
REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 6, 2O2O

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 6th day of February,2020

at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also presentwere Highway

Superintendent Joe Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,

followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on January 'J.6,2020.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, abstain. Supervisor Valk, aye.

PRIVITEGE OF THE FTOOR

New York Solar 1000, LLC.

Attorney Daniel Leary, representing NY Solar 1000, introduced himself and Andrew Varrow to the Town

Board. Mr. Leary explained that E & L Farms received a special use permit and site plan approval from

the planning Board in December. The project received conditional approval for a 2.5 megawatt solar

project located on Route 52 and received public support for a community solar project. He further

explained that the project is something that the community can take advantage of, as preference will be

glven to town residents in the form of credits, as stated in the town code. Mr. Leary explained that he

was present to request the Town Board to reconsider its decision against PILOTS for solar energy

projects. He explained that many municipalities are in the process of reversing their decisions against

plLOTS. Mr. Varrow explained that it is helpful to have a PILOT agreement at the beginning of a proiect

to make it attractive to investors. The goal is to get a fixed amount of taxes to add to their financial

model. Chairman Mark Watkins stated that in his opinion the company was trying to make the project

look profitable to an investor at the expense of taxpayers. Councilman Matthew Watkins questioned

the risk to investors. He is concerned if the Town Board granted a PILOT to a solar company, and not be

able to give the same benefit to an individual trying to open a small buslness in the town. Following a

lengthy discussion Supervisor Valk stated that when the Town Board opted out, they were protecting

themselves. He stated the Town Board needs to weigh the benefits of PILOTS versus taxes and what will

best benefit the Town. Mr. Vaik suggested that a meeting between NY Solar, Councilman Miller, the

Assessor and himself, be scheduled to discuss the possibility of reconsideration of PlLoTS.
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He stated that he has a couple of sample agreements that can be reviewed and requested Mr. Leary to
supply copies of any completed agreements with other communities prior to the meeting. Mr. Leary

explained they have come to the Town first and would be going to the School District and County next.

Pallet Barn

Mr. Joe Decroodt approached the Town Board and explained he wanted to clear the air about recent

issues with his barn at the Christmas Tree Farm that were raised in the recent Wallkill Valley Times

article. Mr. DeGroodt stated that recent concerns raised by his neighbors was a lot of slander. He

clarified that he did get married in his barn in September and the event ended at 9:30 p.m. That was the

only event that was held at the barn. There were no drunken revelers with neighbors complaining. Mr.

Decroodt explained to the Town Board that article has been really bothering him and he wanted to
explain his position. He provided letters from charity groups with a copy of a petition with 500

signatures, in support of the Pallet Barn. He explained that Mr. Rodriguez told the Town Board that he

picked a quiet spot to live. The fact is that he owned all of the land, with the business on the property.

Since they were related, he agreed to build the home and hold the mortgage for Mr. Rodriguez. Mr.

Decroodt thanked the Town Board for the opportunity to speak up for himself.

Ulster County Town Hall Hours

Legislator Ken Ronk spoke to the Town Board about the County having hours at Town Hall. Mr. Ronk

explained that he had spoken to the County Executive about his concern for Shawangunk residents

having to travel to Kingston for services. Supervisor Valk explained that he understood that there will be

eight departments that will be offering services at the Town Hall starting March 13, 2020. Mr. Valk

voiced his concern that if they are scheduled to be here, that they in fact will behere. Hesharedthat

representatives from the County Executive's office were scheduled to visit last week and did not show

up. Mr. Ronk stated he will follow up with County Executive Ryan tomorrow.

Wallkill Avenue

SupervisorValk inquired with Legislator Ronk if the Countywill be paving Wallkill Avenuethisyear. Mr.

Ronk stated that it is not set in stone, but he has requested it to be. Mr. Ronk further explained that it is

such a smalljob to mill and re-pave, that the County may have to coordinate the work with the local

highway superintendent. Highway superintendent Locicero advised that he hopes to be paving the

remainder of the hamlet streets early this spring. Crosswalk locations were discussed, Mr. Ronk

explained that the challenge is to not eliminate too many parking spots when putting in the curb cuts.

Planning Board

Chairman Mark Watkins advised the Town Board that the Planning Board is working on a subdivision

known as Tanego Farms/Parker on old Fort Road. Mr. watkins explained that the Planning Board has

been able to gain a conservation easement on the property. He further explained that there is a 350

year old historic site on the property that will be protected. The total area is twenty acres and will be

privately owned. By creating this conservation easement it will protect the land from future

development. supervisor Valk stated that the Town's EMc can monitor the property. Mr. watkins also

identified a turnaround shown on the map that the landowners are willing to provide to the Town for
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Highway purposes. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to
approve the conservation easement on the property as shown on the location identified and discussed

on the Tanego Farms/Parker subdivision map. The Planning Board will work on the final language of the

easement.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

POLICE CHIEF

Chief Gerry Marlatt reported the following:

He met with the Police Committee.

