
REGULAR MEETING MAY 20, 2021

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the zoth day of May 2021 at

7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman

Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Robert Miller was excused. Also present

was Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and Planning Board member, Richard Barnhart.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Va lk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the

minutes of the Regular Meeting held on May 6, 2021.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, abstain, Supervisor

Valk, aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence was received on 5/L3/21frcm lhe Town of Shawangunk Pla nning Board for Lead

Agency status for the Magruder Solar project on Plains Road. A Public Hearing Notice was received by

the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board for Walker Valley Auto & Truck Repair to be held on June 1,

202L.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Magnanini Winery

Mr. Andy Ghiorse, resident of Plains Road, addressed the Town Board with concerns of loud music a few

nights ago, coming from a wedding at Magnanini Winery. Mr. Ghiorse stated that after a phone call was

made to the Town clerk's office, he was advised that the Town does not have a noise ordinance. He

inquired as to what was approved by the Planning Board on the EnvironmentalAssessment Form with

regard to the noise. Mr. Ghiorse stated that he called the Department of Environmental Conservation

who advised him that the acceptable level of noise is sixty-six decibels at the property line. Supervisor

Valk shared that he remembered at the time of application that the noise issue was addressed. Mr. Valk

recalled that the applicant had to monitor the volume themselves and keep records. He is sure that

provisions were set up in the approval. Supervisor Valk will request the Planning Board to pull thefile,

Mr. Ghiorse can review it and file a complaint with Code Enforcement if they are in violation.
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SUPERVISOR'S REPORT

The Supervisor's Report for April 2021 was submitted.

TOWN CTERK

The Town Clerk's report for April 2021 for 523,065.25 was submitted.

HIGHWAY

Supervisor Valk advised that the CSEA Contract will be discussed in Executive Session later in the
meeting.

POTICE CHIEF

Police Chief Marlatt reported the following:

Personnel

Last month two part-time police officer positions were approved to be filled by the Town Board. ln

order to keep overtime costs in line, there is a need for a third officer to be hired in order to fill the void
in the June schedule. When school is finished, the need will be reduced. Following a short discussion,

a motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins to hire John A.

Mulrooney as a part-time police officer.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt aye, Councilman Amthor, Supervisor Valk, aye.

Councilman Miller was absent.

Dog Control
There has been issues with the phone calls not rolling over, the phone needs to be replaced.

Councilman Amthor advised that the phone should be returned to the Verizon store for replacement.

ATV'S

The training went well. All but two officers are certified. Certification is not a requirement to be hired,
but he would like to have all the officers trained.

PUBTIC SAFETY

Supervisor Valk advised that there have been concerns that people are cutting through Fair Rite from
Viola Avenue on ATV's. He called Darren Parker who advised he will put up cones until they can put up a
stop sign.
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WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk reported that upgrades continue as they wait for the delivery of materials.

PARKS

Councilman Dewitt reported that the parks are very busy and are being used by many organizations.

There are a lot of volunteers that have been helping with clean up at the parks.

Verkeerderkill Park

Supervisor Valk reported that he went up to Verkeerderkill Park and identified items that need to be

addressed. The flags need to be replaced, which he has ordered. The volleyball court needs to be

rototilled and new sand raked out. The ditching along the fields need work. He spoke to Joe Locicero

who will make the arrangements. Councilman Watkins reported that all the lights are working except

for the lights that need a new cable installed underground from the parking lot to the poles and another
line to the pillars. Councilman Dewitt reported that the parts have been ordered for the teeter totter.
Kelli Palinkas Greer advised that there is a hole in the ceiling to the utility building that needs repaired as

the rodents are getting in. Councilman Dewitt reported that the rubber mulch will be raked out.
Supervisor Valk reported that there are trim limbs that are blocking the sign on Route 52, they need to
be trimmed. There was a discussion on the speed limit signs. Mr. Valk suggested that bigger signs with
an odd number such as seven miles per hour be purchased and installed. The crosswalk from the
pavilion to the restrooms need to be re-painted. Kelli Greer inquired about the arrangement with the
farmer that bales the hay in the fields at the park. Supervisor Valk advised thatthe local farmerdoes
not get paid. lt is a benefit to the town to keep the grass down. He further explained that it would cost

the town more if they had to pay someone to do the mowing. A bartering system is sort of in place

which is beneficial to the Town. Councilman Dewitt explained that the local farmer makes several other

donations to the town for recreational purposes.

Garrison Park

Councilman Dewitt reported that the basketball court needs to be dug out and filled in.

