
REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 5, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, state of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 CentralAvenue, Wallkill, NY on the 5th day of September

2019 at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian DeWitt, Councilman

Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway Superintendent Joe

Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and County Legislator Ken Ronk. Councilman Robert Miller was

excused.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by SupervisorValk,

followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the

minutes of the Regular Meeting held on August L5,20L9.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Robert Miller was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Lion's Landing

Sal Patella updated the Town Board with the progress of Lions Landing. Mr. Patella explained the

following:
He has met with the Ulster County Department of Public Works. The guardrail system thatwill be

installed will replace the existing rails and be solid up to the bridge guardrail. There will be an open

space for a lockable bollard to be installed to allow for vehicles that may need to get in.

The gas lines have been marked, there will be no disturbance of that area.

Ulster County will clean up the west side of the property.

He met with the DEC who will be donating trees and shrubs under the Trees for Tribes progra m. They

will donate up to 30 slow growing trees and 70 low growing shrubs. The DEC will help the Lions Club

with planting on October 17ih. The DEC has established the types and amounts they would provide that

will help stabilize the river bank and retain the barrier. Mr. Patella advised that he spoke to the DEc

about the large dead tree on the property. They granted approval to have the tree dropped per their

regulations. Now that they have that approval, they are looking for volunteers to assist with that.

Since there is a utility pole near the site, the Lions Club would like to install a sign with low voltage LED

lighting. Mr. patella is suggesting that the sign tie into the architecture of Town Hall.
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ln the future the Lions Club would like to create a walkway with picnic benches on the site. The plan

would be slowly implemented.
Rail Trail
The Lions Club would like to purchase and install welcome signs on the RailTrail. They would also be

willing to volunteer and clean up the Rail Trail onceortwiceayear. Theywill work on designing a

sample and come back to present to the Town Board.

Red Top Road

Mr. Sal Patella spoke to the Town Board about the poor condition of Red Top Road. He explained that it
is a dead end road and is crumbling. He asked the Town Board to consider raising taxes to re-do this and

other roads in Town. Mr. Patella stated that other roads that are in better condition have been

resurfaced and paved. As a taxpayer, he is respectively requesting that Red Top Road get resurfaced

and paved to maintain the surface of the road.

Highway Superintendent Locicero explained that the reason he is working on Burnt Meadow Road was

because the Town of Gardiner was re-doing the road. The Town ofShawangunk owns 2300'ofthe road.

Since Gardiner was doing the road, Shawangunk got a very good price to do their portion. Mr. Locicero

explained that they put in new pipes, ditched, chipped the stumps, cleaned up and now that it has

settled, they are scheduled to pave next week. The schedule was held up because there were some

contract issues between the contractors involved.

Mr. Locicero explained that at the beginning of the summer the highway crew ditched and replaced

pipes as needed on Red Top Road. They widened and prepared the road with the intention to pave this

year. Unfortunately, there are insufficient funds to do the paving this year. He further explained that

there are one hundred miles of roads in the Town. The CHIPS funding total 5300,000.00. lf he had the

funding, he would do all the roads, the money is just not there. Mr. Locicero explained that it was

necessary to spend a great deal of money in the hamlet on a major water issue this year.

Mr. Patella stated he is respectively requesting that the roads in the poorest condition be the ones that
get the attention.

Sunset Trail
Danielle Curylo addressed the Town Board on the condition of Sunset Trail. She stated that she has

attended meetings and been inquiring what the plan of action is. She understands the money issues

and the delays, but there is a safety issue that exists. she continued to explain that there are forty-three
houses on Sunset Trail, which is a dead end road. The catch basins have no grates and she can stand in

someof them and it is knee deep. She isfearful for the many child ren that live on the road and ride
their bicycles. Ms. Curylo inquired how it is determined which roads get worked on. She noted that she
has seen work being done on Lake Shore Drive. Highway Superintendent Locicero agreed that the road
needs to be completely done over. He further explained that the entire road needs to be re-surveyed.
They don't know where the catch basins go, they cannot be used. The Town Engineer needs to go in
and re-survey the road and design a plan. They highway crew could come in and place temporary covers
on the catch basins.
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vision of Wallkill
Paul Mader invited the Town Board to the Weekend of Wallkill on September 20th and 21.'t. He also

extended the invitation for the board to participate in the potato peeling contest that will be taking

place on Saturday.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICES

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:

Amended 284 Agreement

The revisions to the 2019 284 Agreement were reviewed and discussed. A motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve the Amended Phase I of the

Agreement, not to exceed S317,000.00.

