
REGUTAR MEETING ,uNE 20, 2019

Minutes of a ReBular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 20th day ofJune 2019 at
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Brian Amthor was excused. Also present
were Highway Superintendent Joe LoCicero and Police Chief Gerry Marlatt.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by SupervisorValk,
followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes
of the Regular Meeting held on June 6, 2019.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

Request from Steve Hayes for park rental refund, June 1.2,2019.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

There were no comments or questions from the audience.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

284 Agreement
Highway Superintendent Joe Locicero discussed Phase I of the 2019 Town of Shawangunk Highway 284
Agreement with the Town Board. M r. Locicero explained that the estimate of 543,675 for Burnt
Meadow Road may actually come in lower than the Town of Gardiner's price. Additional stone may
have to be purchased. The village streets that will be milled, leveled and getting a top course of asphalt
will be Viola, First, Second and Third, at a cost of 5176,200. Drainage work will be done with the catch
basins being reset and a swale to the creek to redirect the water. Work will be done on Bruyn Turnpike
which will get Fiber Mat and totals 554,607.80. Mr. Locicero explained that Ulster County is fiber
matting Bruyn Turnpike. Totalcost ofthe 284 Agreement is 5317,000. Mr. Locicero explained that if
there is enough funding left, he wants to do Hardenburgh Road. A motion was made by Councilman
Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to adopt the 284 Agreement as discussed, and sign it.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.
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Personnel

Mr. Locicero advised that he has hired two seasonal workers for weed whacking, flagging, cleaning and
preparing trucks. The two hired are Seth Dewitt and Matt Hansen, both at 515.00 per hour, starting
)une 24 , 2079 .

Equipment
Mr. Locicero advised that the flatbed broke down and since the department does not have a mechanic,

it needed to be taken to Strictly Ford for repair.

POTICE CHIEF

Surplus Equipment
Chief Marlatt advised that the forklift through the Department of Defense was picked up today and

seems to work well. The expense was zero with the exception of fuel for the transportation. Chief
Marlatt advised that he has discussed with Joe Locicero the items that are needed for the Highway

Department and he will begin searchingforthem. The Chief also advised thatthey requested and

located a stump Brinder and just need to go pick lt up. They also picked up an Electric Car which runs on
batteries. The Chief stated that he is working on getting it running. The cartakes six batterieswhich
cost 5100 each. He is working on a solution. Another piece of equipment they obtained is a Speed Sign.

The inside is all working, and he will continue to attempt to get it in working order.
Health Testing
Chief Marlatt advised that he attend a Chiefs meeting today. There was a company there that offered
to do preventive health testing for the Police Department and other town officials that are designated
for the services. They have a mobile facility and will come and set up for the testing. The Town of
Crawford is interested, and the thought is to combine the two towns for the same day.
Laws

Today he learned the details ofthe new Bail Reform Bill that takes effect January 2020. He said there
still are many questions and conflicts in the law. They anticipate there will be a drastic increase in

warrants. lt will not be necessary to see any photo lD, only requires that one self identifies and the
police must accept this. Cash bail will be gone. The JudBe will post unsecured bond on a person, the
bench warrant list gets greater. There was a discussion on procedures with additional information to
follow.
Personnel

Chief Marlatt advised that one full time officer who is stationed at the school has been activated for
three months of military duty. The months will be July, August and September.

REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

HIGHWAY
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Prospect Heights Road

Supervisor Valk explained that he received a letter from attorney David Donavan, representing Walter
Berkovic regarding the issuance of C.O.'s for houses built on Prospect Heights Road. Mr. Valk explained
that the letter eludes to possible litigation against the Town. He has requested Town Attorney Rich Hoyt
attend tonight's meeting to advise the Town Board prior to proceeding. Mr. Valk stated that the Town
Board willgo into Executive Session with Mr. Hoyt to discuss the options. A motion was made by
Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Miller to enter into Executive Session to discuss

litigation. VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye,
Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilman Amthor was absent. The Town Board entered into Executive Session

at 7:12 p.m.

