REGULAR MEETING

ocToBER 3, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, L4 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 3'd day of October, 2019
at 7:00 P.M.
PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman
Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins, and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present was Joe
LoCicero, Highway Superintendent.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,
followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.
APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes
of the Regular Meeting held on September 1.9,2019.
VOTE: councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Amthor, abstain, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman

Miller, abstain, Supervisor Valk, aye.
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 9/23/19 received from Ute Curley regarding a water issue on her property at 22
Drive. Letter received 1O/01/L9 from Pine Bush Fire District regarding the 2020 Budget.

CE Penny

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Dottie Spears/Girl Scout Project
Ms. Spears and severalGirl Scouts representing Girl Scout Troop 183 spoke to the Town Board regarding
a project that they have completed. The project was "Take Care of your Community". Thetroop
participated on Earth Day and cleaned up Verkeerderkill Park. They also participated in the painting
project for "Unify Walker Valley". The girls made bird houses and brought one to show the board.
Leader Spears advised the Town Board that they would like to place the birdhouses around the fields at
Verkeerderkill Park. Following a short discussion it was agreed that they would put the birdhouses up
a nd ta ke them down after the season was over. TheGirl Scouts recited the Promiseforthe board. The
Town Board thanked Leader Spears and the girls for their commitment to the community.
Paul Mader/Handicap Ramp/Town Board Activity

Mr. Mader stated that after attendlng a "Meet the Candidates" meeting the night before, it was evident
that the public does not know what the Town Board does and what they accomplish financially. He
learned that the handicap ramp is being rebuilt by volunteers and the materials for the re-building of the
project were also donated. Mr. Mader says the word needs to get out. SupervisorValk agreed that
people are critical, and the Town Board does the best they can. Mr. Valk explained that the ramp is ten
years old and because of faulty work when the building was built, it needs to be reconstructed. He
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continued to explain that it would cost more in legal fees to go after the contractor. Volunteers from
Watchtower Farms will be reconstructing the ramp. The materials were donated by the World Buddhist
in WalkerValley. TheTownwill be gettingS20 - 530,000.00 worth ofwork donated. Mr. Madersaid it is
important that the public be made aware of this. Supervisor Valk said it's not one person but a team

that accomplishes these things.
Joanne Warren/Hamlet lssues
Mrs. Warren inquired if anyone has addressed her concerns that were brought up at the last Town
Board meeting. councilman Amthor advised that he has looked at the sidewalk problem and will have
the work done prior to Halloween. Councilman Miller advised that the Code Enforcement Officer has
been away for two weeks so those issues have not been addressed. Mrs. Warren advised that there are
two large dead trees that are almost falling down on the Shawangunk side of the Rail Trail. Highway
Superintendent Locicero stated he will check the trees out tomorrow and address the issue as soon as
possible.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:
The blacktopping is finished for the season.
Bridge Street Extension is now open to Railroad Avenue, the curbs are In and the signs have been

installed.
The drainage project on Viola Avenue has been completed with the exception of a small amount of
drainage work to do next week.
Third Street has been blacktopped this year. First & Second Streets will have to be done in the spring.
Will be looking at the schedule of work for next year in the next two months.
Will need to start working on ordering salt and sand for the winter.
Equipment and Building Plan need to be worked on shortly.
SupervisorValk inquired if the water issue on Viola Street was addressed. Mr. Locicero advised that
there is no town water coming on the property. They opened the ditch up as far as they could reach and
he has spoken to the property owners and explained the situation.
councilman Miller inquired who ran the mower this year. M r. Miller com plimented him on the job he
has done. Mr. Miller stated he has received many compliments from the public. Mr. Locicero advised
that Mike weed has done the mowing and he is an asset to the department.
REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

HIGHWAY
Covered under Highway Superintendent.
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PUBLIC SAFEW

No report.
WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk advised that the emergency repairs that were approved at the last Town Board meeting
are moving forward.
Councilman Miller reported that Department of Corrections have finished the work on the sewer line
and manholes. A totalof twenty-two manholes have been raised and all the work has been completed.
PARKS

Paul Mader brought to the Town Board's attention that the parking lot at Popp Park needs some

attention. Highway Superintendent Locicero shared that he does have some millings that he can bring
down and work on the parking lot.
SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

Councilman Amthor reported that sidewalk repairs will be done on various problem areas shortly and is
expected to be completed by Halloween.
RECREATION