Hamlet Flooding

Mr. Locicero reported that the Town Engineer developed a drainage plan to solve the water problem in

the middle of the hamlet. The highway crew has done the work in the a rea of the homes that were

removed on Viola Street. Mr. Locicero reported that he gained permisslon to go on the EPCO property

to lower the pipe which will get the water flowing. They are moving forward with getting the water

removed in the hamlet.

Personnel

A new mechanic was hired, and he is working very hard to get the equipment back in shape.

Road Work
Mr. Locicero reported that he reviews the plans with the blacktop companies in February each year. For

various reasons, the plan is not always followed. For example, this year Park Avenue was not in the plan

to be paved at a cost of s75,000. Also, access from Bridge street to Railroad Avenue was built.

Additionally, for safety purposes, stop signs must be installed. Mr. Locicero advised that the sidewalks

will be built at a later date to avoid damage during construction. Following a discussion, a motion was

made by councilman Amthor and seconded by councilman watkins to install a four way stop at

Pleasant, Park, and Bridge Street, and a three way at Railroad and Bridge Street'

voTE: councilman watkins, aye, councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

POLICE CHIEF

Chief Marlatt reported the followinS:
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Things are running smooth with the start of the new school year.

As of August 31, 2019 the Dog Control Officer has resigned. Chief Marlatt explained that he has not

received a written formal resignation from Mr. Chiappetta but he has turned in all of his equipment.

Mr. Marlatt is requesting the Town Board consider accepting his resignation. A motion was made by

Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins to accept the resignation of Paolo

Chia ppetta.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

chief Marlatt advised that he will be discussing the DCO replacement and work on staffing with

Councilman Miller.

Supervisor Valk advised that he will be meeting with Police Chief Marlatt and the walden Humane

Society to work on an agreement for dogs to be dropped off by the Police. ln the meantime, the Police

officers will handle dog calls, and if needed, other Towns can provide coverage.

REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

PUBTIC SAFETY

No report.

WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk advised that the Town Engineer will be working on future upgrades.

PARKS

security cameras
Supervisor Valk distributed a speciflcation sheet provided by the Town's lT Company regarding a

proposal for a camera system at Garrison Park. The proposal was reviewed and discussed. Supervisor

Valk advised that a separate hook up for the park is necessary. A new recorder is necessary and an lP

address is needed. The cost of a new recorder is S1800.00. The Police department will be able to view
the system. The design, set up and installation were discussed; the total cost which includes all the
equipment, programming and installation is54,778.60. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and
seconded by Councilman Watkins to accept the proposal as submitted.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

Supervisor Valk advised that the donation previously received from the Southern Rotary Club can go
towards this expense.
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SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

No report.

RECREATION
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Halloween
Councilman Dewitt reported that the Halloween Parade in the hamlet will be held on Saturday, October

26th at 1 p.m., and in Walker Valley on October 27th. The Walker Valley Marching Band will lead off each

pa rade.

Tree Lighting

Councilman Dewitt reported that the AnnualTree Lighting will be held on Sunday, December 1't at 4

p. m.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk advised that he is still waiting to hear from Ulster County when they will be coming in

with the grinder. Councilman Watkins stated that the blocks at the Transfer Station need to have some

workdone. Hewill do a n assessment of the condition of the blocks a nd report back to the Town Board.

PERSONNET/PROCEDURES

Training

Supervisor Valk reported that the mandatory sexual harassment trainlng will be held on September 26th

at 1 p.m. in theCommunity Roomof TownHall. Mr. Valk advised that the Town Hall will needtobe
closed for the one hour training. There was a discussion as to whether the Town Board will accept

certification from another agency for employees who have had the training elsewhere. Supervisor Valk

advised, in addition, the Town will offer on-line computer training for all board members and park

employees. Mr. Valk stated that the Town's lnsurance Company is providing the training. A motion was

made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Watkins to accept another agency's training
for this year only and will be evaluated on an annual basis.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, abstain, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor
valk, aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

BUITDINGS

Supervisor Valk reported that the reconstruction of the handicap ramp at Town Hall will be started
within two weeks-
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COMPUTERS

Supervisor Valk reported that the Town's lT person has started to convert the office computers over to
Windows 10 from Windows 7. Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins advised that there are problems

with the Planning Board computer and the computer needs to be replaced.

Security
Supervisor Valk reported that since many municipalities have recently been hacked, he met with a

company that offers a Cyber & Network Security Risk Assessment. ln lieu ofthe cost for this they are

offering the work in exchange for eight referrals at other municipalities that may benefit from the

service. Mr. Valk distributed the quote from Manufacturing & Technology Enterprise Center to the

Town Board members so they can review. This will be tabled to the next Town Board meeting.

INSURANCE/PURCHASIN6

No report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Refinancing of Town Hall

Supervisor Valk reported that the bonding rating has stayed the same, and the bonds will be sold next

week.

