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Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 10th day of December
2020 at 7:0O P.M.
PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman
Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway
Superintendent Joe Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins.
Wallkill Valley Times Reporter Connor Linskey was in attendance.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00
silence and the pledge to the flag.

p.m.

Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes
ofthe Regular Meeting held on November L9,ZO2O.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, abstain, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman
Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye,
CORRESPONDENCE

Notice of Public Hearing - Town of Wawarsing received 12/3/2O2O
Letter from B & M Vukel - Mount Valley Road received 72/4/2O2O
Supervisor Valk advised that he called the Vukel's and explained why the Town cannot consider their
request to lower the speed limit.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Red Top Road

Mr. Sal Patella addressed the Town Board. He introduced his wife Angela and several neighbors. Mr.
Patella advised that he has brought to the attention of the Highway Superintendent the condition of Red
Top Road several times and has received no response. He recently filled in a pothole himself. The road
continues to deteriorate. He realizes that Red Top Road is a dead-end road and is not a priority, but
they travel it every day, sometimes several times a day. Mr. Patella stated that many other roads in the
town were re-surfaced which were not in as bad of a shape as their road. He stated he is here tonight to
get an answer as to when the road will get some attention.
Mrs. Angela Patella stated she has done some research and found that the road has not been resurfaced
in at least fifteen years. At this point, it is a safety issue. She bent a rim on hercarbecause

ofthe
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condition. Mr. Ken Bell stated that there is no surface left on the road. Supervisor Valk agreed that it
has been a long time since the road was paved, at least twenty years.
Highway Superintendent Locicero stated that he is well aware of the condition of Red Top Road. He
explained that there is just no money to resurface it. Hewill send the crew out to patch what can be
patched. WhenthefiguresfortheCHlPSmoneyarereleased,hecanaddressitfurther. Mrs. Patella
questioned what the criteria was in deciding what roads get worked on. Mr. Locicero explained it
depends what is needed; blacktop or tar & chip, how bad the condition of the road is a nd the use of the
most traveled. Mr. Locicero further explained that the roads in the hamlet were a priority to him. They
have not been paved since the 1950's. He further explained that when he makes the decision to spend
money on a road, he likes to do everything, ditching, widening and pipes, so he doesn't have to come
back. Mr. Locicero explained that the Town lost 560,000 in funding from the Governor this year and has
no idea, with the COVID situation, what the Town will get. He explained that there is over one hundred
miles of road in the Town. There are other roads in worse shape that need to get fixed before Red Top
Road. There are so many roads that need help but the money is just not there. Mrs. Patella explained
that they understand but just want to be heard. They appreciate whatever can be done. Mr. LoCicero
confirmed that he will send the crew out to do some patching. He would like to get the Town Engineer
out to look at the road and do the project correctly. ln the spring, they will try to do what they can.
Lions club

Mr. Sal Patella reported to the Town Board that due to COVID they have decided not to do the iceskating rink at Popp Park. He said the Curling Tournament has been canceled. Mr. Patella further
explained that if the Town Board wanted them to put the ice rink in for the public, they would.
SupervisorValkthankedtheLionsClubforall the work they do for the comm unity. Healsothanked
them for helping with the holiday wreaths this year.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES
SUPERVISOR,S REPORT

The Supervisor's Report for November 2020 was received.
TOWN CLERK REPORT
The Town Clerk Report for November 2O2O for 525,261.63 was received.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:
With the recent rain, there were some issues on Birchwood Drive and Vinegar Hill Road. There was
some damage which will require some changes and additional pipes.
One of the issues is the public blows leaves into the ditches which end up clogging the drains. When we
get heavy rains, it creates flooding. Supervisor Valk suggested that a public service announcement
should be considered to prohibit this in the future.
Received a shipment of salt. The price came in 520.00 a ton cheaper tha n expected.
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The second one-ton pick-up truck is about to be out of service. Presently, the mechanic is working on it.
The specifications and prices for the new loader to be purchased were given to Supervisor Valk.
Supervisor Valk advised that he is still researching prices for financing.
On Monday one employee tested positive for CoVID-19. He was in the office with the highway crew.
They were put on quarantine. The employee is asymptomatic. A policy is needed from the Town Board
so he knows how

to make the proper decisions. lf the crew stays home for two weeks, that would be

until December 22nd. Following a discussion on protocols, Supervisor Valk explained that the guidelines
from the Health Department say that exposed essential workers can return to work. The guidelines say
that they must isolate and monitor themselves daily. Attheendoftheirshift,theymustquarantine.
He further explained that Police, Highway, Town Clerk, Bookkeeper and Building lnspector are all
considered essential employees. Supervisor Valk distributed a draft memo with "COVID-19 Guidelines
for Employees." There was a discussion on specific changes that will be made. Supervisor Valk
explained that this policy can be expanded to the policy that must be in place in April of 2021. For the
present time, guidelines are needed. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by
Councilman Dewitt to adopt the interim guidelines discussed in the memo reviewed tonight.
VOTE: ALL AYE
Supervisor Valk will make the changes discussed and distribute the memo. lt was determined that the
highway crew could return to work on Monday, with the provision that any essential worker who was

tested, receive the results prior to returning to work.
POTICE CHIEF/PUBLIC SAFETY

Police Chief Marlatt reported that he met with the Police Committee and conducted interviews for part

time police officers. He explained that two officers are scheduled with Civil Service for their medicals
this month. Once those results are received, the contingent offers will become permanent offers, which
will leave part time vacancies. He wishes to fill one of those positions at this time so they will be ready
to go. Accompanying him tonight is Robert Sisco, whom he would like to get sworn in tonight. A motion
was made by Counciiman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to hire Officer Robert Sisco as a
part time police officer.
VOTE:

A[t

AYE.