A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to return to the
Regular Meeting at7:44 p.m. VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman
Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

Supervisor Valk explained that after discussing the issue, the Town Board has decided that the road
must be finished. Mr. Berkovic stated that he understands he must do the road and he will have it done
by October this year. He stated he was allowed to build #8 homes and needs the C.O.'s for lots #8 & #9.

He said this is a misundersta nding, he is willing to do the road and is only asking for these two C.O.'s so

he can close on them. Supervisor Valk stated that the Town Board remembers saying #4 C.O.'s could be

issued. As requested by Mr. Berkovic's attorney, and as a good faith effort, the Town Board will approve
a C.O. for lot #8. Supervisor Valk stated the Town Board will authorize the Building lnspector to issue a

C.O. on lot #8 provided all outstanding conditions like the raking and seeding are completed to his

satisfaction. No additional building permits will be authorized until the road is finished. Mr. Berkovic
requested clarification of the decision. Supervisor Valk stated the road needs to be worked on. Mr.
Berkovic said he needs more time. Mr. Valk again stated, no more C.O.'s and no more building permits

until the road is finished. Supervisor Valk advised that the Town Board has the right to pull the bond for
the road. Mr. Berkovic stated that his lawyer was not present for the Town Board to do that. Town
Attorney Hoyt stated for the record, in a 72 hour period, Attorney Donovan sent three strong letters to
him pertaining to this. He was very aware this topic was on the agenda tonight. Supervisor Valk stated
that this road issue has been going on for nine years and nothing has changed since 2008. Mr. Berkovic
stated that he is working on the road, the blacktopping will be done and ready to dedicate by October
1't. He wants to continue to build. lf the road is not finished then the Town Board can pull the bond,
which they can do at any time. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by
Councilman Dewitt to authorize the Building lnspector to issue a C.O. on lot f8. VOTE: Councilman
Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilman
Amthor was absent.
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to authorize the
Supervisor to start the process to pull the road bond by sending a letter of thirty day notice. VOTE:

Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye,
Councilman Amthor was absent.
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Town Attorney Hoyt stated that a copy of the July 14, 2014 memo from Town Engineer,loe Mihm, was

sent to Attorney Donovan. Mr. Hoyt clarified that the items in this memo are the reason that the Town

Board is making the motion.

PUBLIC SAFETY

SRO Agreement

SupervisorValk advised that a copy ofthe agreement was received from Town of Plattekill, he is still
waitinB for the agreement from the Orange County Sheriff's Department. Once they are received and

reviewed, the Chiefand Supervisor willcome to an agreement. Mr. Valk is requesting permission to sign

the SRO Agreement prior to the next meetin8. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded

by Councilman DeWitt to authorize SupervisorValkto sign the SRO Agreement with Wallkill Schools.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, SupeNisorVallq
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent,
Route 208

SupervisorValk discussed the reduction request on Route 208 from Chase Road to Robinson Avenue

on Route 208. He said the thought is that it would make it safer for the school children walking alon8

Route 208 if it were lowered from 45 mph to 35 mph. A motion was made by Councilman Miller and

seconded by Councilman Dewitt to authorize the Supervisor to request a traffic study in that area.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Coun.ilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Mille,, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye, Councilman Amthorwas absent,
Vehicles
Chief Marlatt stated that he will be getting license plates for the new truck so they can pick up

equipment on June 28th. He will start to get estimates for new cars since it is a six month wait.

WATER & SEWER

The proposal from layhawk Computer Software was discussed. The new software program was recently
purchased and utilized for the last water and sewer billin8. The proposal for makint programming

changes was requested so they can be effective priorto the next billing in October. A motion was made

by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the S1800.00 cost of making

those changes. The cost willbe split with half being paid from the water fund and halffrom the sewer
fund.