Halloween
Councilman Dewitt reported that the Halloween Parades will be held as planned; in Wallkill on
october 26rh at 3 p.m. and in Walker Valley on october 27th at 1 p.m. The Vision of Wallkill is holding the

event at the Wallkill Fire House. ln Walker Valley a private business is holding a Trunk or Treat in
conjunction with the festivities at the Walker Valley Fire House and with the Ladies Auxiliary.
Winter Recreation
Councilman Dewitt advised that the Winter Recreation program will be held again this year at the
Wallkill Middle School. The program will run from December 3'd to February 4!hon Tuesday and
Thursdays evenings. The time of the program will be 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost of the program is
575.00 for residents and 585.00 for non-residents. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and
seconded by Councilman Miller to hold the Winter Recreation Program as noted above.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to hire Jeanine Greer
as the Recreation Director for a salary of $2,050.00 for the season.
VOTE:

Att

AYE.
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Councilman Dewitt and Councilman Amthor are working on setting up an on-line registration system.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk reported that the brush pile at the Transfer Station has been ground up and will be
trucked out tomorrow. The Highway Department assisted with the job by providing fuel and a machine.
Those expenses will be appropriated.
PERSONNET/PROCEDURES

Highway Contract
Supervisor Valk advised that there is a provision in the Highway Contract to allow for converting
overtime into lieu time. Presently, there is one highway employee who would like to get paid for his
three weeks of overtime before the end ofthe year. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by
councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Watkins to waive the language in the contract, and

allow for the payment at this tlme, with this being a onetime event and a non-precedent setting action.
Training
Supervisor Valk reported that the Town Wide Sexual Harassment Training was held last week. There
were a few people who did not attend and will be expected to take the class on line.
VOTE:

Att

AYE.

Bond Refinancing
Supervisor Valk reported that the bond refinancing will result in 535,000.00 savings per year and
5500,000.00 savings over the life of the bond. Mr. Valk advised that the plan is to put the savings into
Building Fund.

Court Administration Grant Application
Supervisor Valk explained that it is time to apply for

a JCAP

grant and read the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Town of Shawangunk authorizes the Town of Shawangunk Court to apply for a JCAP

grant in the 2019-20 grant cycle in the amount of 52,977.44;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the governing board of Shawangunk hereby does approve and
endorse the application for a grant under the JCAP Program.
A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve this

resolution.
VOTE: ALL AYE.

a
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BUILDINGS

Supervisor Valk reported that the reconstruction of the handicap ramp at Town Hall has begun and is
expected to be complete in early November.
COMPUTERS

Supervisor Valk reported that the proposal for a Network Security Risk Assessment that was discussed at
a prior Town board meeting should be referred to Don Devine, who is working on the Town website and

computers. All members were in agreement and Supervisor Valk will put them in touch with each other.
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business was discussed.
NEW BUSINESS
Solar Proiect
Supervisor Valk reported that he received a letter that is proposing a solar farm on the prison property.
The letter is from Ameresco and does not contain any contact information. Mr. Valk stated he has
concerns about this notice that discusses a 7 kilowatt project. He spoke to the Town Attorney who is
preparing a letter to negotiate a PILOT because if it is for profit, then they should be paying taxes.

Budget
Town Clerk Rascoe presented the 2020 Tentative Budget to the Town Board.
AUDIT OF CTAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT

WARRANT

VOUCHERS

AMOUNT

GENERAL

7t4-745

5 14,097.67

HIGHWAY

t7
t7

290-301

5

WATER

77

t20-L26

S 36,804.90

t7

166-L77

13

135

5 26,027.93
13.9s

SEWER

TRUST &

AGENCY

6,LL3.42

5

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller that the claims be paid
as audited.

VOTE: ALL AYE.
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RECESS

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Amthor to recess the Regular
Meeting to work on the 2020 Tentative Budget.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
BUDGET WORK SESSION

Supervisor Valk reviewed the General Fund Tentative Budget line by line. He stated that a 2% raise was
builtin. The total increase intaxes isa 7 L/2 o/o increase fortheGeneralFund. Under the tax cap, the
budget can be raised no more than 5106,437.00. Mr. Valk explained that the larger items in the budget
are the purchase of a car for department use and reserves for buildings. The Highway Budget will be

worked on in two weeks. He did not receive a budget from the Police Chief. Supervisor Valk stated that
he received additional information today for the Walker Valley Fire Company, which included a 5%
increase. Mr. Valk advised he is still waiting for Wallkill Ambulance.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the budget

work session and adjourn the regular meeting.

VoTE: councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, councilman
Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye,
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

