REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 15, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 15th day of August 2019
at 7:OO P.M.
PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Police Chief Gerry Marlatt and
County Legislator Ken Ronk. Councilman Robert Miller was excused.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,
followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve the
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on July 18,2019.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Robert Miller was absent.
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter on 7 /30/19 from New York State Department of Public Service advising of a proposed gas a nd
electric rate increase. Letter from Brigitte Storti on 8/6/79 requesting relief from parking on Yarwood
Road.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

EMC

Mrs. Julie Craner and Mr. Dave Haldeman, representing the Environmental Management Council were in
attendance to discuss Battery Storage Facilities. Mrs. Craner explained to the Town Board that she
attended a seminar in Kingston sponsored by NYSERDA. Their message was that Towns should create a
law as soon as possible. There was a short discussion on creating the law for solar systems. Mrs.
Craner will share a copy of a model law and guide book that was provided. With that model law is a
checklist that explained reasons to have the law in place. One example used was for the safety of
emergency workers. Mr. Haldeman discussed a project in the Town of Ulster, he advised that creating

a

law will prevent problems down the road.
Danielle Curylo commented on the renewable energy issue. She shared that she lived on the west coast
and since renewable energy is so new, she would encourage the Town Board to partner with another
community in researching the practices and laws together as a community.
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Sunset Trail
Danielle Curylo addressed the Town Board on the condition of Sunset Trail. She stated that it's been
three years and so far, no work has been done. She has not been able to get answers from

Superintendent Locicero and inquired what the plan was. Councilman Dewitt noted that he and the
Supervisor walked the road at that time. Supervisor Valk stated that he was aware that the road work
was planned and will inquire with the Highway Superintendent and get back in touch with Ms. Curylo.
Garrison Park
Mr. Jack Bettens addressed the Town Board. He stated that he moved to the hamlet in 1970. He loves
the community and is active with the Wallkill Reformed Church. Mr. Bettens stated that he has
concerns with Garrison Park. One concern is that he had been hearing for quite some time that security
cameras would be installed. He stated that there are swings missing, broken equipment and broken
basketball nets. He has concerns with the overall decay of the park a nd inquired what the Town Board
has done to rectify the situation. He inquired what the intentions were for the park. He is concerned
about what the kids can do for recreation. Mr. Bettens also inquired about the S1,000 donation that
was made for the park by the Southern Rotary. He stated that he took the liberty to contact some
companies regarding surveillance cameras. He stated that if the Town would purchase some quality
equipment, it could last forever. Mr. Bettens stated that he will share the quotes he obtained with the
Town Board.
Supervisor Valk stated that the plan was to eliminate the basketball courts in the park, and perhaps
build pickle ball courts. The swing set is very old and you can't get parts for it. Mr. Valk explained that
when recreation fees are received, the Town can purchase a new swing set. He explained that kids from
other areas come into our Town and destroy the equipment. Mr. Bettens suggested there are other
ways to get around the problems, maybe the lights can be turned off at a specific hour. He stated that
there are basketball courts up at the middle school, and they are not vandalized. Councilman Dewitt
stated that the new equipment should be budgeted for. Supervisor Valk explained the recreation fee
process and shared that it's been over twenty years since there was a makeover of Garrison Park. Popp
Park is also in need of updating.
Mr. Bettens stated there has to be other recreation possibilities for the kids in the hamlet. Councilman
Dewitt explained that the summer recreation program was moved from the hamlet to Verkeerderkill
Park because the school did not want the program to continue there. The decision to move summer
camp was made because the Town owned the park and the expense of busing the kids to the county
pool every day would be elim inated. M r. Bettens thanked the Town Board for their time a nd stated he
will continue to get price quotes and share them with the Town.

Mr. Dave Haldeman inquired about the women who agreed to form a committee for ideas for
recreation, as they may be interested in working together with Mr. Bettens. Supervisor Valk will get the
names to see if they are interested in doing so.
Mr. Ken Ronk stated he agreed with Mr. Bettens and implored the Town Board to consider leaving at
least half of the basketball courts. Mr. Ronk shared that he has many fond memories as a kid playing
basketball in the park. He stated that pickle ball courts could get vandalized as well. Mr. Ronk also

REGULAR MEETING

PAGE THREE

AUGUST L5,2OL9

stated that he would provide the internet connection to the corner of the park. SupervisorValk stated
he will speak to the Town's l.T. person
Lions'Landing
Mr. Ken Ronk updated the Town Board on the status of Lions Landing. He stated that the county came
in and bulldozed, cleaned up and planted grass. The grass is growing nlcely and the Lions Club has
mowed it. Mr. Ronk stated that the gate that was requested is unlikely to happen. The guardrails will
be installed at a later date. After they are installed, the property will be transferred to the Town.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

