Cannabis Sales in Wallkill. Letter received

from Alexandra Vanderkam on9/L5/2lon Cannabis Sales.

PUBTIC DISCUSSION - CANNABIS DISPENSARIES

Supervisor Valk advised that New York State passed the Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act (MRTA) in

March 2021. He explained that the law will fall under the jurisdiction of the state by an appointed

Cannabis Control Board, which members are just getting appointed to. Mr. Valk explained that
municipalities can opt-out of retail dispensaries or on-site consumption licenses. lf a municipality

decides to opt-out, they must do so by December 31,2021. lf the municipality decidesto opt-out, they
can opt back in at a later date. lftheTownBoarddoesnottakeaction,thendispensariesandlounges
will be allowed to open. Several surrounding municipalities are opting-out to protect themselves.

Police Chief Marlatt explained that by law, municipalities cannot opt-out of adult use legalization.

People age 2l years of age can legally use marijuana; this is a state law and the Town has no control

overthis. The Town has the option to decide if we want retail dispensaries or permits foron-site
consumption. Chief Marlatt further explained that as a general rule, anywhere smoking tobacco is

prohibited, so is cannabis, except in a motor vehicle. This would apply to town and county owned
properties, aswell asparks. He advised if the Town did not opt-out, they could never opt-back-in in the

future. He stated that nothing is clear in the laws yet so if the Town opted-out, and if it became good for
the Town, they could change and opt-in. Supervisor Valk explained that in the future, zoning regulations

could control the hours and conditions. He further explained that of the 4% of cannabis sales, 25% of
the tax revenue goes to the county and 75% goes to the Town.
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The meeting was opened up to the public for comments:

Anthony Mantello - stated he feels dispensaries in town would be great to bring in taxes and business.

Other areas in New Jersey are having success. He is aware of one town that is hoping to get their local

taxes down to zero. He thinks it would be a huge benefit for people to come here and not other towns.
It would be good for other businesses in town. Although he does not partake in this, it would be a

golden opportunity for the town.
Toni Knabl - inquired who would the product be sold to? Supervisor Valk stated that it is legal for
anyone 2l years of age to purchase, similar to a liquor store.

Dave Davis - under the law, does the town have to accept both? He would be in favor of sales but no

caf6 consumption. lf the town opted out, it would give time to set up zoning and revisit at another date.

Steve Cromwell- questions what if people went to a caf6 and consumed and got in their car and drove

after consuming. Police Chief Marlatt explained that it would be the same as a bar. The problem right

now is the state put the cart before the horse, making cannabis legal without ramifications in place.

There are a lot of what if's and a lot of answers that are needed from the state.

David Serrano - stated that he is excited about this new law. He has been in the business for ten years.

He spoke of opting back in and the importance of being the first application for a retail micro Iicense.

Mr. Serrano feels that by making this legal, the black market would be eliminated. Law enforcement

would benefit by the cameras that would be installed which would serve for the public good. He spoke

of the benefit of the taxes and stated that consumption will happen, so this is a safer practice.

Peter Ridout - requested clarification where marijuana can be smoked. Supervisor Valk stated that
people can walk down the street and consume it. Mr. Ridout stated that for example at the Parkview,

people also consume food. The second-hand influence for people who live in town may not be worth it

for the taxes.

Laurie Rodriquez - stated that with her occupation, if she tests positive for marijuana, she will lose her

.iob. What affect will second hand smoke have with a consumption caf6.

Nina Serrano - stated that there are concerns with use of social consumption in Wallkill. Wineries can

be consumption sites and they can serve food along with 30 mg of cannabis. She stated that she lived in

Julesburg, Colorado, which is on the Nebraska border. The state placed a 55.00 fee on all purchases and

was able to rebuild the entire downtown. The main street is now thriving.