Galeville Park

Supervisor Valk suggested larger speed iimit signs be installed. M r. va lk reported that the lower fields

need to be chained off. Councilman Dewitt advised that the chain has been installed.

SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

Councilman Amthor reported that he and Supervisor Valk met with the local Laborers Union to discuss

the start of work for new concrete sidewalks. The union has agreed to dig up and replace several

sidewalks this summer. The Sidewalk District has money that can pay for this work. The work will be

centrally located around, First, Second, and Buena Vista Avenues. Mr. Greg Greer advised the Town

Board that something needs to be done with the sidewalks in Walker Valley. He questioned whose

responsibility it is. Supervisor Valk advised that since they are not located in a Sidewalk District, the

sidewalk funds can't be used. They were installed by New York State and the maintenance was turned
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over to the Town many years ago. Mr. Valk advised that the sidewalks fall under the responsibility of

the Highway Superintendent. Kelli Greerquestioned if the Town Board is in charge of him. Supervisor

Valk advised that the Town Board was not, he is an elected official. He further explained that the Town

Board approves the 284 Agreement, but has no control after that. Mrs. Greer stated that the sidewalks

are a hazard from the Schoolhouse down to the cemetery and if someone falls, it will be a problem for

the Town.

RECREATION

Summer Camp

Councilman Dewitt reported that the Recreation Director who was hired to run the Summer Camp has

resigned. lt has been a mad scramble to get a new Director. The former Director, Gillian Batchasingh,

who ran camp for many years is returning. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to hire Gillian Batchasingh as Camp Director

at a rate of 522.50 per hour. Gillian is both certified in First Aid and an EMT, which is a requirement

prior to opening up registration.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to hire Patty Williams

as the Assistant Director at a rate of 518.00 per hour. Councilman Dewitt explained that Patty was the

Assistant Directorforfive years at Plattekill camp. She is AED certified, has CPR Training and is a n EMT.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins, to hire Senior

Counselors Haley Dixon and Junior Counselor Rebecca Cannon. Haley is returning and has worked at

camp for four years. Rebecca is educated in early child care and has been a counselor at Camp Robbins

for five years. The Senior Counselor rate will be a rate of 515.00 per hour, and Junior Counselor rate of

S13.oo.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

Councilman Dewitt explained that additional employees will be hired when the campers start

registering. At this time, there has been seventy-flve to one hundred campers that have either pre-

registered or expressed interest in attending camp. Councilman Dewitt noted that in the past the

acceptable ratio was twelve campers to one counselor. Our camp always had six campers to one

counselor. lt is still not clear how many campers will be in each pod, but the Governor's guidelines for

COVID will be followed. At this time masks will need to be worn when the campers are under the
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pavilion and working on things like crafts together. The masks will not be necessary when the campers

are physically active. Residents will be given preference when the applications are reviewed. The camp

is underway and has a good foundation. Many other towns are not having camps this year. lt is an

opportunity to get more experienced people with new ideas.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Councilman Watkins reported that the Transfer Station continues to be busy. Some of the tires have

been discarded.

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk explained that an employee has requested to carry over twenty-seven and three
quarters of an hour. The Bookkeeper had trips booked that were canceled due to COVID and can't get

hermoneyback. She would like to carry over the time at the end of the yea r. A motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to allow the time to be carried over.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

BUII.DINGS

As a result of the Governor's updated mask regulations for vaccinated people, a discussion took place on

what the policy for town buildings should be. lt was agreed that the door by the firehouse side of Town

Hall would continue to be the only door open to the public. lt was also agreed that visitors should

continue to sign in and use hand sanitizer when entering the Town Hall. Visitors and employees who

have been vaccinated do not have to wear a mask. More chairs will be added to the meeting/court

room as there is the capacity to social distance. Asignwill be posted on the doors that if you are not

vaccinated, you must wear a mask. Supervisor Valk stated thatalthough the numbers are going down

and the number of people getting vaccinated is going up, we must continue to be cautious.

COMPUTERS

No report.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Food Truck

Supervisor Valk reported that he received a verbal complaint from a business owner about the food

truck operating in our town. Her complaint was that she pays over s30,000 a year in taxes and he pays
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only S1OO a month for a permit. M r. Valk requested the board members consider this and be prepared

to make a decision in the future.