The computers will be upgraded from Windows 7 to 10 next week.

Working on the upgrading of vests, federal grant reimburses 50%, state grant provides for one vest.

Under the new contract six vests will be needed.

Officer Weiskittel is now teaching the DARE Program at Ostrander Elementary School.

He has met with the Wallkill Fire Department regarding the Hudson Valley Firemen's Parade. The

assistance from the Police will be minimal as Fire Police will be available. Further details will be

forthcoming and reviewed with the Town Board.

Supervisor Valk advised that two ofthe AED5 the Town has can be traded in for the new AEDS beint
purchased. The trade in value of each is 5250.00.
The vacant full time positions were discussed with the Police Committee. Ulster County has provided

theeligible residentlist. There are three full time positions to fill. Threeof the four officers on the list

presently work part time for the Town, and are available. They can be hired contingent on passing the

medical exam. Chief Marlatt will speak with the County Personal Department to discuss the offers.

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthorto recommend a

contingent offer of employment to Nicole Brooks, Curt McDermott and Jonathan Lembo, subject to

background checks and medical clearance.

VOTE: ALL AYE.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Joe LoCicero reported the following:

The good weather has allowed the crew to be out working on ditching and installing pipes. They are

getting a jump on spring work.

The work that was needed on the grader received from the Town of crawford is 95% completed.
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The forklift that Chief Marlatt acquired has been used a lot. A basket has been purchased for the lift, so

it can be used for various duties in the community.

He has started to line up the blacktopping ofthe hamlet streets that did not get completed last year.

He is willing to work with the county to work together on getting the strip on Wallkill Avenue

blacktopped.
The contract has been signed to get the work done on the Bates Lane Bridge.

Stein Road was shut down last week. The hill in the area of the "big rock" has washed away and

undermined the road by about 5-7 feet, with the guardrail barely hanging on. The road was fixed ten
years ago. The blocks that were installed when it was repaired, have fallen down the hill. He is working

with the town engineer who is sending a geo tech engineer to check the dirt and discuss possible fixes.

He would like to fix as soon as possible. County Legislator Ronk suggested Mr. Locicero talk to Ulster

County Soil & Water Conservation District for free advice.

The process for Driveway Bonds was discussed. Mr. Locicero is sug8esting for the Town to not to take

any bonds for driveways unless a rare situation exists. ln that case, the circumstances should be

determined case by case. Supervisor Valk agreed to check with the Town Attorney on any policies or

laws relating to this.

Lewis Tree has been parking their trucks at the Highway Complex. ln exchange, as time permits, they

have been helping out the Highway Department by cutting trees. They have been leaving the wood

chips in the yard which can be used by the Town for mulch. ln addition, the mulch could be trucked to

any of the parks to use on the walking trails.

Buildings - there was a discussion on changing the use of a prior grant received for a roof for the

Highway Garage. Mr. Locicero thinks the best use ofthe grant money would be to add a twelve foot

addition on the back of the building so the trucks can fit and be protected.

Supervisor Valk advised that he has had discussions with Joe Locicero regarding the area over the

aqueduct on Strawridge Road. One of the options discussed was a one way road on the upper end

where it narrows. Following a brief discussion it was agreed that a meeting should take place with the

residents to get input and discuss options. Supervisor Valk and Hlghway Superintendent LoCicero will

work on coordinating the meeting.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Covered under Police Chief.

HIGHWAY

Lott Ventures Road Bond

The reduction for the road bond for Lott Ventures was discussed. Brinnier & Larios has reviewed the

bond and reduced the amount to a total of $134,600. The recommended bond amount is 5125,800 with

fees being set at s5,500 and s3,300, for a total of 5134,600. A motion was made by councilman Miller

and seconded by Councilman Amthor to reduce the bond amount to 5134,600

VOTE: AIL AYE.



REGUTAR MEETING PAGE FIVE FEBRUARY 6, 2O2O

WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk reported that Environmental Consultants requested a letter with a S500.00 meter

charge be sent to residents within the district who have not provided access for the contractor to

replace the water meter. Following a discussion, it was agreed to table the request to get further

details.

PARKS

Community Clock

Supervisor Valk advised that the community has raised sufficient funds and the clock has been ordered.

A concrete pad will be poured and the clock will be placed where the sign is at the end of the Rail Trail.

Flowers will be planted. Paul Mader advised that he is currently working on the panels for the clock.