NEW BUSINESS

wallkill commons

Supervisor Valk reported that the Town Attorney is in the process of preparing the conservation

easement for the Wallkill Commons project that will be used for drainage. He is requesting permission

for the Town Supervisor to sign the agreement when it is finalized. Following a brief discussion, a

motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to authorize the

Supervisor to sign the easement when complete.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

There were no budget transfers.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audited.
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Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 5th day of September
2019 at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman

Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Highway Superintendent Joe

Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and County Legislator Ken Ronk. Councilman Robert Miller was

excused.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,

followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on August L5,2OL9.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Robert Miller was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

Lion's Landing

5al Patella updated the Town Board with the progress of Lions Landing. Mr. Patella explained the
following:
He has met with the Ulster County Department of public Works. The guardrail system that will be
installed will replace the existing rails and be solid up to the bridge guardrail. There will be an open
space for a lockable bollard to be installed to allow for vehicles that may need to get in.
The gas lines have been marked, there will be no disturbance of that area.
Ulster County will clean up the west side of the property.
He met with the DEC who will be donatinB trees and shrubs under the Trees forTribes program. They
will donate up to 30 slow growing trees and 70 low growing shrubs. The DEc will help the Lions club
with planting on october 17th. The DEc has established the types and amounts they would provide that
will help stabilize the river bank and retain the barrier. Mr. Patella advised that he spoke to the DEC
about the large dead tree on the property. They granted approval to have the tree dropped per their
regulations. Now that they have that approval, they are looking for volunteers to assist with that.
Since there is a utility pole near the site, the Lions Club would like to install a sign with low voltage LED
lighting. Mr. Patella is suggesting that the sign tie into the architecture of Town Hall.
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ln the future the Lions Club would like to create a walkway with picnic benches on the site. The plan

would be slowly implemented.
RailTrail
The Lions Club would like to purchase and install welcome signs on the RailTrail. They would also be

willing to volunteer and clean up the Rail Trail once or twice a year. They will work on designing a

sample and come back to present to the Town Board.

Red Top Road

Mr. Sal Patella spoke to the Town Board about the poor condition of Red Top Road. He explained that it

is a dead end road and is crumbling. He asked the Town Board to consider raising taxes to re-do this and

other roads in Town. Mr. Patella stated that other roads that are in better condition have been

resurfaced and paved. As a taxpayer, he is respectively requesting that Red Top Road get resurfaced

and paved to maintain the surface of the road.

Highway Superintendent Locicero explained that the reason he is working on Burnt Meadow Road was

because the Town of Gardiner was re-doing the road. TheTown ofShawangunk owns 2300'ofthe road.

Since Gardiner was doing the road, Shawangunk got a very good price to do their portion. Mr. Locicero

explained that they put in new pipes, ditched, chipped the stumps, cleaned up and now that it has

settled, they are scheduled to pave next week. The schedule was held up because there were some

contract issues between the contractors involved.

Mr. Locicero explained that at the beginning of the summer the highway crew ditched and replaced

pipes as needed on Red Top Road. They widened and prepared the road with the intention to pave this

year. Unfortunately, there are insufficient funds to do the paving this year. He further explained that

there are one hundred miles of roads in the Town. The CHIPS funding tota I 5300,000.00. lf he had the

funding, he would do all the roads, the money is just not there. M r. Locicero explained that it was

necessary to spend a great deal of money in the hamlet on a major water issue this year.

Mr. Patella stated he is respectively requesting that the roads in the poorest condition be the ones that

get the attention.

Sunset Trail

Danielle Curylo addressed the Town Board on the condition of Sunset Trail. She stated that she has

attended meetings and been inquiring what the plan of action is. She understands the money issues

and the delays, but there is a safety issue that exists. she continued to explain that there are forty-three

houses on Sunset Trail, which is a dead end road. The catch basins have no grates and she can stand in

someof them and it is knee deep. She isfearful for the many children that live on the road and ride

their bicycles. Ms. curylo inquired how it is determined which roads get worked on. she noted that she

has seen work being done on Lake Shore Drive. Highway Superintendent Locicero agreed that the road

needs to be completely done over. He further explained that the entire road needs to be re-surveyed.

They don't know where the catch basins go, they cannot be used. The Town Engineer needs to go in

and re-survey the road and design a plan. They highway crew could come in and place temporary covers

on the catch basins.
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248-270
L06-7L4

L44-'J-58

9

L23-126

SEPTEMBER 5, 2019

S 41,831.31

s ss,304.19

5LO7 ,977 .46

5 LL,788.62

S ozo.sa

5 7,4L9.50

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: Councilman watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the

meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye, Councilman Miller was absent,

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