Leif Spencer - stated he is a retired police officer from the Newburgh Narcotic lnvestigation Unit. He

has public safety concerns and has researched the issue and believes that consumption is unsafe. He

explained that when someone was arrested, they revealed in conversations that the first drug they

consumed was marijuana. ln states where marijuana was legalized, studies have shown that the rate of
fatal motor vehicle accidents doubled. He is concerned with bringing this to our town. People have to
get back in their cars. ls the public safety of our residents worth the risk of taxes that will be brought in.

Shawangunk is one of the safest towns in the United States, and he would like to keep it that way.

Police officers need training, they can't articulate without the proper equipment. That is an expense

that needs to be considered.

Dan Larsen - stated that he agrees with everything Mr. Spencer said and urged the Town Board to opt

out.
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Steve Cromwell - stated that it is illegal to smoke cigarettes in public dining restaurants, why would it
be differentfor marijuana. He spoke of cigar lounges and compared them to consum ption caf6s. Chief
Marlatt explained that it depends on the license issued by the state.

Hal Chorny - this is exciting but a possible calamity that started a long time ago. He suggested the town
should do a study how these laws affected other communities.
Andy Ghiorse - stated that zoning is where regulations can happen. We need to depend on the Town

Board to decide the locations on where it can happen. Mr. Ghiorse added that some states prohibit the
smoking of cigarettes in cars.

Adrienne Perine - stated that there is a medical side to this and notjust access to marijuana. People

need access to CBDs for various ailments. There is not good access to medical facilities in our area.

Transportation is a problem for seniors who can't get to the areas to purchase. Having dispensaries

here would be a benefit.
Toni Knabl - stated she is a medical marijuana user and has been for the last five years. She explained

that it was a process to get a certificate to purchase it. She went through a lot to get approval for her

condition. Ms. Knabl stated that there is a difference with medical marijuana. A medical dispensary

may be a way to control things, and she has no issue with that. She is not in favor a smoking lounge

which will bring problems to the town.
Anthony Mantello - stated that the majority of business is edible and pill form. People are concerned

with an unsavory element that will be brought in, illegal sales are happening now, this would give more

control. He feels zoning is important, not to locate by a school like a liquor store.

Alicia Caruso - stated that studies have been done and data collected from 1993 to 2019 that shows

limited access to the black market with allowing dispensaries and having access to products.

Kassandra Meyer - having a dispensary is a legal regulated system. Studies show that police are trained

with DWl. This should be looked at as a controlled way for the town to get revenue.

Chief Marlatt- with regard to the black market, people in the community are not going to buy for a kid,

strangers to the town will and then leave town. He inquired where people using medical marijuana now
go. There is a distinct difference, the proportions are controlled and the quality is there, it is a related

product.

Gary Specht - stated he lives on Church Street and walks all around the town. Prior to the law, at any

given time, you can smell marijuana, its nothing new and all over. lt's been that way for twenty years,

always been here. Only difference is it is now legal.

Kelli Greer - requested clarification if you buy it anywhere else, can you use it anywhere. People will

bring it home and smoke it, it's legal. This won't stop it coming to Wallkill.

Steve Cromwell - stated that people can order cannabis and have it delivered; you don't have to go

anywhere to buy it. The cameras are an incentive.

Dave Davis - stated now is the time for the Town Board to draft a law to ban. Supervisor Valk clarified

that the Town can't ban the use because it is a law and allowed in public.

Hal Chorny - stated it is all around us, is the basis to make it harder for people?

Supervisor Valk explained that this is not a Public Hearing, the Town Board was interested in getting

input early on. There was a wide varlety and good points raised. ln addition, a Public Opinion on
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Facebook and the Town's Website may be posted to gain additional input from the residents. Mr. Valk

explained that the Town Board has until December 31't to pass a law, which would be subject to
permissive referendum. There will be a Public Hearing held if the Town Board decides to opt-out.
Supervisor Valk thanked the residents for coming out and sharing their opinions.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

SUPERVISOR'S REPORT

The Supervisor's Report of August 2021 was received.

