SEPTEMBER 3, 2O2O

REGULAR MEETING

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 3d day of September
2020 at 7:00 P.M.
were Deputy Supervisor Adrian DeWitt, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller
and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present was Highway Superintendent Joe Locicero, Planning Board
Chairman Mark Watkins, Planning Board members Richard Barnhart, Todd Widmark, and Sal Patella,
Zoning Board members Roger Rascoe and Dennis Arluck. Supervisor Valk and Councilman Watkins were
PRESENT

excused.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt led the Town Board in
moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

a

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the minutes

from the August 13,2020 meeting.
VoTE: councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy supervisor Dewitt, aye. Supervisor
Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
special Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the minutes
from the August 6,2020 special meeting.
VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye, Supervisor
Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
CORRESPONDENCE

A letter was received from Ulster County IDA regarding The Greenhouses Hotel on 8/12/20. Several
letters from residents on Red Top Road were received on 8/25/20- Public Hearing Notices were
received from the Town of Montgomery on 8/26/20 andrown of Newburgh on 9/14/20 and a letter
received from

J

&
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Terrizzi regarding sidewalks on 9/t/2O.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Wallkill Public Library
Director Lisa Palmer introduced Architect Steven Rowland. Mr. Rowland explained that his firm, Butler,
Rowland & Mays is located in Ballston Spa, New York. Ninety to ninety-five percent of their business is
working with libraries. Their firm was hired to do a Master Plan for Wallkill Library. They held public
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charettes and met with stakeholders to see where the direction of the library was headed. Mr. Rowland
presented drawings ofthe current building and the proposed addition. He explained the addition
consists of a 350 square foot room on the west side of the library Mr. Rowland explained that the firstfloor addition provides for flexible space that can be used for a reading room, programming, and small
meetings. He explained that patrons with mobility issues will have better access to the library. The
library's roof has not been replaced since the construction of the building in 1935 and will be replaced.
They have been working with the historic nature of the building considering the exits, windows, stone,
lighting and glass. The work will be done at no cost to the taxpayers. The library applied for and
received 5198,000 in New York State construction aid and is matching 50 percent of that from the
maintenance and building funds. One concern that needs to be addressed is the driveway between the
library and town hall. They feel it is a safety hazard and would like to eliminate it and replace with a
lawn area. Possibly removable bollards can be placed there for snow removal. lf agreeable with the
Town Board, they would like to connect the sidewalk to the Town Hall. ln doing this, they would be
eliminating two parking spots but would be adding two spots, on the other side.
Mr. Rowland explained that it has not been determined if the application has to go in front of the
Planning Board. They have submitted a copy ofthe plan to the Building lnspector. They are in front of
the Town Board tonight to request the waiving of fees similar to what the Town Eoard did for the

Wallkill Fire House.
Councilman Miller inquired about the foundation of the addition. Mr. Rowland advised it was a crawl
space. Mr. Miller inquired as to the ownership and deeded rights ofthe driveway between the
buildings. Mr. Rowland advised that it would have to be researched to see if there were any
agreements made in the 30's and 40's.
Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins advised that there was a special committee set up to review the
firehouse proposal. He advised that this committee decided what fees could waived after reviewing the
plans. He suggested that this issue be assigned to that committee for a recommendation to the Town
Board. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to refer the
Wallkill Library application to this special committee for review so they can make a recommendation on
waiving fees.
VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye. Supervisor
Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
Lions Club

Mr. Sal Patella discussed the Landing at the Bridge on Bruyn Turnpike. Mr. Patella distributed a copy of
a proposed sign that will be placed on the property. He advised that they had the utilities checked and
are ready to go with the Ulster County Highway department. The proposed two-sided sign will be 6X5
with eye hooks added for the posting of special events. The front of the sign reads "Welcome to The
Hamlet of Wallkill Elsie's Birthplace", with a picture of Elsie the Cow in the middle. The back of the sign
has the Lions lnternational logo that reads Welcome to Lions Landing. The back of the sign will not be
visible from the road. The bottom of the planter will be dry stack rock where they will place some
plants. The Lions Club will maintain the property and sign. Councilman Amthor inquired if approval was
needed to use the Elsie logo. Mr. Patella advised that it is not copyrighted, only the name Borden is.
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Deputy Supervisor Dewitt inquired about the size of the sign itself. M r. Patella explained that the sign
itself was 6 -7 feet wide and 2-3 feet ihigh. lt will be positioned considering the curve in the road. Mr.
Patella explained that they will incorporate solar lights and also mount a flag that will be lighted. He
explained that this will be a fall project and benches will be placed in the future. The Town Board

