
REGULAR MEETING JUNE 17,2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 17th day of June 2021 at

7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins and

Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilmen Robert Miller and Brian Amthor were excused. Planning Board

Chairman Mark Watkins arrived at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
Supervisor Va lk announced that the approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting of June 3, 202 L

would be tabled until the next meeting since there are only two Town Board Members that were

present at that meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received from the Town of Plattekill regarding a Public Hearing on a State Highway

Floating Zone on 6/L6/2L.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

Lions Club

Sal Patella, President of the Wallkill Lions Club, advised the Town Board that the Lions Club would like to

purchase and install two benches at Lions Landing. The benches would be in memory of members Chris

McHugh and Sal Patella Sr. ln addition, Sal explained that Paul Mader would like to purchase a bench in

memory of his wife Delores. Mr. Patella explained that Councilman Dewitt provided him with a sample

of the type of be nch that is preferred. Sal further explained that they will most likely have in memory

plagues on the benches. The locations for the benches were discussed. At this time, they are requesting

that two benches be approved at Lions Landing and one at Popp Park. lt was agreed that the Town

would make the purchase of the benches, and the Lions Club would reimburse the Town. A motion was

made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve the installation of two

benches at Lions Landing and one bench at Popp Park.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aYe, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller

and Amthor were absent.

Councilman Dewitt reported that he has spoken to Mr. Patella about a barrier for the river bank. He has

suggested possibly installing a cable and turnbuckie to keep people safe from any possible hazard. The
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turnbuckle will not restrict the view of the river. Mr. Patella advised that they have planted a lot of
plants on the slope down to the river and suggested possibly posting signs. He further explained that
people may climb over the barrier anyway to fish. Supervisor Valk advised that the Town would be

making an attempt by putting up signs and the barrier to cover the liability issue. Mr. Paul Mader

advised that people are parking their cars and blocking the area. Their cars stick out close to the road.

Mr. Patella suggested posting no parking signs on the bollards.

Stein Road

Jacqueline Muskulus and Theodore Dieckmann from 58 Stein Road inquired about the status of Stein

Road. They have been told that it is possibly in the hands of the engineer and attorney. Supervisor Valk

explained that if easements are needed from them, the highway superintendent should be talking to
them. Ms. Muskulus explained that he did, and suggested that they come to a meeting. She further
explained that they are located on the bend of the road and are in favor of fixing the road. Councilman

Dewitt explained that the road needs to be moved. The rock will be removed and the road moved over.

Ms. Muskulus stated she would like to see the plans. Presently, she explained that they are nervous

about the steep bank with the number cars that make U-turns. There are signs posted that the road is

closed, but people don't pay attention. Supervisor Valk took their contact information and stated that
he has the plans and will forward them.

PUBTIC HEARINGS

LOCAL LAW g1 - ZONING LAW TEXT CHANGES

Supervisor Va lk opened the Public Hea ring at 7:05 p.m. He explained that this Local Law proposes text
changes and procedures to the Zoning Law. Ulster County Planning Board sent their comments on the
text that refers to voting requirements for the Planning Board. Supervisor Va lk advised that the Town of
Shawangunk Planning Board has also sent their comments. See Public Hearing Minutes.

LOCAT tAW #2 - TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS

Supervisor Valk opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m. He explained that this Local Law proposes a six-

month moratorium on the review and development of battery energy storage systems in the Town.
Supervisor Valk advised that the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board has sent a letter in support of
adopting this Local Law. See Public Hearing Minutes.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

SUPERVISOR'S REPORT - TOWN CLERK REPORT

The May 2021 Supervisor's Report was received. The Town Clerk's Report for May 2021for 532,989.00
was received.
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HIGHWAY

Supervisor Valk advised that the two-year maintenance bond of S9,038.00 for Orange County
Enterprises has expired. The bank has requested a release. Following a brief discussion, a motion was

made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to release the bond based upon

d efa u lt.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.

A letter will be sent to the bank advising them that the maintenance bond has been released.

PUBTIC SAFETY

Supervisor Valk advised that due to the Governor's latest regulations regarding COVID-19, he is

recommending that all doors to Town Hall be open to the public. Following a brief discussion, it was

agreed that sign in sheets for visitors would no longer be necessary. Hand sanitizer will continue to be

available for visitors, and anyone who is vaccinated would not be required to wear a mask.

WATER & SEWER

No report.

PARKS

Walker Valley School House Park

Supervisor Valk advised that he has met with the family of an Eagle Scout who is proposing a project in

the pa rk behind the Walker Valley School House. Theywill be present at the J uly Town Board meeting

to make a presentation.

Verkeerderkill Park

Councilman Dewitt reported that the see-saw is repaired. A new tire swing was installed. The trees

have been trimmed, and most items that were noted in the Board of Health lnspection have been

addressed.

General Parks

There was a discussion that the walking trails and Rail Trail need to be brush hogged. Supervisor Valk

advised that he ordered a 6X10 flag for the flag pole at Verkeerderkill.

Garrison Park

Councilman Dewitt advised that the backboards and rims have been delivered. He will be working on a

plan to get the poles installed.



REGULAR MEETING PAGE FOUR ,uNE 17, 2021

SIDEWAtKS/TIGHTING

Supervisor Valk reported that the Town Attorney is working on the description for the Lighting District

extension for Apple and Blossom Lane. This will require a Public Hearing which should be held in

August.