VOTCr Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, ay, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

PABrc

The request of Steve Hayes for a park rental refund for Popp Park was discussed. A motion was made by

Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to offer Mr. Hayes the option of a credit for
another date to lse the park, or issue the S100.00 refund.
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SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

No report.
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RECREATION

Councilman Dewitt advised that as oftoday there are #33 campers signed up for camp. He noted that
last year during the last week #30 additional children were signed up. Mr. Dewitt stated that they have

not made any hiring efforts as of yet. He is requesting permission to hire up to six counselors, three
being Junior Counselors, and three being Senior Counselors. The rate for the Junior Counselors would
be 511.50 per hour and Senior Counselors would be S1.2.50, with an additional S.25 per hour for
returning counselors. Councilman DeWitt stated that three Counselors-ln-Trainlng would be brought in

if there is an influx of additional children. Mr. Dewitt explained that the next Town Board meeting is

scheduled after camp starts. At that meeting he will advise of the names that were hired. A motion was
made by Councilman Dewitt and second by Councilman Watkins to approve the pay scales for the camp
employees. Councilman Dewitt advised that there is a meeting scheduled tomorrow with the Camp

Director where the numbers will be discussed.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

Supervisor Va lk discussed the proposa I from Sterling coming in at S5,950 for the cost of the a nnual
monitoring. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by

Councilman Miller to authorize the Supervisor to sign the agreement prior to the next scheduled Town
Board meeting date.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent,

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Land Use Fee Schedule

Supervisor Valk and Planning Board Chairman Mark Watkins discussed amending the Planning Board

fees to include a pre-application meeting fee of 5350, plus escrow for consultants, if needed. The fee

will cover two members and a secretary. A suggestion was made to change "conferences" to
"meetings" along with the 5350 fee. Mr. Watkins stated that this fee came at the request of applicants

as it cuts down money in the end by doing this. Town Attorney Hoyt stated that the developers are in
favor of these pre-meetings.

Solar

Amendments to the fees for Large Scale Solar were discussed. The recommendation was adding Large

Scale Solar as an exception to the size based fee for other Special Uses/Site Plans, and setting a flat fee

of 55,000, plus escrow.
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Building Permits
Amendments were discussed for targe Scale Solar to be 5350 per acre or portion thereofmeasured on

all areas within the perimeter fence.
Supervisor Valk recommended making these changes as discussed. Councilman Watkins stated by

adopting these new fees, the Town is saving moneyforthe developers. Town Attorney Hoyt pointed

out that the base fee is not supposed to make money for the Town. The escrow is dollarto dollar with
the expenses being shown.

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seaond by Counailman Watkins to adopt these revised

Land lJse Fees as discussed. VOTE: Counailman Watkins, aye, Counailman Dewitt, aye, Councilman
Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

BUII.DINGS

SupervisorValk discussed the proposalfrom NaturalPower Group and shared a spread sheet which
showsthe delivery portion of thebill. At this point, there is 51,000 that can be saved. Following a brief
discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to
autho ze the Supervisor to sitn the necessary paperwork to slgn up for the savings with Natural
Power Group. VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye,

supervisor valk, aye, councilman Amthor was abseni.

COMPUTERS

No report

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report

NEW BUSINESS

Planning Board

Chairman Mark Watkins discussed an issue with subdivisions that is happening without going through
the Planning Board process. He stated that parcels are being divided off by deed and tax mapping. He

requested that the Town Attorney draw up a letter to send to Ulster County in an attempt to avoid this
in the future. Mr. Hoyt explained by law that the County Clerk has to accept what is being filed and by

law Tax MappinE must map the parcels if a deed is filed. Following a disaussion a motion was made by
Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to send a letterto Ulster County Tax Mapping
signed by the Supe|isor and Planning Board Chairman. VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman
Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.
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A Resolution was offered by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt for the following
Budget Transfers:

|NCREASE 558120.400 TO TNCREASE SS599 s 85,000.00

TNCREASE 43120.200 TO TNCREASE A3120.200 5 44,449.80

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

AUDIT OF CTAIMS

The following claims were audlted.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL L2

HIGHWAY 12

WATER T2

SEWER T2

TRUST & AGENCY 8

450-485

172-!83
66-7 3

95-102

58-81

s 22,433.8s

5 23,373.47

5 21,496.92

5 2t,93L.74

5 7,028.2s

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt that the claims be paid

as audited.

VOTE: ALL AYE

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the
meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye, Councilman Amthor was absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


