
REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, county of ulster, state of

New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 2nd day of September

2021 at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, and Town

Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Robert Miller and Councilman Matthew Watkins were excused. Also,

present were Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins, Councilman Elect Alex

Danon and severalmembers ofthe community.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. supervisorValk led the Town Board in a moment of

silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting - August 12, 2021 & Public Hearing - August 12, 2021

A motion was made by councilman Dewitt and seconded by councilman Amthor to approve the

minutes ofthe Regular Meeting held on August L2,202L, and the minutes ofthe Public Hearing held on

August 12, 2021.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye' Councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from the New York State Department of St ate on 8/25121regarding the

2020 population Totals and Town of Gardiner on 8/26/2L regarding a Public Hearing Notice on Short

Term Rentals.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Cooper Road

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Canosa addressed the Town Board to discuss the condition of Cooper Road. Mr.

canosa explained that over the past one and half years several new families have moved in. This is

creating issues with the road not being safe. The edge of the road has deteriorated and the already

narrow road is getting narrower. There is nowhere for the kids to walk safely on the road. Mr. Canosa

stated that he wants the Town Board to be aware that the road is not safe. He is requesting them to not

only address the long-term issues with the road, but for now, possibly address the problems to make the

road a little safer. Mr. Canosa stated that he realizes the road needs to be rebuilt, but for now, he is

hoping the Town Board would consider doing something to make the road a llttle safer.
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vision of Wallkill
Mrs. Adrienne Perine advised that the weekend of wallkill will be held on september 17th and 18th.

There will be a free pirate show under the tent. There will also be a silent auction with paintings that

were done at the Shawangunk Reformed Church. The tent will be set up on the Central Avenue side of

thelibrarylawn. The artists are donating one half of the money that will be raised from the sale of their

work. Mrs. perine stated that the Vision of Wallkill is engaging the entire community and hopes to see

everyone at the event.

County Legislative Report

Legislator Ken Ronk explained that he is supporting the use the American Rescue Funds that Ulster

county is receiving, on Brownfields. He hopes to have some of the funding go towa rds Phase ll

assessments for properties that may be contaminated, and possibly clean them up and get them back

on the tax rolls. Mr. Ronk advised that his goal, when the funding comes around is to see that the

Brown's Junkyard property on Albany Post Road gets cleaned up and put back on the tax roll. Presently

the County is owed 5500,000.00 +/- in back taxes.

Legislator Ronk advised that he was contacted about the exit area at the bank not being striped after

work was done. He explained that the Department of Public Works does have it on the schedule but

they are running behind with the striping due to the weather.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

No report.

POLICE CHIEF

Hudson valley Fireman's Parade

chief Marlatt advised that he met with the Police committee who has concerns with the size of the

parade, and if the Town can handle it. councilman Amthor explained that he met with the wallkill Fire

Department to address the Hudson Valley Volunteer Fireman's Parade to be held next summer. One of

the concerns is the number of fire companies who will attend. When the parade was in Lake George,

there were huge amounts of people with fire companies brinSinS very large pieces of apparatus. Mr.

Amthor explained that they want to support the event, but it needs to be held safely. Perhaps it may

have to be toned down a bit. Supervisor Valk stated the event involves two parades and fireworks; they

want to see the parade be a success. Chief Marlatt further explained that he met with the Wallkill Fire

Department who has laid out a very specific plan addressing many issues. He will be meeting with Eric

orr who has the event very organized. councilman Dewitt inquired with resident Delbe spath about the

size ofthe parade. Mr. Spath explained that since the parade has not been held in two years, it may be

larger that the county parades held in the past. Mr. Spath explained that the Friday night parade is

much smaller. He feels that the parade will bring in revenue for the businesses in town. Councilman

Amthor said the Town will gather additional information to make sure the Town can handle holding the

parade without disrupting the residents.
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TOWN COMMITTEE REPORTS

HIGHWAY

No report.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Discussed above.
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WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk reported that the unpaid water and sewer bills can be relevied on to the tax bills

because the bills will come out after Decembe( 24,2027.

PARKS

No report.

SIDEWALKS/tIGHTING

councilman Amthor reported that he has not received any updates from the contractor and the

committee will have to implement Plan B.

