
REGULAR MEETING JULY 16, 2020

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building at 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 16th day of July 2020 at
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway

Superintendent Joseph LoCicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, and Planning Board Member Richard

Ba rn ha rt.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Valk led the Town Board in a moment of
silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the minutes

from the June 18, 2020 meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

Walker Valley Fire Company
Mr. Dave Grass advised the Town Board that in response to the Governor's Executive Order on March

ZO,2020 regarding the lock down during COVID, Senate Bill, 82518 was passed on June 17, 2020. This

bill allows for adding up to 5 points a month to active members during the COVID-19 pandemic period.

He is concerned that some members in good standing may not make the points because of health
concerns. Mr. Grass explained that the governing board must adopt a resolution to amend its point
system.

There was a discussion on the requirements of the current point system, which is 50 points each year.

Points are awarded for fire calls, meetings, work nights and drills. There is a cap of 25 points for fire
calls. Mr. Grass explained that if the pandemic continues, members in good standing could be short
points because of restrictions. He further explained that some drills started back up on July l't but some
senior members have concerns. There was a discussion on timing, incentives and the loss of points per
month if members can't get out. Mr. Grass explained members could earn up to 5 points per month by
participating in other activities. Supervisor Valk stated that 25 points need to be made up with other
activities and suggested awarding 2.5 polnts per month if members can't get out. Councilman Amthor
inquired if this amendment can be revisited. M r. Grass advised that there is no extra cost to the Town,

and the Town Board can amend the law any time prior to December 31't. Councilman Watkins
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expressed his concern that seniors with 25-30 years would be penalized because they don't want to
catch anything. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Miller to
amend the Service Award Program by adding 2.5 points per month to active firemen during the COVID-

19 pandemic.

VOTE: AIL AYE

It was agreed that a report and recommendation from the Fire Company will be provided later on in the
year to the Town Board to see if any further action needs to be taken.

Parkview House Car Show

Mr. Dave Cordner discussed gaining permission from the Town Board to hold the 2"d Annual Car & Bike

Show in the hamlet again this year. Mr. Cordner provided a map showing the event last year and the
location of the display areas. He also presented a flyer with the details and a Certificate of Liability
lnsurance. The show will be held on Saturday, August 29th from 12 pm to 4 pm. They expect about #75

entries and about #200 people. M r. Cordner has a meeting scheduled with the Police Chief and advised

that the Fire Department will be assisting with traffic and security. Supervisor Valk advised that social

distancing would need to be followed. Mr. Valk requested Mr. Cordner attend the next Town Board

meeting on August 13th to see ifthere have been any changes regarding the COVID-19 climate. A

motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to grant tentative
approval to hold the event with the provision that Mr. Cordner return to the Town Board in August after
meeting with the Police Chief.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Shawangunk Democratic Committee

Mrs. Adrienne Perine, Chair of the party, advised the Town Board that signs were stolen on the Greer
property on Route 52. There were three signs made out of doors with messages regarding Black Lives

Matter. Ms. Perine advised that the reason she is at the meeting is that these signs were on private
property, and it is considered a theft. They have reported the theft to the Police Department. They are
offering a 5500 reward. Ms. Perine stated that there have been similar thefts in other towns. She

stated that they have faith in our Police Department.

Prospective Buyer

A potential resident approached the Town Board and explained that she spoke with Mark in the Building
Department who advised her to come to the meeting. Heather (first name) stated that she currently
lives in Washingtonville and is moving here. She has found the perfect house on 7 acres where she

hopes to harvest elderberries. The issue is the land has a 90% conservation easement on it. The
property is located at 84 Bert Mccord Drive, also known as lot #3. She further explained that Mark was
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not sure if she could harvest berry bushes on the property. Supervisor Valk stated that the Town

Attorney usually includes agriculture into conservation easements. He advised her to check with the

Planning Board Secretary for a copy of the easement.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

Superviso/s Report

The Supervisor's Report for June 2020 was received.

Town Clerk's Report for June 2020 of S26,065.80 was received.