thanked Mr. Patella and the Lions Club.
Shawangunk Democrats
Mrs. Adrienne Perine addressed the Town Board to discuss issues that have taken place over the
summer. She expressed the Shawangunk Democrats support for candidates, without slurs, derogatory
language or harassment. She requested everyone act civilly with respect for each other. Ms. Perine's
statement is attached for the record.
Mr. Marc Fried read a sample resolution regarding politicalsigns that he requested the Town Board
consider passing. A copy of this resolution is attached for the record.
Deputy Supervisor Dewitt stated that the Town Board is bi-partisan and the Police Chief has
investigated these incidents with the signs. Mr. Dewitt stated that everyone is welcome to display signs
on their private property. The resolution read by Mr. Fried addresses reinforcement of laws that are
already on the books.

Mr. Jim Starr questioned what the resolution said. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt stated that the resolution
states that there have been reports of political signs being stolen, damaged and knocked down. The
resolution is directing the police department to investigate and prosecute. Mr. Dewitt stated that the
damage has been reported, and the police are following up.
Ms. Ericka Karmolinski spoke of people having a problem with what her sign said. She was told that her
sign was not allowed to have profanity on it. She stated that she researched the law and learned that
no one has any right to tell the Town Board that it has to be removed. She is present tonight to confirm

that there is no issue with the wording. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt advised that profanity is not
addressed in the law.
Mr. Steve Riddick questioned if the goal was to incite violence.
Councilman Miller stated that people are stating their opinion, they have a right to freedom of speech.
Mr. Miller explained that technically all these signs are in violation as the Town of Shawangunk has a
sign law. Every year the Town sends out a letter which allows people to put out political signs 30 days
prior to an election, and requests that they be picked up five days after the election day.
Deputy Supervisor Dewitt stated the Democratic Chair has requested mutual respect. He noted that the
signs that were reported as stolen were returned.
Mr. Jim Starr presented a petition to the Town Board. He stated that the petition contains over 200
signatures. The signers are opposed at the attempt to violate Police Chief Marlatt's constitutionalfree
speech by forcing him to remove a political sign from his property. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt stated
that he is entitled to have whatever signs he chooses on his property, as we all do; the concern is the
town car.
Mr. Joe Zankl stated that private citizens, police officers and politicians all have a right to express their
opinions and no one has the right to tell them otherwise. Prior to the signs being stolen, there were no
cameras. Now there a re cameras all over and violators will be prosecuted. He personally is tired of all
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the rhetoric; this is not racism, and we are not racists in this county. Everyone knows they have rights
on their property.
Deputy Supervisor Dewitt thanked everyone for coming out and being respectful.
Hamlet

Mr. Delbe Spath advised the Town Board that they need to get someone out to the mall on Second
Street and trim the bushes. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt advised that someone is scheduled to be out
there on Sunday morning.
School Taxes

Mr. Ed Umberto questioned if the school district would be issuing a credit on the taxes since the kids are
not attending school. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt advised that the Town Board does not have control
over school taxes.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

Supervisor/s Report
The Supervisor's Report for August 2020 was received.

Town Clerk's Report for August 2020 of S26,065.80 was received.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Highway Superintendent Joe LoCicero reported the following:

Mulford Drive
Mr. Locicero advised that he has inspected Mulford Drive with the Town Engineer and determined that
the required work was completed, and the maintenance bond of 578,450 should be posted for a two
year period. The Town will purchase the signage and bill Lott Ventures for it. Councilman Miller
suggested tabling the acceptance of Mulford Drive until the Town Attorney can draw up the required
documents. All board members were in agreement.
Blossom & Apple Lane

Mr. Locicero advised that he met with Mr. Joe Sosler and walked the neighborhood. He explained that
engineering needs to be done to resolve the drainage issue. His thought is to work with the school
district to divert the water to their catch basins. He advised M r. Sosler that the homeowner on the
corner lot owns the property and can cut the grass and weeds. He does not have to wait for the State to
do it. The other issues they have are being addressed by the Town Board and will be discussed at the
next board meeting.
Trailer purchase
Mr. Locicero submitted a purchase order for a Winston 7-ton, 2o-foot utility trailer, from Congelosi
Trailer Sales. The trailer is in stock and the price is 56,556.00. Mr. Locicero discussed the use ofthe
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trailer as well as options for the existing trailer. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and
seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the purchase of the utility trailer.
VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye. Supervisor

Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
Blacktop Machine
Mr. LoCicero advised that he is renting a blacktopping machine from Hoffman Equipment to pave some
smaller streets. currently there is 5266,000 in the budget for blacktopping. He is evaluating how much
money the Town can save, and at the same time, get more blacktopping done by having the highway
crew do the work instead of giving all the money to Callahan.
Chips Funding

Mr. Locicero advised that the Governor is talking about cutting 20% of the
municipalities. lf this works out, that would amount to 558,000.

CHIPS

funding to

Town Engineer

Mr. Locicero advised that our engineering firm, Brinnier & Larios is no longer hiring anyone, and Joe
Mihm has left the firm. He explained that he is in need of engineering for the Stein Road project and the
drainage issue on Blossom and Apple Lanes. Mr. Locicero stated that it has been a few months since he
presented the Town Board with a contract from another engineering firm who will serve the Town well.
Councilman Miller stated that the Town Board assigns an engineer each year at the Organizational
Meeting. This would be an outside engineering firm, and he feels that Brinnier & Larios would have to
sign off with the Town stating that they could not meet the Town's needs for highway purposes prior to
approving another firm. Mr. Locicero stated that he believes the Highway Superintendent can have his
own engineer for highway purposes. Councilman Miller stated he has no problem with the Town having
two engineers. A contract could be granted for a specific project. Deputy Supervisor Dewitt suggested
that he can consult with the Town attorney for his opinion. Mr. Loclcero stated that the engineer he
would like to hire is at a significant cost savings. Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins advised that
Brinner & Larios told the Planning Board that they would no longer be available for their projects. They
will be available to do septic work only. He stated that the Planning Board is actively looking at a few
firms. He has been trying to get prices for eight months and thus far, Lanc & Tully have been the only
firm to respond. He stated that he is hoping to get more than one price so he can bring this to the Town
Board. Mr. Watkins advised that he conducted interviews and discovered that Lanc & Tully do many
other municipalities. He stated that he will get a letter from Brinnier & Larios so the Town Board can act
at the next meeting. Councilman Miller stated that they can be hired for specific projects.
POTICE CHIEF

& PUBTIC SAFETY

No report.
WATER & SEWER

Councilman Miller advised that the second rotor is waiting to be installed at the sewer plant. The
emergency repair should be completed this fall.
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PARKS

No report.

stpElua!$lltGHI!x.E
Councilman Amthor advised that he has compiled a list of sidewalks that need work. The measurements
need to be taken, and a report will be given at the next meeting.
RECREATION

No report.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

No report.
PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.
BUITDINGS

Deputy Supervisor Dewitt discussed the need to open up the Community Room at Town Hall and the
Community Center at the Walker Valley Schoolhouse. He advised that the various groups that usually
meet in those rooms have been meeting outside and are anxious, with the cold weather coming, to Bet
back inside. Mr. Dewitt advised that the occupancy for the Town Hall Community Room is 116 people.
The occupancy for the Community Center at the Walker Valley Schoolhouse is 79 people with seating for
60. New York State COVID-19 guidelines limit public and social gatherings to 50 people. Following a
discussion, lt was agreed that the Town would reopen the buildings at half capacity. A motion was
made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to request that the groups using the
buildings submit a written safety plan to the Town Clerk on how they will meet the criteria and comply

with COVID 19 regulations, including masks,6'socialdistancing, and sanitizing.
VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye. Supervisor

Valk and councilman Watkins were absent.
COMPUTERS

No report.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.
AUDIT OF CLAIMS
The following claims were audited.
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WARRANT

VOUCHERS

AMOUNT

GENERAL

15

553-588

S

5 17,893.44
5 !,239.20
5 8,076.76
S 1,38s.6s

HIGHWAY

15

242-255

WATER

15

93-99

SEWER

15

$t-r62

TIGHT

9

9

26,10s.s4

A motlon was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid
as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye, Supervisor

Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to adjourn the regular

meeting.
VOTE: Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Deputy Supervisor Dewitt, aye. Supervisor
Valk and Councilman Watkins were absent.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

