MARCH 18, 2021

REGULAR MEETING

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 18th day of March 2021
at 7:00 P.M.
were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway Superintendent Joe
LoCicero and Police Chief Gerry Marlatt. Councilman Robert Miller was excused.
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00
silence and the pledge to the flag.

p.m. Supervisor Valk

led the Town Board in a moment

of

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on March 4, 2021.

voTE: councilman Watkins,

aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
CORRESPONDENCE

A notice from the Ulster County Department of Public Works was received 3/8/27 advising that the
bridge at lndian Springs Road and Oregon Trail will be closed.
PRIVITEGE OF THE FLOOR

Park Avenue

Adrienne Gelfine-Perine inquired if the Town Board was aware of the status of the project planned along
park Avenue. She explained that the Weekend of Wallkill on September 18th was planning on using the
area to set up as long as construction was not started. Hlghway Superintendent Locicero advised that
he has been in touch with the owner who is in the process of gaining lnvestors. He does not think there
is a clear start time with the price of lumber being so high. He will touch base with the owner and
inq

u

ire.

Wallkill Bridge
Delbe Spath expressed his concerns with the width of the lanes on the bridge after snowstorms. The
last snowstorm the county did not blow the snow over the wall which is what they said they would do.
Supervisor Valk said he would discuss this with County Legislator Ken Ronk.
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PUBTIC SAFETY

Police Reform & Reinvention Plan
Supervisor Valk announced that a draft plan was submitted to the Town Board from the committee. The
plan has been posted on the Town Web-site and will to be submitted to the state by April 1sr. Mr. valk

introduced Leif Spencer, Chairman of the Police Reform and Reinvention Committee. Mr. Spencer
thanked the Town Board members for appointing him to the committee. He stated that at first, he was
a little hesitant seeing the one-hundred thirty-nine-page document from the state. When he saw the
quality of other committee members that were appointed, he was glad he accepted. Mr. Spencer
reported that the committee would like the community to know that Shawangunk is a good, safe
community, with a lack of crime. The Police Department and community work together. The Reform
and Reinvention Committee worked well with each other. Many different opinions were brought forth
and discussed. They never argued and all viewpoints were brought to light. The committee found areas
that need to be addressed and policies that need to be updated. He is pleased that the committee will
be kept intact and meet periodically to review changes that may have occurred with laws, regulations
and the community. Mr. Spencer acknowledged and thanked the committee members that were
present. They were: Rich Barnhart, Paul Mader, Rebecca Mantello, Margot Hanstein, Chief Marlatt, and
Brian Devencenzi.
Supervisor Valk stated that he sat in on a few of the meetings and was impressed with the informative
and respectful discussions. The product is impressive and he appreciates the hard work the committee

did.

He is also thankful for the participation by the public. They attended meetings, submitted input

and filled out the on-line survey.

Committee Member Paul Mader thanked Leif Spencer for all of his work in putting the document
together. He stated that it was a pleasure to serve on the committee.
Councilman Watkins thanked the committee for working together and having such a positive outcome.
Chief Gerry Marlatt stated that he would like to elaborate on thanking Leif Spencer for the timely
mannerandendlesshourshespentputtingtogethertheplanafterall of the input was received. Chief
Marlatt explained that there are hundreds of laws and policies that are constantly changing. He is
pleased that there is a commitment for additional training. The officers are always looking to do better
and in the end the community benefits. He is pleased that the committee has agreed to stay together.
He thanked the committee members, the Town Board, and the residents who all worked together. He
stated that there was no guidance from the state, they wanted municipalities to work out a plan for
themselves. Chief Marlatt explained that at first, he did not know what to expect, but is glad that this
process took place.

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adopt the Town of
Shawangunk Police Reform and Reinvention Plan.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

The Supervisor's Report for February 2021. was received. The Town Clerk's Report for 59,447.50 for
February 2021 was received.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:
The highway crews are ditching and cleaning up from plow damage. The crews are split up and working

at both ends of town.
The Street Sweeper is scheduled to come on May 1't. All the streets will be swept at least once.
New Loader and bucket have arrived.

Will have a 284 Agreement at the next meeting. He has met with Callahan to do road checks and is
meetingwith Gorman next week. When the amount of CHIPS funding is released, he will beableto put
together a final plan. He is hoping to have all the numbers by the end of April.
Rebecca Mantello inquired about the drain on the corner of CE Penny Drive. She explained that there is
a large area caved in. Mr. Locicero explained that many ofthose areas were repaired last year. The
problem is the bricks used to build the catch basins have deteriorated from the salt. He will look at this
area in the morning. Mr. Locicero explained that the repair for all of these areas is on the list.
POLICE CHIEF

Community Event
Police Chief Marlatt reported that he has purchased a V.O.W. COW and will be participating in this good
ca use.