RECREATION

Halloween

Councilman Dewitt reported that there will be Halloween at Verkeerderkill Park. The event will be a

Trunk orTreat on sunday october 31't. The time will be 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be games, a

costume parade and haunted house with live music and food. Mr. Dewitt explained that he has teamed

up with Mr. Charlie Garrison who is planning the activities. A flyer for the event was reviewed and

approved.

Councilman Dewitt reported that he is working with the Vision of Wallkill for the Halloween event that

will take place in wallkill on saturday, october 30!h. He explained that the group is re-vamping plans

because the Walker Valley Band is not available to play in the parade this year. Councilman Dewitt

explained that he is working with Donna Barczak, the President of V.O.W. The Town will assist with

whatever plans the group comes up with.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk explained that he is proposing an increase in the mattress and box spring fee for the

Transfer Station. He further explained that the Town is receiving a bill each month for each additional

piece that is plcked up by the county. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by councilman

Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to raise the mattress & box spring fee by $5.00 each piece.
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voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk, aye. councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

PERSONNNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk reported that a recommendation for a part-time Court Clerk has been made by the

Judges. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by councilman Amthor and seconded by

Councilman Dewitt to hire Nancy Glassen at a rate of 515.66 per hour.

VOTE: Councilman DeWitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

BUITDINGS

Supervisor Valk reported that he is getting prices for the shingles for the Walker Valley Schoolhouse

roof.

COMPUTERS

No report.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Garvey Special Use Petmit

Supervisor Valk reported that it has been several months, he is recommending that the fees be refunded

to the Garvey's, minus what was expended for consultant fees. Mr. Valk explained that he has spoken

to Mrs. Garvey and they will apply to the Planning Board if they decide to pursue the TENTRR Sites in the

future. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to return the

fees.

voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk, aye. councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins requested clarification if the use could continue, or since it's not

a permitted use, must they stop as it is a violation.

NEW BUSINESS
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Cannabis Dispensaries

Supervisor Valk explained that the way the law is written, m unicipalities have until the end of the year

to opt out of the law of allowing adult use cannabis retail dispensaries. lf a municipality does not opt

out by December 31, 2021, they will not be able to opt out at a later date. Mr. valk further explained

that the municipality can regulate where to locate them. The use of cannabis would not be allowed

anywhere there is no smoking, for example the parks. Mr. Valk stated that the State collects the tax and

twenty-five percent of the tax revenue goes to the county, with seventy-five percent Soing to the Town.

Mrs. Adrienne perine stated that hemp has been around since the 20's and does not cause lung damage.

She continued to explain that most of the talk is political and multi factional. lt's about economics, the

Town can make money. lf the Town does not make it available, people will go to the other towns

around us. Supervisor Valk stated that it is up to the Town to decide where they can have dispensaries.

Mrs. Perine stated that there needs to be public input before a decision is made.

Mr. Andy Ghiorse stated that tasting rooms and farms could have hemp-fests which should be

considered in the zoning. SupervisorValk stated thatthis would fall under Agri-tourism. Hehasbeen

following other towns as they have been discussing and debating this issue. He agrees that we need to

have public input. Mr. Valk is suggesting that a public information meeting be held at the next Town

Board meeting on september 16th. Councilman Amthor stated that although he wants to go on the

record of not being in favor of cannabis dispensaries, he understands there could be an economic

benefit and would like to hear from the public. Councilman Dewitt stated he wants to hear the input

from the residents. lt was agreed that this discussion will ta ke place at the beginning of the Town Board

meeting on September 16th.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt for the following

Budget Transfers:

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

INCREASE

A3310.400

47310.100
A2555.

A7110.400

TO DECREASE

TO DECREASE

TO DECREASE

TO DECREASE

A5132.400

A1990.400

A3620.400

A1990.400

5 280.74

s2,848.00

s 400.00

s4,ooo.0o

voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk, aye. councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.
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ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

GENERAL 15

HIGHWAY 15

WATER 15

SEWER 15

TRUST & AGENCY 13

SIDEWALK 2

598-63s

298-308

94-97

159-165

63-67

2

5 27,621..63

5343,824.22

5 793.21

5 9,093.42

S 1,s82.s0

S 1,060.oo

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.

VoTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller

and Councilman Watkins were absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


