REGULAR MEETING

MAY 16, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 14 Central Avenue, u/allkill, NY on the 16th day of May 2019 at
7:00 P.M.
PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman
Adrian Dewitt, Councilman Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Police
Chief Gerry Marlatt and Zoning Board Member Roger Rascoe
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,
followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes
of the Regular Meeting held on May 2, 2019.
VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Councilman

Amthor, abstain, Supervisor Valk, aye.
A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins to approve the
minutes of the Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing held on April 25, 2019.
VOTE: councilman watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, councilman Miller, abstain, Councilman

Amthor, aye, Supervisor Valk, aye.
CORRESPONDENCE

lnvitations were received from the American Legion for the Memorial Day Parade & Services to be held
on May 27,2019. lnvitations were received to attend Eagle Scout Ceremonies for Aida n Banks on May
25th and for Conor Byrne on June 8, 2019.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Supervisor Valk introduced Mr. Noah Nadelson from Munistat. Mr. Nadelson thanked the Town Board
for the invitation to attend the meeting and explained that Munistat is a Municipal Financial Advisory
Service who worked with the Town to get the bonds for the Town Hall Building in 2009. He explained

that there has been several changes in regulations over the years. The Town had a 10 year call option in
2009 on the Town Hall and a 9 year call option on a 2010 Sewer Bond. Both of those bonds can be
called on November 1't. The process can start 90 days in advance. Mr. Nadelson discussed the options,
timeline, and the process to refinance the bonds. A chart showing the savings and costs associated with
the process was reviewed. Following a discussion a motion was made by Councilman Miller and
seconded by Councilman Watkins to call the Sewer Bond and pay it off as the money is available.
VOTE:

Att

AYE.
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Mr. Nadelson discussed the disclosures that are required by municipalities when calling in bonds. He
confirmed that the Town Board is interested in proceeding with calling the bond and will be in touch
with the Supervisor with the necessary information. The Town Board thanked Mr. Nadelson for coming
to speak with them.
New York Planning Federation Conference
Mr. Roger Rascoe was present to give a report on the New York Planning Federation Conference he

attended this month. He thanked the Town Board for the opportunity to attend. Mr. Rascoe explained
that he attended eleven different sessions. Some of those classes were Design Based Zoning, SEQRA
Regulations, Hamlet Revitalization Planning, Zoning Trends, Comprehensive Plan/Zoning Code and the
relationship between the two of them. Mr. Rascoe explained the new concepts with today's zoning. He
stated that small hamlets are struggling all over the United States with their attempt to attract business
back to the communities. He learned that there is 28 square feet of retail space for every person in the
United States, compared to Australia, who has L4 square feet, and overall, another country has 10
square feet of retail space per person. Mr. Rascoe explained that the trend today is that people are
shopping on line through Amazon, or they are shopping in big box stores, not on Main Street. He
learned that people go out for "the experience" today. He stated that places in our town, such as the
prisons, Watchtower Farms, the schools, the Wallkill River, are reasons why people visit our town. Mr.
Rascoe shared that "form based zoning" is getting popular. The Town can provide the overall
perimeters in the zoning code. The Town Board would be part of the process. Choices can be offered in
some ofthe zoning districts. Mr. Rascoe provided materials for recreational opportunities. He spoke to
some sales people at the conference who would be willing to assist the Town Board with ideas of how to
convert some of the recreational equipment at the parks which was brought up by the public at the
planning workshops. Mr. Rascoe stated that overall, attending the conference was a valuable
experience.

Wallkill Ambulance Service
Ms. lngrid Malloy discussed a complaint that she is requesting assistance with from the Town Board.
Ms. Malloy explained that there was an accident on her farm where a child got hurt. The Wallkill Fire
Department, two Police Officers and the Ulster County Sheriff showed up and all did a great job. She
explained that the child couldn't be moved until the ambulance got there. The Wallkill Ambulance
never came and finally Pine Bush Ambulance showed up to do the transport. She does not find this
acceptable and asked the Town Board to take some sort of action.
Supervisor Valk explained that Mobile Life provides coverage from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. lt is up to the
local volunteer ambulance to cover weekends and nights. Ms. Malloy stated that this is not acceptable
since the taxpayers pay for them to take care of the residents. She expects them to provide the
coverage. Supervisor Valk stated it is an issue that needs to be addressed. Councilman Watkins
explained that there were problems before Mobile Life came on board but since they are coming into
the communities, the others have stepped up to the plate. Supervisor Valk explained the expense of an
EMT. The cost for Wallkill Volunteer Ambula nce would go from 580,000 a year to over 5300,000 a year.
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This would require going over the tax cap. He also stated that the Mutual Aid Agreement