Resignation
A letter of resignation was submitted from Officer Reece Aronow. Chief Marlatt explained that he has

accepted a position with the Dutchess County Sheriffs office. He further explained that Officer Aronow
was sponsored by the Town three years ago but was looking for full-time employment.
A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to accept the

resignation of Officer Reece Aronow effective March 19, 2021.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

Ammunition
Chief Marlatt reported that he has been able to get enough ammunition to cover spring qualifications
through the New Jersey state bid.
Parade
Supervisor Valk reported that there was a request to hold a "senior Class Parade" the town on June 24th.
The proposed route would be to start at Ostrander, take Fourth Street to Lavoletta, to Railroad Avenue
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to CE penny ending at the High School Parking lot. There were noobjectionsand the Police Chief agreed
to work with the school and report back to the Town Board'
WATER & SEWER
No report.
PARKS

Galeville Park
Supervisor Valk reported that the Director of Fish & Wildlife contacted him to inquire if the Town would
allow them to build a Bird Watching Tower on the Galeville Park site. Following a brief discussion, it was
agreed that Supervisor Valk will walk the property with the Director, get the specifications, and report
back to the board. The Town will have to insure the structure.

Field Use
Councilman Dewitt advised there is a lot of interest from various groups wishing to use all the fields at
the parks. The softball league has volunteers that are willing to work on the fields at Galeville and

Verkeerderkill. He will be working with them.
RECREATION

Summer Camp
Councilman Dewltt reported that there have been many inquiries about summer camp and he thinks it
will fill up quickly. He has been working with past employees to come up with a plan for this year. He is
hoping that by July many of the COVID restrictions will be lifted. Adrienne Gelfand-Perine suggested
providing transportation from the hamlet to Walker Valley so children can attend the camp. Councilman
Dewitt advised that in the past busing was provided from walker Valley to wallkill to summer camp

when it was held at the school. Councilman Dewitt agreed to look into this option. He will also be
looking at the option of having a second location for camp at Galeville Park. Ms. Perine suggested
putting a survey on the web-site to see if there would be interest in the busing.
Holiday Wreaths
Lions Club submitted a quote for wiring and bulbs for the repair of the holiday wreaths.
SIDEWATKS/tIGHTING
Rebecca Mantello inquired whose responsibility is to make repairs to sidewalks in front of their homes?

Supervlsor Valk said it depends if the property is located in a Sidewalk District or
Amthor agreed to check if her property on CE Penney Drive was in a district.

not. Councilman
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RESOURCE RECOVERY

Councilman Watkins reported that residents are aggressively using the Transfer Station. When the
weather improves, they will begin grading of the pads.
PERSONNEUPROCEDURES

Public Employer Health Emergency Plan
Supervisor Valk reported that the adoption of the health plan is required by New York State. He
inquired if the board members had a chance to review the plan, and if they were prepared to adopt
motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins to adopt the Public

it.

A

Employer Emergency Health Plan.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

Building Department
Supervisor Valk reported that the Building Department is presently short staffed. A part-time Building
lnspector with the mandatory classes is needed. A recent civil service test was given but for now there
are none available. Mr. Valk suggested putting a notice on the Town Web-site for the opening.
BUITDINGS

Cleaning Services
Supervisor Valk reported that there has been dissatisfaction with the present cleaning company.
Councilman Dewitt explained that it is being discussed to possibly do the cleaning in house. Supervisor
Valk suggested going out to bid for cleaning services.

Town Hall Hours
Supervisor Valk advised that during the pandemic Town Hall access has been limited to the public.
Although the employees have been working in the building until 4 p.m., the doors were locked at 1 p.m.
This has been an effective protocol in reducing the capacity of people coming in the building. He
discussed when the building should open back up to the normal 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. lt will be decided at the
next Town Board meeting.
COMPUTERS

No report.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING
No report.
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NEW BUSINESS

American Rescue Plan Act Funding
Supervisor Valk advised that Congress was awarded money to municipalities. He does not know what
the money can be used for yet. The U.S. Treasury Departmentwill be forthcom ing with guidelines on
the possible uses. Councilman Dewitt stated that the Town is tentatively scheduled to receive S1.52
million dollars. He would like to see some of this money to go towards infrastructure projects, as they
are the first thing to get cut from the budget each year. A resident suggested spending the money on

internet access. SupervisorValk explained the issuesworking with Spectrum. He advised that the
money has to be spent by 2024.
Business view Magazine
Supervisor Valk advised that Business View Magazine has contact him and would like to profile the Town
of Shawangunk in their June edition. Councilman Amthor and he will be speaking with them tomorrow.
Some of the features the town has that can be discussed is the river, open space, bird sanctuary, and rail

trail, to name a few.
AUDIT OF CTAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT
GENERAL
HIGHWAY
WATER
SEWER
LIGHT
TRUST & AGENCY
FIRE DISTRICT

WARRANT

VOUCHERS

AMOUNT

s 42,s42.12

6

L82-220

6

7

6

30-37

5

6

45-67

5 27,886.64

3

3

4

2L-22

3

4

4-96

s 34,937.36
6,816.46

S

1,sss.44
sss.oo
S 67,soo.oo

S

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid
as audited.

voTE: councilman watkins, aye, councilman Dewitt aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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AD.lOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to adjourn the Regular

Meeting.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman DeWitt aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