RECREATION

Summer Camp

Councilman Dewitt reported that many applicants were interviewed this past week. He stated that this

year there will be an exceptional staff working at camp. The staff is well educated, experienced and

talented. Councilman Dewitt made a motion to hire four Senior Counselors at the rate of $15.00 per

hour. They are, Julia Romano, Lori VanTassell, Haley Dixon and Gabby Crusco; five Junior Counselors at

the rate of 513.00 per hour. They are Loren Ondreyko, Kayden Vermilling, Abreeanna Thomas, and

Rebecca Cannon; two C.l.T.'s who are not paid They are Jesse Morse and Tyler Williams. The motion

was seconded by Councilman Watkins.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.

Councilman DeWitt explained that the counselor to child ratio required by the county is twelve campers
per counselor. The Town has always had 6 campers per counselor. The staff hired so far is sufficient for
60-70 campers. As oftoday, there are 47 campers signed up with plenty of backfill coverage. Mr.

Dewitt explained that there will be a drop off zone, temperatures will be taken and hand sanitizer will

be available. Most of the staff is CPR certified and many have been with the camp for several years.

Next week orientation will be held. Workplace and Sexual violence training will be held and there will
be a "dry run" camp day.

At this point, Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins joined the meeting.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk advised that the fee schedule needs to be amended for tires. lt is costing additional

money to dispose of them. He recommended amend ing the fee from 54.00 to 56.00 for tires off the rim

and from 58.00 to S12.00 for tires on the rim. Both prices are for standard car tires only. Following a

brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to

amend the fee schedule for tires.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.
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BUILDINGS

See discussion held for Public Safety.

COMPUTERS

No report.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Food Truck/Peddlers Permit

Tabled until next meeting.
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Garvey/Special Use Permit Fee

Tabled upon recommendation of Town Attorney.

Summer Concerts

Supervisor Valk reminded the Town Board of a prior discussion with the Vision of Wallkill Committee to

sponsor one of the summer concerts. The concerts are to be held at Popp Park during the summer. Mr.

Valk advised that President Donna Barzack has contacted him with the cost, which is 5600.00. After a

brief discussion, it was agreed that the Town would go into contract with the band and pay them

directly.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business brought before the board.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Supervisor Valk polled the board members to determine if it was necessary to go into Executive Session

to discuss the CSEA Grievance. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by

Councilman DeWitt to grant the grievance request.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller

and Amthor were absent.

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the new

CSEA contract settlement, effective )anuaty L,2021.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

Supervisor Valk inquired if there were any comments or questions pertaining to either Local Law #1 or
Local Law#2. There were none. A motion was made by Councilma n Watkins and seconded by

councilman Dewitt to close the Public Hearings.

The Public Hearings were closed at 7:38 p.m.

Supervisor Valk explained that Ulster County Planning Board made some comments on Local Law #1

that were incorporated into the new language. Since the law was edited, it has to be presented to the
Town Board seven days prior to acting. For Local Law #2, action will be tabled as SEQRA information
was not received from the Planning Consultant.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL t2 406-442 s 30,500.83

HTGHWAY 12 205-224 s 56,692.55

WATER L2 54-58 s 4,994.97

SEWER t? 108-119 s 73,4s0.40
TRUST & AGENCY 10 42-45 s 878.75

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins that the claims be

paid as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller

and Amthor were absent,

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

.Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk
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LOCAL LAW #1 ot 2O2t

Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding Proposed Local Law #1 of 2021., which proposes changes and

procedures to the Zoning Law, was held by the Town Board of the Town of Shawangunk, County of
Ulster, State of New York at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, New York on the 17th

day of J une 2021.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins, Town

Clerk.,ane Rascoe. Also present was Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins and several members of
the community.

Supervisor Valk opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. Copies of the proposed law were available to

thepublic. SupervisorValk advised that Local Law #1. was referred to the U lster County Pla nning Board,

the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board, and the seven adjoining municipalities. lt is a Type I Action

under SEQRA. Mr. Valk explained that the purpose of Local Law #L was to amend various existing

sections with regard to organization, clarity and correction of errors and to add a new Section 177-88

regarding professional review expenses. Mr. Valk further explained that no substantive use regulations

are proposed in this local law.

There were no comments or questions from the audience. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins

and seconded by Councilman DeWitt to close the Public Hearing.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilmen Miller
and Amthor were absent.

Supervisor Valk explained that the Ulster County Planning Board made some comments on Local Law #1

that were incorporated into the new language. Since the proposed law was edited, it has to be

circulated to the Town Board members seven days prior to acting. Action on this Local Law will be

tabled until the July 1.5, 2021 Town Board meeting.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk
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LOCAL LAW #2 ot 2O2t

Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding lntroductory Local Law #2 of 2021, which proposes a Temporary
Moratorium on the Review and Development of Battery Energy Storage Systems, was held by the Town
Board of the Town of Shawangunk, County of Ulster, State of New York at the Town Office Building, 14

Central Avenue, Wallkill, New York on the 17th day ofJune 2021.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Adrian DeWitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins, Town
Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also, present was Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins and several members of
the community.

Supervisor Valk opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m. Copies of the proposed law were availa ble to
thepublic. Supervisor Va lk advised that Local Law #2 was referred to the U lster County Planning Boa rd,
the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board, and the seven adjoining municipalities. lt is a Type I Action
under SEQRA and the Town Board is the only involved agency. Mr. Valk explained that the purpose of
Local Law #2 is to enact a temporary six-month moratorium on the review and development of battery
energy storage systems. The law contains an appeal process where the Town Board can decide on
applications for a waiver from the local law.

There were no comments or questions from the audience. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins
and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to close the Public Hearing.

Supervisor Valk explained that there is a current solar application in front of our Planning Eoard that sits

overthe aquifer. TheTownPlanningBoardhassentaletterinsupportofadoptingthisLocal law.

Action on this Local Law will be tabled until the July 15,2027\own Board meeting.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m.

lane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


