
REGUTAR MEETING JUNE 3,2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 3rd day of June 2021 at

7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, and Town
Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Robert Miller and Matthew Watkins were excused. Also, present were
Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on May 20, 2021.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller
and Watkins were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from the Town of Montgomery regarding a Public Hearing on the

Comprehensive Plan on 613/2L, Town of Wawarsing regarding a Public Hearing on Zoning Changes on

6lL7/2L, and a letter was received from E & L Garvey regarding Special Use Permit Fees on 5/25/2L.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

EaEle Scout Proiect
Nevin Cannistra presented his finished project to the Town Board. Nevin is a Life Scout in Boy Scout
Troop 1002 of Pine Bush. Nevin explained that his project was the rehabilitation of Elleison's Chapel

Cemetery located at Mountain and Redder Roads. He explained that his goal was to honor the two civil

war veterans that are buried there. He clea ned up the property by trimming and rebuilding the rock

walls, replacing the old fence, erecting a sign at the entranceway, and building a bench for visitors. He

cleaned the gravestones and collected those in multiple pieces. He discovered that there was a totalof
five graves located in the cemetery. Along with the veteran, his family members were also buried there.
Nevin presented a photo board and photo book with before and after pictures. He requested Supervisor
Valk sign his papers of release now that the project was completed. He requested that the Town add

this property to its maintenance roster. Supervisor Valk stated that they will add this cemetery to the
list. He inquired when Nevin's Court of Honor will be taking place. Nevin shared that there is not a date
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as of yet, but it will probably be in the fall and he will advise the Town Board when the date is

scheduled. The Town Board and the audience thanked Nevin for his accomplishment and applauded

him for a job well done.

Police Reform Committee

Mrs. Adrienne Perine inquired if the Town Board was familiar with a video that caught her attention on

Facebook regarding a situation that took place last year on Bruyn Turnpike. There are claims of

harassment that took phone calls to the Ulster County Sheriff to get attention. Ms. Perine stated that

she feels this issue need to be referred to the Police Reform Committee. The Town Police should have

been taking the claims of ridicule and harassment seriously. Councilman Brian Amthor stated he was

familiar with the situation and wanted to clarify that Police Chief Marlatt did bring in outside agencies to

look at how his department handled the case. Councilman Amthor stated that Facebook videos and

posts have been escalating the situation. He suggested waiting for Police Chief Marlatt to arrive so he

could explain the on-going situation.

Memorial Day Parade

Mrs. Adrienne perine stated that she attended the Memorial Day Parade which was a wonderful event.

She suggested that it was not well attended because there was not enough advertising. Supervisor Valk

stated that one of the reasons was the High School Band was not able to play this year, therefore many

parents did not attend. He also stated that it was better than last year, when the parade could not be

held due to covlD.

United Sherpa Association

Ms. Tshering sherpa, President of united sherpa Association approached the Town Board and

introduced members of her association that were present. Ms. Sherpa explained that they purchased

land at 184 River Road last year. Due to COVID, they were not able to have an event on the property

last year. They wish to hold a fourth of July celebration this year. They are here tonight to inquire if a

permit is necessary. They would have under four hundred people attend the event. Ms. sherpa

explained that they have the Walden Temple on Route 208 but need guidance because they are new in

this town. Supervisor Valk explained that a permit is not needed if there would be under five hundred

people in attendance. Ms. Sherpa distributed the non-profit organizations journals with a plot plan of

the property showing the location where the event will take place. She stated that since they are

expecting 50-60 cars, they have requested to rent the parkin8 lot at Popp Park. They will have a sound

system, a nd the hours of the celebration are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Theywill bus the guests to the

property. The Town Board was provided an agenda for the celebration and invited them to attend the

event. Ms. Sherpa stated they just want to be aware of any rules the town may have. Supervisor Valk

advised that as long as the event was kept under five hundred people, and they talk to the Police Chief

about the traffic and noise, they should have no problems.
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Councilman Amthor requested Chief Marlatt to update the Town Board and concerned residents on the
situation on Bruyn Turnpike. Police Chief Marlatt reported that all reports from every incident were
gathered and forwarded to the Ulster County District Attorney's Office for review. The result was there

was nothing criminal at this point. The Special Division of the State Police in Highland has been

consulted, and another investigation from the State Police in Albany has concurred with the previous

opinions. When additional reports come in, these agencies will be consulted. With social media, it is a

controversial issue, and all the agencies are working to not turn the event into something it does not
need to be. Chief Marlatt continued to explained that social media clouds the appearance, as not all the

information is out there to see. This is a neighbor dispute and has been handled to the letter of thelaw.
They just want it to be resolved. There are still two incidents under investigation. All that can be done,

will bedone. lf chargesarethe result, the Ulster County District Attorney will prosecute.

M rs. Adrienne Perine inquired if the woman was informed of the actions taken by the Police

Department. Chief Marlatt stated that she was informed. The State Police handled one case last week

with no criminal activity as a result. Chief Marlatt explained that the Police Department enforces the
laws, they don't make them. The woman is not happy with many issues and emotions come into play.