The Town Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Officer Robert Sisco. Chief Marlatt advised that he

will

sta

rt training tomorrow.

Chief Marlatt reported that there was a discussion with one of the candidates interviewed on the
possibility oftaking a part time Dog control officer position. He is currently considering the offer.
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WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk advised that the sewer bids for two projects were reviewed by our Town Engineer. The
lowest bidder for both TSW-201 and TSw-202 were by Wittcon, lnc. from Thompson Ridge, New York.
The Removal and Demolition of Equipment at the Wastewater Treatment Facility came in at S66,000.00.
The Plastic Enclosure at the Wastewater Treatment Facility came in at 5131,000.00. Each project
provides for a S10,000.00 allowance. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by
Councilman Dewitt to award both contracts to Wittcon, lnc.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
PARKS

Bench
Supervisor Valk reported that he has a request for someone to purchase a memorial bench for the Rail
Trail. He requested Councilman DeWitt research the company where previous benches were purchased.
Following a discussion, it was agreed that it would be best to come up with some bench specifications
and locations for future purchases. SupervisorValk stated that due to the time ofyear, this particular
bench won't happen until the springtime.

Verkeerderkill Park
Councilman Dewitt advised that he has requested the park employees to set up the skating rlnk. Mr.
Dewitt explained that he would like to allow family skating this winter. lt would not be open to hockey
teams. He feels that family skating is needed for residents to have some sort of recreation. There will
be a requirement to wear face masks and social distance from others. All board members were in
agreement.
RECREATION

No report.
SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

No report.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Transfer Station
getting
Councilman Watkins reported that he is looking at concrete block prices. He is also considering
will
estimates for highway dividers for the rebuilding of the blocks, which may be a better option He
pads
for the
continue to work on resolving that issue. The highway crew came in and installed two
place
store
A
to
pick
the
tires
up
dumpster bases. They are still waiting for the company to come
electronics is still being sought. The clothing box will be moved'
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PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk advised Planning Board member Cathy Terrizzi is moving out of town and has to resign
from the Planning Board. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman

Amthor to accept the resignation of Cathy Terrizzi effective December 31, 2020.
VOTE: AIL AYE.
BUITDINGS

Supervisor Valk advised that the Town Board members will enter into Executive Session at the end
the meeting to discuss an offer on the Wallkill Fire House building.

of

COMPUTERS

No report.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

Supervisor Valk reported that the Town's lnsurance Agent will be looking at other companies since the
present company is looking at a possible 10% increase in premiums.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sloan Court Access
Supervisor Valk advised that he spoke to the Town Attorney about the access issue regarding this lot.
He explained that the original plan was for a road to go through, and that did not materialize. The
property could benefit three people and could be auctioned off. Mr. Valk advised that he would need to

start with the Assessor to determine the worth of the property and who the three property owners are
so that they could be notified that it was being auctioned off. Supervisor Valk continued to explain that
guidelines could be attached to the bid specifications stating that the property would have to be
attached to an existing lot and not create an additional lot. That would limit the people who could bid
on it. He will follow up with the Assessor and table a decision until the next meeting.

Wallkill Library
Supervisor Valk reported that at the last meeting the Town Board gave authorization for him to sign the
Library agreement. lt has been signed by himself and the Library. The next step is for it to be advertised
in the newspaper for a Permissive Referendum, which is being handled by the Town Attorney.
NEW BUSINESS

Humane Society Contract for Z021
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It was agreed that this would be tabled until the next meeting. Supervisor Valk explained that the
contract hasn't changed since last year.
AUDIT OF CLAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT
GENERAL
HIGHWAY
WATER
SEWER
LIGHT
TRUST & AGENCY

WARRANT

VOUCHERS

AMOUNT

2T

798-8s0
344-366

s 39,s36.10
s 61,000.73

27

131-138

S

27

21-5-228

s 36,603.s2

12

1-2

18

156-161

21.

S

5

6,769.6s

1,s21.ls
988.7s

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid
as audited.

VOTE: AIL AYE.
BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Watkins and second by Councilman Amthor for the following
Budget Transfers:

TNCREASE DA9040.800
TNCREASE DA5110.400
|NCREASE DA514O.4OO
INCREASE DA599
VOTE:

Att

DA9060.800 s 154.00
DA5111.400 5 2,100.00
DA5111.400 s 1,434.00
TO INCREASE DA5142.400 SIO,OOO.OO

DECREASE
DECREASE
TO DECREASE
TO
TO

AYE.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by councilman Miller and seconded by councilman Amthor to recess the regular
started
meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss the Wallkill Fire House purchase. The recess

at 7:50 p.m.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the
Executive Session and enter back in and adjourn the Regular Meeting.
VOTE: ALt AYE.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

