
REGULAR MEETING December 5, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 5th day of December,

2019 at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman Adrian

Dewitt, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Watkins was absent. Also present were Police Chief

Gerry Marlatt, Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins, Planning Board Member Richard Barnhart,

Zoning Board Member Roger Rascoe, Town Attorney Rich Hoyt and Planning Consultant Bonnie Franson.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,

followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes

of the Regular Meeting held on November 21, 2019.

VOTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, councilman Amthor, abstain, supervisor

Valk, aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Publlc Hearings for Decroodt Drive Drainage District and the Draft comprehensive Plan were

opened at 7:00 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. See attached Public Hearing Minutes.

CORRESPONDENCE

A Public Hearing Notice was received on 72/3119lor Zoning Code Amendments from the Town of
Mamakating. A copy of the New York State Comptroller's Report on the Wallkill Water District

beginning ll1"l!3lo 12/37/77 was received on ].]./22/t9.

PRIVITEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments or questions from the public.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

POI.ICE CHIEF

Chief Marlatt reported the following:

Coverage will be provided for the American Legion Pearl Harbor Ceremony on Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
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A letter of praise was received from a Montgomery resident who hit a deer on 11/8/19. Our officers

assisted the resident with traffic and a tow truck and they were very grateful for their assistance.

A 1998 Dodge two wheel drive pickup truck with 24,000 miles obtained from the Department of
Defense is available. chief Marlatt advised that he checked the vehicle today and it seems to be solid.

The Town of Crawford will sell thetruckfor 51,200.00to ourTown. ltcanbeusedforparksorthe
Building Department. Following a brief discussion a motion was made by Councilman Miller and

seconded by Councilman Amthor to purchase the truck for S1,200.00 from the Town of Crawford Police

Department.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

Two diesel generators on a trailer were picked up at the DOD site in Pennsylvania. One of them will be

mounted outside the Police Station. The other might be able to be used at the highway garage. Other

assorted items like jackets and pants were also picked up.

Officer Vail is checking into grants for computers so they can be upgraded to Windows 10.

Officer Hughes, who was the former DARE Officer, is no longer working for the Town. Chief Marlatt
proposes to send Officer Brooks, who is interested in the position, to the D.A.R.E. training in January.

The cost of the program is 51,100.00. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman

Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the 2020 expense for the training.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

Chief Marlatt advised that the full time officer who was out on military leave has notified him that he

will be leaving the department on December 31, 2019. He has accepted a job in Texas. This leaves the

department down three full time officers. lt was agreed that Chief Marlatt and Supervisor Valk will work
with Civil Service on filling vacancies.

Chief Marlatt advised that he attended the Walker Valley Seniors meeting yesterday. They discussed

their concerns and complaints with him.

The temporary structure has been set up behind the Police Station. The Humvee is parked inside.

HIGHWAY

Baisley Driveway Bond

The Order for Release of a driveway bond posted 11/15/18 was reviewed. Highway Superintendent
Locicero inspected and approved the release on 7l/22/79. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor
and seconded by councilman Miller to release the S1,200.00 bond.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Watkins was absent,
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Hoagerburgh Road Bridge

Supervisor Valk reported that he and the Town Clerk attended a public meeting held by Ulster County

Department of Public Works at the Shawangunk Valley Fire House on November 24, 2019. Mr. Valk

explained that maps were displayed and the scope of the project was described. The bridge

rehabilitation project will consist of replacement of the bridge deck, steel beams, guide railing and as

needed concrete repairs. The estimated cost of the project is 54,780,320 with ninety-five percent of the
project being funded through the Bridge NY program. The actual construction is projected for fall of
2020 or spring of 2021.. Handouts and comment forms are available at Town Hall or on the Town

Website.

PUBLIC SAFETY

See Police Chief Report.

WATER & SEWER

5ee New Business.

PARKS

Park Equipment

Supervisor Valk reported that the inspector who looked at the photographs of the playground

equipment that was being donated was going to do a visual inspection on the site. He will report back

to him when that happens.

SIDEWALKS/TIGHTING

Councilman Amthor reported that the construction crew will be going out next week to do the repair of

the sidewalk at the Warren property on Orchard Street, weather permitting.

Parking

Supervisor Valk reported that the one hour parking issue on Wallkill Avenue needs to be looked at again.

There is only one sign up with the remaining spots being for residential.

RECREATION

Winter Recreation

Councilman Dewitt reported that attendance is very light for the program this year. He explained that

the Town Board did not want to cancel the program, so it is being held with the hope that additional

children will sign up.
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Senior Lunch

Councilman Dewitt advised that the Senior Clubs Lunch will be held on Wednesday, December 11th at

L2:30 in the community Room. The luncheon will be sponsored by the Town Board, the Highway

Department, Police Department and local businesses.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk reported that he and Councilman Watkins have met at the Transfer Station. They

discussed improvements that need to be made. Those changes will be implemented improvements.

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

No report.

BUITDINGS

No report.