General Parks

Councilman DeWitt advised that Steve Schelin has been busy clearing the trails in the parks. The leaves

have been removed at Garrison Park and general cleanup is ongoing at all parks.

RECREATION

Summer Camp
Supervisor Valk explained that a written Recreation Fee Policy must be approved by the Town Board

prior to applying for funding. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt

and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve a policy with consideration given to multiple family

members who attend camp, with there being no charge for the fourth child.

SIDEWALKS/tIGHTING

No report.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk reported that the tires and air conditioners have been picked up at the Transfer Station.

The placement of a structure and the blocks are still being planned. Mr. Valk explained that a recent

report published by the DEC, listed the Town having recycled thirty-nine tons of electronics.

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

supervisor valk reported that at the organizational Meeting in January, the incorrect Board of

Assessment member was appointed. Mr. Paul Mader has agreed to serve on the Board of Assessment.

Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman

Dewitt to appoint Paul Mader to a five year term.
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VOTE: ALL AYE.
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HiBhway Complex
Supervisor Valk explained that the 575,000 grant that was secured by Senator Bonacic for the Highway

Roof was received. He has had discussions with Highway Superintendent Locicero who would prefer to
make repairs and improvements to the building instead of replacing the roof, which is still sufficient. He

is proposing a 12' addition on the back of the garage. Supervisor Valk explained that he has started to
re-applywith the assistance of Senator Metzger's staffto changethe use ofthegrant. The estimate
provided by Town Engineer, Brinnier & Larios was reviewed. The total estimate is $122,000. Following a

discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor agreeing to

change the use of the grant and agreeing to pay the difference over the 575,000 grant to complete the
project.

VOTE: Att AYE.

COMPUTERS

Councilman Amthor advised that the new website is ready to go live. Mr. Devine will contact Kathy

Ebbrell to review the changes that have been made.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

Supervisor Valk distributed copies of a Summary of lnsurance costs from the Reis Group. Mr. Valk

noted that the he questioned the increase in the premium from 590,125.17 to 594,516.59. He learned

the reason for the increase was due to adding three vehicles to the policy. Mr. Valk recommended the

proposal be accepted and he will work on getting other quotes for next year. Following a discussion, a

motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to authorize the

Supervisor to sign the proposal to purchase the insurance.

VOTE: AIL AYE.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

State Audit
Supervisor Valk advised that he is working on a response to submit to the state. Mr. Valk is in the

process of itemizing the upgrades and determining how much to put in reserves. The Town Attorney

has reached into the Department of Corrections with regard to a contract.
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Comprehensive Plan

Supervisor Valk advised that Ulster county Planning Board is reviewing the Draft Comprehensive Plan

for the Town. Their comments should be submitted to the Town in another week. At that time, the

Town Board can discuss the comments and adopt the plan.

NEW BUSINESS

Walker Valley Fire Company

Supervisor Valk advised that the points for the Service Award Program have been complied and

submitted. The Town Board needs to certify them so they can be posted at the Fire House for the

mandatory thirty days. Mr. Valk advised that Dave Grass has taken over the reporting responsibilities

for the fire company. Following a short discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and

seconded by Councilman Watkins to certify the points for the members and authorize the posting.

VOTE: ALL AYE

EMC - Trees

Supervisor Va lk explained that he attended the recent meeting of the EMC. Theywill bespending5200

on trees. The EMC is participating in the St. Patrick's Day Parade. There will be an Earth Day Seminar

here at the Town Hall. Training credits are approved for the Planning Board.

Climate Smart
Supervisor Valk advised that he has a copy of the Ulster County Climate Smart Plan that can be utilized

for ideas for both the Climate Smart Committee and the EMC.

Pine Bush Fire Company

Supervisor Valk discussed a letter received from the Attorney of the Fire District regarding boundary

changes. lt was agreed to table this request.

Design Guidelines

Supervisor Valk explained that he and Planning Board Chairman Watkins have met and are discussing

getting an intern from Harvard University at no cost to the Town, to work on Design Guidelines.

Economic Development Committee

Councilman Amthor reported that he is working on forming a committee and defining what their

mission will be.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.
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GENERAL 3

HIGHWAY 3

WATER 3

SEWER 3

LIGHT 2

TRUST & AGENCY 2

FIRE DISTRICT L

AMBULANCE DISTRICT 1

DRAINAGE DISTRICT 1
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s 57,976.19

s 30,138.18

s 6,319.28

5 20,367.73

s 1,s78.s9

5 1,12s.00

S1,1s3,156.85

S 83,961.00

S 601.20

77 -\36
22-46
76-2L

25-32
2

15- 18

7-4
1

1

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins that the claims be

paid as a udited.

VOTE: Att AYE.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the regular

meeting.

VOTE: A[[ AYE.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