The Tax Collector's Penalty Report for May 2020 of $17 ,732.84 was received.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

284 Agreement

Highway Superintendent LoCicero discussed the changes with the Amended 284 Agreement that the

Town Board tabled from the previous meeting. Mr. Locicero explained that First & Second Street have

been blacktopped. He further explained that originally Pleasant Avenue Extension was to be

blacktopped at the same time, but Callahan was unable to blacktop because additional material needs

to be brought in and the road needs to be brought up to grade. Supervisor Valk stated that the

developer was responsible to bring in the material and bring the road up to grade. Mr. Locicero advised

that the county owned portion of Wallkill Avenue was blacktopped at the same time as First & Second

Streets. Mr. LoCicero advised that the work is completed on Oregon Trail, Weed, Stonybrook and Basel

Roads, with the Denniston Road paving on hold for now. Councilman Miller inquired if the CHIPS

funding was reduced. Mr. Locicero explained that he has not heard anything official yet, there has been

talk of the Governor wanting to cut CHIPS funding by 30%. The Highway Superintendents' were advised

to spend their budgeted money and not roll it over. Following the discussion a motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to amend the 284 Agreement as submitted.

VOTE: AtL AYE.

Stein Road

Mr. Locicero explained that he is looking for another engineering firm to work on this project with him.

He explained that the engineer that has worked with the Town for many years has retired. He further
explained that he has a good plan in place and has to act soon because the road is dangerous. He needs

to get an engineer on board so the plans can be stamped. He received a resume and prices from a local

firm that he would like to work with. The price is cheaper and will save the Town money. The Town

Attorney needs to be involved as property will need to be acquired.
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Mr. Locicero advised that the crew is working hard. They were able to widen the Hansburg Road Bridge.

While they were there the crew was able to work together with New York State and put 120 feet of
pipe.

vanwyck Court
councilman Amthor advised that he received an email regarding the fence and catch basins on Vanwyck

Court. Highway Superintendent Locicero advised that he is well aware of the fence around the

retention pond and the damaged catch basins. He further explained that catch basins are damaged

throughout various areas in Town. A possible thought is bad concrete was used when they were

manufactured. Mr. Locicero explained that he has a crew that goes around repairing the catch basins

when they are in an area and have the tlme. Councilman Miller inquired if the fence was needed around

the retention pond, and if it wasn't needed, it should be taken down. Supervisor Valk explained that he

would have to check with the Planning Board and see what the reason was for the fence in the first

place.

POLICE CHIEF

Vehicles

Police Chief Marlatt distributed a chart listing the Police Department vehicles with the year and current

mileage on each. Mr. Marlatt provided a quote from Warnock Ford with the state bid to purchase a new

vehicle. He advised that it is necessary to bring the fleet back up after losing a car in an accident. The

department is now down two vehicles. He further explained that it is very hard on a vehicle to run them

multiple shifts in a row. There was a discussion on extended warranties and choice between a pick-up

truck and a S.U.V. The Town board agreed that the new vehicle should be an S.U.V., as a patrol vehicle

is what is needed. The pick-up truck may be a better value geared for a supervisor's vehicle. Supervisor

Valk stated that the new vehicle purchase was planned for 2021. He will review the lease/purchase

prices and table a decision for the next Town Board meeting.

Computer System

Chief Marlatt advised he needs the l.T. person to come back to finish working on the computers.

Supervisor Valk advised that he has spoken to him, and he will be available after nextweek. Chief

Marlatt advised that the new county computer system works great. The Town will no longer have to
pay the 53500.00 annual license fee.

Equipment
Chief Marlatt advised that six officers have been fitted for their vests.

HIGHWAY

Discussed under Highway Superintendent.
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Police Policy Review

Supervisor Valk stated that they are still working on the required Police Policy Review Committee and he

would like to set up meetings with stakeholders and the public. He requested that Police Chief Marlatt
pull the policies and meet with the Police Committee, Councilmen Miller and Amthor. Chief Marlatt
advised that policy enhancement on some policles is necessary. He further advised that he has

brainstormed with some stakeholders in the community. Supervisor Valk noted that some items will
have to be negotiated with the union. Shawangunk has never been sued in court. Mr. Valk advised that
we have until April to accomplish this, but he would like to get working on it soon. There was a brief
discussion on the cost to update the policies.