COMPUTERS

lnternet Service

Supervisor Valk advised that the new internet service has been installed and the computers are working

much faster at Town Hall. The cost is 5120 +/- per month.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business was discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

Comptrollers Report

Supervisor Valk explained the report that was issued was a result of the Comptrollers Audit in 2018. The

report faulted the Town for sewer charges and the Town responded. Mr. Valk explained that the issue

started twenty one years ago. The Town has been unsuccessful with negotiating a contract with the
Department of Corrections. At that time the sewer plant was upgraded and the fees were raised. ln
1999 a reserve fund was created with a 5500,000.00 fund balance. Currently there are upgrades being
made and the bonds are being paid off. SupervisorValk advised thattheTown has ninetydaysto
submit a correction plan. lf the taxpayers were only charged, their fees would skyrocket. The Wallkill
Sewer Plant is a quality plant and in DEC compliance. After consulting with the Town Engineer, a plan

will be submitted to the State Comptroller. Town Attorney Rich Hoyt said the Town should reach out to
the Department of Corrections again as there should be a contract. M r. Hoyt explained that there was
an agreement with them in 1981, it was terminated in 2005. Mr. Hoyt advised that the state
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Comptroller urged the Town to get a contract with Corrections, and the Town agrees. Mr. Hoyt further
explained that the Comptroller was concerned that Corrections could pull out of the plant, but he thinks

that is not likely. Supervisor Valk stated that it was been very frustratin8 with trying to dealwith the

Department of Corrections.

End of Year Meeting
SupervisorValk announced that an end ofyear meeting will be held 4:OO p.m. on Friday, December 271h.

At that meeting any end of year business can be handled as well as the Swearing in of officials.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 2L

HIGHWAY 2L

WATER

SEWER

LIGHT

21

27

t2

864-892

363-369

151-156

274-226
L2

s 196,701.08

S 84,s11.66

S s,689.38

S 31,812.10

5 L,szz.oz

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid

as a udited.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to adjourn the regular

meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Oewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye' Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk
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DEGROODT DRIVE DRAINAGE DISTRICT

Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding the creation of a drainage district for a four lot residential

subdivision with a new town highway located south of St. Elmo Road. The Public Hearing was held by

the Town Board of the Town of Shawangunk, County of Ulster, State of New York at the Town Office

Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 5th day of December 2019.

Present were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Matthew Watkins was absent. Also present was

Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins, Planning Board Member Rich Barnhart, Zoning Board Member

Roger Rascoe, Town Attorney Rich Hoyt and Planning Consultant Bonnie Franson.

Supervisor Valk introduced Mr. Tom Olley, the engineer who designed the project for the applicant.
Mr. Olley gave an overview of the four lot subdivision off of St. Elmo Road. He explained that the
project has a cul-de-sac with drainage improvements as part of the roadway. The road and drainage will
be paid for by the developer and will benefit the property owners in the project. Mr. Olley explained

that the parcel of land is 17 % acres with an 800' cul-de-sac and collection system with swales that wlll
require maintenance. He explained that the ditch maintenance is similar to other drainage districts in

the Town. The project contains catch basins and pipes that require normal cleaning. The Town Board

will determine the per lot amount that will be paid by the property owners in the project. Usually the
rate is about 5175 per year. The Drainage District is built at no cost to the Town or its residents. All the
costs are covered by the developer. Supervisor Valk explained the process that must be followed to
create a Drainage District. This district will be known as the DeGroodt Drive Drainage District.

There were no comments or questions from the Town Board or the audience.

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to close the Public

Hearing. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m.

VOTE: Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, Councilman, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor

Valk, aye. Councilman Watkins was absent.

Supervisor Valk read a Resolution & Order in the matter of the creation of the Decroodt Drive Drainage

District. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthorto approve

the creation of the DeGroodt Drive Drainage District.

voTE: councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk, aye.

Councilman Watkins was absent.
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DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding the Town of Shawangunk Draft Comprehensive Plan. The Public

Hearing was held by the Town Board of the Town of Shawangunk, County of Ulster, State of New York at

the Town offlce Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 5th day of December 2019.

Present were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman

Adrian Dewitt, Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Town Attorney Rich Hoyt, Planning

Consultant Bonnie Franson, Planning Board Chair Mark Watkins, Member Rich Barnhart, and Zoning

Board Member Roger Rascoe.

Supervisor Valk explained that this Public Hearing is the second of two public hearings per Town Law

272-a. This public hearing is another opportunity for public participation in the preparation of final

revisions to the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Valk introduced Bonnie Franson to explain the draft plan and

the process.

Ms. Franson explained that she has assisted the committee in putting together the draft for the past

eleven months. Ms. Franson explained the process accordingto 272-a ofthe Town Law. She explained

that the new Comprehensive Plan will supersede the 2003 plan. The update proposes to revitalize the
two primary hamlets in the town with a vision of overall goals and objectives throughout the town. Ms.

Franson explained that there are several phases to the process. The first being the baseline report. Two
public workshops were held on January 26, 2019. An on-line survey for input was provided. on April 25,

2019 the first Public Hearing was held. Following that, there was a drafting of the plan. Ms. Franson

reviewed the contents of the Draft Plan which has two volumes. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to
get feedback so additional changes can be made. The Draft Plan was submitted to the Ulster County

Planning Board for their review and comment.

Supervisor Valk advised that the Comprehensive Plan Committee members are Councilman Miller and

himself from the Town Board, Roger Rascoe from the zoning Board, Rich Barnhart and Mark Watkins

from the Planning Board and resident and business owner Arif Khan. Mr. Valk stated that the Public

Hearing should stay open to provide the opportunity for additional comments from the Town residents

and County Planning Board.

Committee Member Roger Rascoe stated that the committee has been working on this draft plan for
eleven months and is looking for feedback. He is pleased that this plan differs from the 2003 plan in that
mostof the restrictive language ischanged from shall and must - to guidelines, not mandates. There are

goals listed in the plan for economic development to keep people here. He stated that the Town Board

has to look at zoning changes for business. The public desires an easier place for economic

development.
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Supervisor Valk explained that the Comprehensive Plan is the first step with zoning changes being the
next step. ln January priorities will be complied and zoning changes will begin.

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to hold the Public

Hearing open until the next scheduled Town Board meeting on December 19,2019.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