The laws define what the Police Department can and can't do. People have first amendment rights to
free speech. He feels that the neighbors involved may have been friendly at one time, had a falling out,
and now this neighbor dispute has taken on a life of its own on social media. The State Police and the
Ulster County District Attorney have reviewed the entire video, not just snippets that are seen on social

media. They have seen the entire video and reviewed all statements.

Chief Marlatt stated that they are working towards a peaceful resolution. Just because it's on the
internet, doesn't mean it's true. He further explained that there are stories and allegations out there
that are not true. He ison the sideof the lawonly.

Vehicles

Chief Marlatt advised that the new police vehicle has not yet arrived. He will call again to get the status.

Code Complaint
Chief Marlatt advised that there was a complaint about tables blocking the sidewalks at Pasquale's
Restaurant. He advised that a Police Officer spoke to the Manager who will advise the owner. There
was a discussion on the sidewalk law and a prior site plan approval for outdoor dining. lt was aBreed
that due to COVID, businesses have suffered enough and at this point the Town Board would be
understanding, but at some point, in the future, the matter needs to be resolved.
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HIGHWAY

councilman Dewitt reported that he has had numerous complaints brought to his attention from

residents on Cooper Road. He would like the minutes to reflect that the road needs to be fixed.

Supervisor Valk advised that the town board has no control over the Highway Superintendent outside of

the 284 Agreement.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Right to Know Policy

Supervisor Valk reported that the Police Reform Committee has requested the Town Board adopt this

policy. Mr. Valk further explained that this policy was a priority of the Police Reform Committee. The

policy requires police officers to identify themselves when they interact with the public. The purpose is

to increase transparency and build trust. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by

Councilman Amthor to approve the "Right to Know Policy" as recommended.

voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk, councilman Miller and

Watkins were absent.

Motor Vehicles

The Town Clerk reported that the Ulster County Clerk advised that the DMV Bus will be resuming visits

to the Town Hall within the next month. An exact date has not been scheduled.

Ulster County/American Recovery Funds

Supervisor Valk reported that Ulster County held their first public meeting last night since last March.

The meeting was held at Town Hall regarding The American Recovery Funding'

WATER & SEWER

No report.

PARKS

councilman Dewitt reported that verkeerderkill Park passed the ulster county Health Department

inspection last week. The Town has approval to hold summer camp there'

Verkeerderkill Park

councilman Dewitt reported that there are some trees that need to be trimmed at the park.

SIDEWATKS/TIGHTING

supervisor valk reported that the Town Attorney is workinS on the description for the sidewalk district

extension.
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Summer Camp

Councilman Dewitt reported that he is holding off on the hiring of counselors until the next Town Board

meeting as he is waiting to see how many campers have registered.

Kayaking at Popp Park

Supervisor Valk reported that he has been approached by a New Paltz vendor who offers kayak rentals
in New Paltz on the river. He has inquired if Shawangunk would be interested in a simila r arrangement
at Popp Park. Mr. Valk advised that Councilman Miller thinks it will enhance the boat launch and

perhaps help move along the DEC with the project. Following a brief discussion, Supervisor Valk agreed

to pursue additional details and speak with the Town Attorney.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

No report.

PERSONNET/PROCEDURES

No report.

BUILDINGS

Supervisor Valk reported that the air conditioning in the court/meeting room is not working. Parts have

been ordered for the repair.

COMPUTERS

No report.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Cable Franchise Audit
Supervisor Valk discussed scope of the contract with Troy & Banks to conduct the cable television audit
for the Town. Following a discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by
Councilman Amthor to approve the contract to proceed with the audit.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller
and Watkins were absent.
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Food Truck

Supervisor Valk reported that he inquired what the Peddlers Fee is in the Town of Wallkill. The annual

permit there is 51,000 a year. The Town of Newburgh is s10.00 per year. Mr. valk reported that he told

the business owner that complained he would discuss this with the Town Board. After a discussion on a

possible annual permit or a possible amount for a monthly permit, it was agreed to table a decision until

the next Town Board meeting.

Magnanini/Pelmo Special Use Permit

The Town Board discussed the noise complaint that was brought up at the last meeting. The Planning

Board records were reviewed. The use of a decibel meter was discussed in terms oftraining and call

outs for events. Chief Marlatt discussed the issue of a civil or criminal process. Supervisor Valk agreed

to advise the complainant that he could file a complaint with the Code Enforcement/Building

Department. Chairman Mark Watkins advised that the Special Use Permit was issued with the condition

that after three complaints, it would have to return to the Planning Board.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business brought forward.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 11 374-405 513,206.52

HTGHWAY L1- t9o-204 s 14,161.56

WATER lL 50-64 5 962'26

SEWER 11 99-707 s 19,379.88

TRUST&AGENCYg3S-47sgrz.sr

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt aye, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk, aye' Councilman

Miller and Watkins were absent'

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by councilman Amthor and seconded by councilman Dewitt to adiourn the Regular

Meeting.
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VOTE: Councilman Dewitt aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller and

watkins were absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