with Mobile

Life who has been covering for one and a half years, has been working, but unfortunately, this call fell

through the cracks.
Police Chief Gerry Marlatt stated that he has seen a rapid decline in volunteers in the past ten years. He

explained that back to back calls are a problem. Mobile Life automatically gets dispatched in
circumstances when a backup is tied up. Ms. Malloy stated that she pays taxes to Wallkill Ambulance
and she wants them to respond. Chief Marlatt explained that responding to calls is a group effort with
the goal being to save lives. Police Officers are trained with the AED and basic life support. Five
Shawangunk Police Officers are now New York State EMT'S. Chief Marlatt stated that drivers are
needed, they are always Iooking for volunteers.
Ms. Malloy stated that she is paying and getting no service. Supervisor Valk stated that this issue needs

to be addressed at budget time. Councilman Miller explained that the Town Board has no control over
the local volunteers not coming out. Fire Commissioner Eric Orr stated that this is a problem throughout
New York State. The Fire Departments have been holding recruitment days and people are not lining up
door. Mr. Orr continued to explain that that the state requirements are demanding and

at the

community service is a problem that needs to be addressed together.
Route 208 Water lssue/Second Street
Delbe Spath advised the Town Board that he had a meeting with Highway Superintendent Joe Locicero
and New York State Department of Tra nsportatio n. The result is he is getting little help from the State
DOT with the water that is coming down Route 208. He stated that Highway Superintendent Locicero is
planning on installing a catch basin which in his opinion won't solve the problem. Mr. Spath feels the
sidewalks need to be raised to stop the water. He shared that this has been going on for six years, and
he may have to speak to a lawyer.
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS

The Supervisors Report for April 2019 was received. The Town Clerk Report for April 2019 for
530,862.27 was received. The Tax Collector Penalty Report for 55,993.49 for April 2019 was received.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
No report.
POLICE CHIEF

Bruyn Turnpike
Chief Marlatt advised that the reduction from 55 mph to 45 mph on Bruyn Turnpike has been approved
by New York State Department ofTransportation. The speed limit is in effect from Hoagerburgh Road to

the County Line. Supervisor Va lk stated that if the Town Boa rd wishes to lower the speed lim it on other
portions of Bruyn Turnpike, they will need to apply separately for that. Mr. Valk stated that the Highway
Superintendent is aware of the approved zone and will be ordering the new speed limit signs.
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Training
Chief Marlatt advised that they have been utilizing the no cost training that has been available through
DCJS. The Department now has three certified part time Field Training Officers. Chief Marlatt explained
that he wanted to get at least one full time officer certified. After the training was completed, it was
realized that there was a 5300 bill. The Department has one officer certified to fix weapons. The
expiration of his certification is coming up, the cost to re-certify is 5250. All Police Officers have been
qua lified at

the range.

Memorial Day
A request from the American Legion to assist with the parade was received. Chief Marlatt advised that
he wishes to utilize crossing guards to avoid overtime.
SRO Agreement

Chief Marlatt advised that the contract wlth Wallkill School expires on June 30'h. He is requesting
additional time to review and compare contracts.
Vehicles & Equipment
Chief Marlatt reported that the Humvee has been received by the Department. The paperwork has
been completed with the Department of Motor Vehicles. He would like to get it painted. chief Marlatt

reported that he has researched the idea of converting the golf cart over to gas, the cost is too great. He
is still looking on the Department of Defense site to replace it. ln addition, they have located a speed
sign in upstate New York which needs to be picked up after final confirmation is received. Also received
from DOD are jackets and duffle bags.
Dog Control
Chief Marlatt advised that the Dog Control Officer is back on the job. There has been a lot of activity
and he has been very busy. Chief Marlatt advised that there was a light bar that was taken off a vehicle
that he would like to put on the DCO vehicle to enhance safety. The Town board members were in
favor of the light bar being installed on the vehicle.
Building
Chief Marlatt reported that the heating unit is up and running. Chief Marlatt inquired if therewasa
company he could call when repalrs were needed, without getting three bids.
Personnel
Chief Marlatt advised that a meeting needs to be scheduled with the Police Committee to fill a vacant

position in the Department.
REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