TOWN CTERKS REPORT

The Town Clerk Report for August 2021 for 529,928.40 was received.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highways Superintendent Joe LoCicero reported the following:

The department is getting the equipment set up and ready for winter.
Fiber matting was completed on Redder Road and Laurel Park.

Roads that will have chip sealing, unless delayed by the winter are Lake Shore Drive, Rutsonsville, Jansen

and Aumick Roads. He is presently discussing with Gorman the possibility of some of the work having to
be pushed off until spring. lf that is the case, the cHIPS funding will get rolled over.

He advised that the salt will have to be ordered soon. They have enough on hand to handle one storm.

A new tandem truck is needed. He is concerned about this winter without one. Supervisors Valk

advised that the budget review will be at the Walker Valley Schoolhouse on October 14th where they can

discuss the truck. Mr. Locicero explained that the problem is with computer chips, they can't get them.
lf a truck goes down, that will create a problem. Councilman Amthor agreed that the computer chips

are killing the transportation industry. Highway Superintendent LoCicero suggested that the town
should start looking at other avenues, perhaps look at used trucks.

Mr. Locicero advised that he will have a letter in hand tomorrow from an employee who is resigning. He

stated that this will create the need to hire another employee.

POTICE CHIEF

Chief Marlatt advised that the Police Department will be assisting with the Weekend of Wallkill. They

will be supplying vehicles and assist where needed.

TOWN COMMITTEE REPORTS

PUBLIC SAFETY

Fire Parade Request

Discussed a bove.
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Pine Bush Fire District
A letter was received from the Pine Bush Commissioners on September 5, 2021, advising that they

would like to re-visit the discussions on incorporating the Prospect Protection into the Pine Bush Fire

District. lt was agreed to table until another meeting.

WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk reported that the River Road garage has been looked at by the engineer. A quote was

received for 560,000.00 to repair, which was rejected. Plywood and trusses are needed. The project

will go out to bid.

PARKS

Verkeerderkill Park

Kelli Greer inquired if the hole in the barn roof had been repaired. Councilman DeWitt will check on the

status of the repair. Ms. Greer requested the potholes be filled in on the roadway between the

pavilions.

SIDEWALKS/TIGHTING

No report

RECREATION

No report

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk reported that Councilman Watkins is concerned with the railings at the Transfer Station

and emergency repairs are needed. The committee will come up with a plan.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk advised that the Part Time Building lnspector that was hired less than six months ago

has resigned. September 22"d is his last day. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded

by Councilman Watkins to accept the resignation of Ahren Robertson effective September 22,2021.

VOTE: Councilman watkins, aye, councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

Supervisor Valk advised that he will post an advertisement for the position on the town Facebook page.

BUILDINGS

Councilman Dewitt reported that he purchased light bulbs for the fixtures that are not working in the

Town Hall. Supervisor Valk discussed the lighting upgrade for the building. lt will be discussed at the

next meeting.
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COMPUTERS

No report.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business was discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

PAGE EIGHT SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

Town Facebook Page

Supervisor Valk advised that there is Facebook page that comes up when you search the Town Facebook

page. lt has similar content but there are political postings and information that are not related to the
town. Councilman Amthor explained that they don't know who the administrator of the page is. He

further explained that residents who do not know this may be upset when the town does not respond to

them. At this time, all that can be done is to clarify the difference. The Town Facebook cover page is

different with a photo of the Town Hall.

Resident Concern

Dave Davis inquired if the Town Board could do anything with the weeds that are growing up at the

former Ford Garage building. Supervisor Valk said that he would talk to the code Enforcement Office

and further explained that the courts have been tied up.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

There were no Budget Transfers.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 1,6 636-669 5 36,263.25

HTGHWAY 16 309-325 s 38,999.4s

WATER 16 98-105 s 5,933.05

SEWER 16 L66-L72 $ 14,920.00

TRUST & AGENCY 1.4 68-70 5 1.,612.48

L|GHT 8 8-9 s 3,907.s0

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor that the claims be paid

as audited.
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VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the

Regular Meeting.

VOTE: councilman Watkins, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