The Supervisor's Report for July 2019 was submitted. The Town Clerk's Report of 527,309.77 lor July
2019 was submitted.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

No report
POLICE CHIEF

Chief Marlatt reported the following:
Personnel

Officer Galeno has been offered another position in Walden and may be resigning at the end of the
month. Presently they are discussing the possibility of staying part time.
Officer McDermott will be assigned the SRO posltion at the middle school to start off the school year.
Officer Zinicola is on military leave and not available. The Chief will schedule a meeting with the Police
Committee this month to discuss options for the staffing.
Equipment
The speed sign obtained from the DOD is being tested. lt has been set up across from the police station
and seems to be working fine.
Training
currently talking to Assistant superintendent of wallkill schools with regard to sRo & sPo Training. The
officers will be sent for training.
Police Station
Chief reported that they have been cleaning out the police station and garage. They are utilizing the
court storage area in Town Hall.
DOD Equipment
Some of the equipment obtained is still being worked on. The shredders are working great, one was
provided to the Bookkeeper's Office. The Humvee is still at the paint shop. He is still working on the
batteries for the electric cart.
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Councilman Dewitt inquired with the Chief Marlatt if he had been notified that Walker Valley Day has
been cancelled as it was posted on Facebook. Following a brief discussion, the Chief advised he was not
advised officially.
REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

HIGHWAY

lndian Springs Road
Supervisor Valk advised that he has received a request to lower the speed limit on lndian Springs Road.
Currently the speed limit is 55 miles per hour. Mr. Peter Meisel addressed the Town Board and
explained that he has lived on lndian Springs Road for twenty years. ln the past, the road was rural but
now there are a lot more houses, kids and driveways. Cars speed on the road, above the 55 mph. There
are a lot of hidden driveways and it is becoming more and more dangerous. Children cross lndian

SpringsRoadtogetonandofftheschool buses. Mr. Meisel stated that Oregon Trail is35mphandthe
other side needs to be lowered. Supervisor Valk stated that the Town Board will start the process.
Police Chief Marlatt noted that a request to lower the speed limit was last submitted in the early 80's. lt
was denied back then, but he feels it needs to be revisited. Councilman Watkins agreed that the speed
limit needs to be reduced. Following a short discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and
seconded by Councilman Amthor to send a letter to Ulster County to request a study be done to start
the process of lowering the speed limit on lndian Springs Road.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

County Legislator Ronk offered for the Legislature to do a resolution in support of lowering the speed

limit.
Prospect Heights Subdivision
Supervisor Valk advised that the paving has been done on Bert Mccord Drive. The Highway
Superintendent has advised that there is a small checklist to do prior to the Town Engineer signing off on

the road. Mr. Valk advised that the developer is looking for two C.O.s and one building permit. He
reminded the Town Board that the Town still has the option to pull the road bond. lt is his
recommendation that the two C.O.s and one building permit be granted with the condition that nothing
additional will be granted until the road is dedicated to the Town. A motion was made by Councilman
Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to approve two C.O.s and one building permit at this
time, with the agreement that no additional permits will be issued until Bert McCord Drive is dedicated
to the Town.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
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Rail Road Avenue
Supervisor Valk advised that the 284 Agreement will have to be amended. The connection to Railroad
Avenue is being worked on at this time. The Highway Department is doing the work under the CHIPS

funds. The Town will need to install stop signs for the intersection.
Yarwood Road
SupervisorValk acknowledged a letter received from a homeowner on Yarwood Road. Mrs. Storti is
requesting relief from the no parking signs on the cul-de-sac in front of her home. Supervisor Valk
advised that the Town did not approve the signs, therefore the Town could not enforce any regulations
regarding the posting of them.
Personnel
Supervisor Valk advised that a mechanic was hired for the Highway Department. He will be starting on
Monday, August 19, 2OL9.
Supervisor Valk advised that there is a n a rticle in the Association of Towns Magazine that addresses
Highway Departments. The name of the article is "Who's The Boss". Mr. Valk recommends reading the

article as he found it very informative.
PUBTIC SAFETY

WATER & SEWER
No report.
PARl(S

Summer Camp Refund
The request by Shane Ramdhany on behalf of Astor Services, for a camp registration refund was
discussed. The group had registered a child and the child was not able to attend camp. A motion was
made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to refund Astor Services the camp

registration fee of 5425.00
VOTE: Councilman watkins, aye, Councilman Dewift, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Miller was absent.