Comprehensive Plan

Supervisor Valk explained that after fourteen years the Town is ready to adopt a Comprehensive Plan. A

committee was formed to study the plan. Mr. Valk explained that necessary zoning changes could not

be made until the Comprehensive Plan was adopted. There were public meetings held, where many

residents came and participated in the process. ln 2020 with COVID, it was put on the shelf, but is now

ready for adoption. Supervisor Valk thanked Mark Fried for reviewing the documents, they were

tweaked with no major changes. Councilman Watkins commented that he thought a good job was done

including the community in the process. Mrs. Adrienne Perine thanked the Town Board stating that she

thought the process was an exceptional job. She thought the presentations were excellent and exciting

to see. She is hopeful that the plan will be implemented going forward. Supervisor Valk explained that

the Town Board will probably be introducing zoning changes every month. The Re-zoning committee

met this week to discuss the direction how to proceed with the changes. Supervisor Valk explained that

the Comprehensive Plan is a Type I Action under SEQRA and the impacts have been addressed. A

motion was made by councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to declare a Negative

Declaration on the environment.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent,

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the

Comprehensive Plan.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent,

Supervisor Valk explained that both Volumes ofthe Comprehensive Plan will be posted on the Town

Website.

NEW BUSINESS

Local Law f2-2021 - Moratorium of Battery Storage Facilities

Supervisor Valk explained that this local law provides for a six-month moratorium for the review and

development of battery energy storage systems. Mr. Valk explained that there is an applicant before
the Planning Board who wants to put a facility in over the aqueduct. The Town needs time to research
the impacts and put policies in place. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by
Councilman Amthor to schedule the Public Hearing on Local Law #2-2021 on June 17th at 7:06 p.m.



VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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supervisor Valk explained that as part of the Public Hearing process the notice and application will be

circulated to the County Planning Board, the Town Planning Board and the seven adjoining towns.

Cable Franchise Fees

Supervisor Valk explained that he was approached by a firm that would audit the cable franchise

contract which the Town has had since the mid 1990's. The audit would ensure that the Town is getting

all the fees they are entitled to. SupervisorValk explained that the last contract that was signed was

about ten years ago and he has not heard from the cable company since. Mr. Valk inquired if the board

members were in support of him pursuing the service. All board members were in favor.

Councilman Watkins discussed the need for additional options for better service. At this time one

company has a monopoly. He will call the Public Service Commission and research. Supervisor Valk

discussed the challenges of dealing with cable franchise company. He explained that there are state

guidelines and regulations. Mrs. Adrienne Perine suggested that this Town Board get together with
other Towns and fight together. Supervisor Valk explained that the state has been fighting this issue for
thirty years. One of problems is that the franchise continues until a contract is negotiated. Last year the

Town received 5155,000.00 in franchise fees. Another issue if residents' stream and cable get canceled,

the Town does not get any fees. The prior Town Board had good foresight and now has a Build Out Plan

which is at 98%.

Federal Rescue Funding

Supervisor Valk reported that he attended the Association of Towns Webinar on COVID Rescue Funding.

He learned that the recommendation is to go slowly as more guidelines will be coming out. The funding

can be used for infrastructure, including water and sewer and broadband. Revenue losses in the court,

due to people not paying fines, is another acceptable use. The state's first payment will be disbursed in

August. A plan has to be in place by 2024 and the money must be spent by 2026. Municipalities can get

upto seventy-five percent oftheirannual budget. There was a discussion that possibly the funding can

be used for a sewer line on Route 208. ln the past the project has not been affordable since the money

can't be taken from the Sewer District. The property owners would have to fund the project. This may

be an opportunity to get the line run. Another project may be water, as we don't have enough for new

business expansion. Additional information will be forthcoming.

Correspondence

Magruder Solar

The SEeRA Circulation from the Town Planning Board was discussed. lt was agreed the Planning Board

should serve as the Lead Agency for this application.

Walker Valley Auto
A discussion was held on the application of walker valley Auto for a special use Permit for

reconstruction of a garaSe that was destroyed by fire. The Town Board was notified because the Town



owns the Walker Valley Schoolhouse. The Town Board will recommend that lighting is directed on the

Schoolhouse side of the site.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to enter into Executive

Session to discuss the CSEA contract.

voTE: councilman Watkins, aye councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye, Councilman Mille. was absent.

The Executive Session started at 8:07 p.m.

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the

Executive Session and enter back into the Regular meeting at 8:25 p.m.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 10 344-373 s 36,186.85

HTGHWAY 10 167 -L89 s 38,103.53

WATER 10 56-s9 I 258.80

SEWER 10 92-98 s 3,854.65

TRUST&AGENCY833-37s1,156.25

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins that the claims be

paid as a udited.

VOTE: Councilman watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt aye, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman
Miller was absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.



VOTE: councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt aye, Supervisor valk, aye. Councilmen Miller

was absent.
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