Cou rt
Court Clerk Kathy Ebbrell advised the Town Board that the Office of Court Administration has authorized

them to hold traffic court again. At this point there are three sessions scheduled on August 10th and

three sessions on August 11th.

WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk advised that the rotor for the agitation ditch is in and being worked on.

PARKS

General

Councilman Dewitt advised that the parks and Rail Trail are being heavily used. The soccer teams are

practicing and followingthe rules. At Popp Park, it is necessary to do a lot of cleaning. OntheRailTrail,
there was a patch that needed repair, there are no potholes on our section. The wood pile on Second

Street was cleaned up. He is working with the family who requested to donate a bench for Garrison

Park.

Community Clock

Supervisor Valk advised that the community clock has been delivered. lt is being stored at Amthor's in

Gardiner. He will be reviewing the funding with the committee. lt will be necessary to find an

electrician to work on the wiring of the clock.

s!DE!UA!$l!!.eHIIxG
Councilman Amthor advised that he will have a list of areas needing work at the next meeting.

RECREATION

No report.
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RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk advised that the roof for the storage of electronics is on hold, as they have to wait until
the Highway Department can lay down the blacktop.

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.

BUILDINGS

Drop Box

Supervisor Valk advised that research is being done to install a drop box in Town Hall. Further research

for the best location will be done. The estimate for the box is 51,300.00.

Security cameras

Supervisor Valk advised that the installation of cameras is being worked on. They are also being

considered for Water & Sewer Plant and the Highway Complex. The purchase of a new video recorder is

also being considered.

COMPUTERS

Website
Kathy Ebbrell advised that she is working with the new website and Facebook page. She requested

everyone to take a look and review the information for accuracy. SupervisorValk noted that he has

been getting requests to add fund raisers to the Facebook page but he feels those types of events

should be limited to the Website.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Hudson Valley Apartments
Supervisor Valk explained that several years ago the owners of Hudson Valley Apartments requested the
Town to supply sewer to the property. The property is located out of the sewer district. The owners are

inquiring if the Town would revisit the request as they wish to add sewer which would double the
density of the complex. Councilman Miller noted that the acreage is not sufficient for what they have

now. He further noted that a pump station would have to be installed. He is not in favor of entertaining

the request. Councilman Amthor felt the board should stick to their original decision. Following a brief
discussion, it was agreed that the Town Board would stand by their orgininal decision and not revisit the
request.
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Resource Officers
SupervisorValk advised that a draft one year contract was sentto the school district. There was little

change from last year's contract except for a slight raise in the equipment. Followinga brief discussion a

motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the one year

contract with Wallkill School District.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

Firehouse Purchase

Supervisor Valk stated that after reading the article in the newspaper, he felt the discussion about the
possible purchase of the Wallkill Firehouse did not have to be discussed in an Executive Session. Mr.

Valk stated that purchasing the firehouse was an option that the Town Board has been considering for a

long time. After reading about the issues with the need for replacing the roof and windows, he is in

support ofgetting the building inspected by a structural engineer. Mr. Miller stated that he was in

support ofgetting an Independent appraisal done by the Town. Councilman Dewitt stated that the idea

was for the Town to purchase the building for a police department and he is suggesting that the Police

Chief join the appraiser and inspector a nd do a wa lk through to see if the building would meet the needs

of the department a nd to determine what the cost to renovate m ight be. Supervisor Va lk will checkinto
getting the appraisal, inspection, and walk through with the Police Chief done.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL

HIGHWAY

WATER

SEWER

LIGHT

13

13

13

13

7

TRUST & AGENCY 71

429-487

776-199
77-81,

173-t29
7

85-102

S 64,812.96

S 17s,490.53

S o+oo.qg

S 36,ss3.11

S 1,16s.18

5 o,zsz.so

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be
paid as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman
Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.

Supervisor Valk announced that the next Town Board meeting will be on August 13'h at the Town Hall.
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Millerto adjourn the regular

meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk, aye.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