Holiday Wreaths
SupervisorValk advised that he has spoken to the President ofthe Lions Club regarding the light bulbs
for the wreaths. The Lions Club will pay for half of the bulbs.
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SIDEWATKS/LIGHTING

Councilman Amthor reported that he had walked Lavoletta Street with the Town Engineers to review
options in resolving the drainage problem. They will be addressing as soon as possible.
RECREATION

Councilman Dewitt reported that summer cam p would be finished tomorrow. There was a total of#57
children that attended this year. Breakfast and lunch was provided again this year by the school. Mr.
Dewitt advised that there were fewer children because of the age limit this year, which resulted in

fewer problems and a smooth camp program.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Valk reported that he is still waiting to hear from Ulster County on the date that the grinder

will be available.
PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Resignation
A letter was received from Planning Board Member, Kris Pedersen. Ms. Pedersen advised that she will
be moving to the Town of Plattekill and is resigning from the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board and

the Environmental Management Council as of August 37,2079. Supervisor Valk added that Kris applied
for the position in 1987 and has dedicated many hours to the position, it is with sadness that she is
leaving. A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Amthor to accept the
resignation from Ms. Pedersen, effective August 31,2019.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Supervisor Valk, aye. Councilman Miller was absent,

Training
SupervisorValk is setting up the training forSexual Harassment Training. The lnsurance Company will
be doing the training prior to October 12, 2019. Other arrangements will have to be made for highway
workers and other employees to have computer access.
Dog Fees
Supervisor Valk advised that Dog Control Officer Paolo Chiappetta has submitted his recommendations
for revisions to the current fee schedule. Mr. Chiappetta was present to address any questions and
explain his recommendations. Supervisor Valk advised that several of the recommendations are
addressed in Local Law #1 of 2013, sections 13 & 14. A copy

ofthe law was provided to the Court

Clerks

pass on to the Judge. The lm pound Fee needs to be updated. The Pooper Scooper Law was
discussed. Acopyof the proposed lawwill be reviewed. Also discussed was the need for a dog kennel

to
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now that policies have changed with the Walden Humane Society. Police Chief Marlatt explained that
the Humane Society does not accept walk ins anymore. Mr. Chiappetta advised that although the Town
has a contract with them, they deny taking 90% of dogs that need to be taken there. This new policy
leaves the Dog Control Officer and the Police Officers with no place to house the dogs. Councilman
Watkins stated he has a problem with the Humane Society's denialof taking dogs. Mr. Marlatt
explained that the existing kennel is not acceptable to NYS Ag & Markets. The Police Chief will follow up

with Dave Cordner, who offered to assist with building a kennel. Supervisor Valk thanked Mr.
Chiappetta for all of the work that he put into the proposed laws and fees.
BUILDINGS

Supervisor Valk advised that Watchtower Farms will be rebuilding the handicap ramp on September
23'd. The Town will be purchasing the materials and Watchtower will provide the labor. The total
expected time until completion is six weeks. Residents will have to use the Community Room Entrance

with the lift to access the building.
COMPUTERS

No report
INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Loft Ventures
Supervisor Valk reviewed a memo dated August 7, 2019 from the Planning Board, regarding Section ll of
the Rolling Hills Estates/Lott Ventures subdivision. The memo included a reduced bond estimate

recommended by the Town Engineer for 5465,900.00. The recommended amount to be required for
the escrow is 532,500.00. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman
DeWitt to authorize the reduced bond estimate to 5465,900, and set the escrow amount of S32,500.00.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
NEW BUSINESS

lntermunicipal Agreement
Supervisor Valk advised that he has received the lntermunicipal Agreement from Ulster County to share
information on Air B & B's. Mr. Valk explained that Ulster County will provide information to the Town
so the flre code can be enforced. A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by
Councilman Watkins to authorize the Supervisor to sign the lntermunicipal Agreement.
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VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.
BUDGET TRANSFERS

There were no budget transfers.
AUDIT OF CLAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT
ENERAT
HTGHWAY
WATER
SEWER
L|GHT

WARRANT
14
1.4
L4
74
8
TRUST&AGENCY 10
DRATNAGE DTSTRTCT 1

VOUCHERS
551-63r.
222-247
96-105
723-743
8
102-722
1

AMOUNT

s 50,153.38

s 67,318.50
514,319.04
5 26,2!9.34

s
s

s

1,595.44

5,650.05

450.00

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid
as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Miller was absent.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn the

meeting.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Miller was absent.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