HIGHWAY

Supervisor Valk explained that last year there was a discussion on how many homes could be built in the
Prospect Heights Subdivision prior to the road being completed. On June 7, 2018 a discussion with Mr.
Berkovic and Mr. Larry Marshall took place at a Town Board meeting. The discussion was not recorded
in the minutes of that meeting. Supervisor Valk stated that presently the builder has #7 building permits

with #4 of them having certificates of occupancy. The issue is the finish date for the road. Followinga
discussion, it was agreed that the builder had permission to get only #4 C.O.'s until the road is finished.
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At the time of the discussion, it was agreed that the road would be finished in June 2019. Supervisor
Valk noted that in Phase ll, there is a condition for the road to be dedicated to the Town.
PUBLIC SAFETY

Supervisor Valk advised the agreement with Wallkill School for the SRO's will be tabled for further
research.
WATER & SEWER

Supervisor Valk advised that the buildings on the Wallkill Center property have been torn down. He
explained that the contract for the new water line is be ready to be signed. ln his absence, he requested
to have Deputy Supervisor Dewitt sign the agreement.
PARKS

Councilman Dewitt advised that the mulch was delivered today for Garrison Park. Highway
Superintendent LoCicero will have it moved. Clean up of all the other parks is ongoing.
Supervisor Valk advised that the flowers the town receives annually from the Correctional Facility will be
a little later this year. They will be ready to be picked up after Memorial Day. Supervisor Valk explained

that in the past the Correctional Facility mowed and maintained the cemetery at the intersection of
Route 300 and Route 208. Councilman Dewitt advised that this area has been included in the lawn
mowing bid this year. He will call and request it to be mowed.
SIDEWATKS/LIGHTING

Supervisor Valk advised that he has discussed options with Highway Superintendent Locicero about
raising the sidewalk on Second Street. He requested Councilman Amthor follow up on those discussions

with Mr. LoCicero.
RECREATION

No report.
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Councilman Watkins inquired about the status of a shed for the electronics at the Transfer Station.
Supervisor Valk advised that he is in the process of having one moved to accommodate the electronics.
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PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Grievance Board Clerk
Supervisor Valk advised that Grievance Day is be held on the fourth Tuesday in May. Mr. Valk advised
that Kathv Ebbrell has agreed to serve as clerk for the board this year. A motion was made by
Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to appoint Kathy Ebbrell as the Clerk to the
Grievance Board for 2019, at her current rate of pay.
VOTE: ALL AYE

Audit
Supervisor Valk advised that the Audit Reports for 2018 have been received and emailed to the Town
Board Members.
BUILDINGS

No report.
COMPUTERS

Councilman Amthor advised that the website

is

finished and being proofed.

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Orange County Enterprises Subdivision
Supervisor Valk explained that this subdivision on Mountain Road was approved in 2006. The
Conservation Easement was never accepted by the Town Board. Mr. Valk is requesting authorization to
sign the Conservation Easement when the Town Attorney is finished with the final review of the
language. A motion was made by councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to authorize
Supervisor Valk to sign the Conservation Easement when finalized by the Town Attorney.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
Supervisor Valk advised that the acceptance of the proposed town road in this project will be on hold
until a letter is received from the Highway Superintendent and a bond is prepared.
NEW BUSINESS

No new business discussed.
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

A Resolution was offered by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt for the following
Budget Tra nsfers:

|NCREASE SM59950.400

TO INCREASE

SM599

5 94,795

TRANSFER 5500,000 from the sewer portion in the Capital Reserve Account into the Operating

Sewer Fund Bala nce.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
AUDIT OF CLAIMS
The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT

WARRANT

VOUCHERS

GENERAL

10

360-404

5 47 ,659.07

HIGHWAY

10

t52-771

s 34,668.s8

WATER

10

58-65

SEWER

10

88-94

5 21.,353.t7
S 2o,s30.70

5

LIGHT
TRUST &

AGENCY

6

5

41-56

AMOUNT

51,748.73

5

3,0s0.94

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor that the claims be
paid as audited.
VOTE:

Att

AYE

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Amthor and seconded by Councilman Miller to adjourn the meeting.
VOTE: ALL AYE.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk

