
REGULAR MEETING MAY 2, 2019

Minutes of a Regular Meeting held by the Town of Shawangunk Town Board, County of Ulster, State of
New York, at the Town Office Building, 1.4 Central Avenue, Wallkill, NY on the 2nd day of May 2019 at
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Robert Miller, Councilman Adrian Dewitt, Councilman
Matthew Watkins and Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Councilman Brian Amthor was absent. Also present
were Highway Superintendent Joe Locicero, Police Chief Gerry Marlatt, and Ulster County Legislator Ken

Ronk.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Emergency exits were announced by Supervisor Valk,
followed by a brief moment of silence and the pledge to the flag.

APPROVAT OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to approve the minutes
of the Regular Meeting held on April 18, 2019.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, abstain, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor
Valk, aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter dated May 2, 2019 was received from Glen Kubista, notifying the Town of Shawangunk that he is
filing an application to the New York State Liquor Authority on behalf of Pasquale's Wallkill at 26 Wallkill
Avenue. Mr. Kubista is requesting a letter waiving the 30 day hold by the municipality. Following a brief
discussion, it was agreed that the Town Board has no objection to waiving the rights to the 30 day hold
for this application. Pasquale's Wallkill is the purchaser of Rob's Pizza.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FTOOR

Natural Power Group
supervisor valk explained that the Town of shawangunk is a climate smart community. Hemetwith
Natural Power Group to discuss selling power to the Town. Mr. Valk further explained that Sarah Bower
& Harry Turbush have been operating the Wallkill Hydroelectric plant the Town for 30 years. He invited
them to come to the meeting to explain their program. The Turbush's run generating plants in Wallkill,
Salisbury Mills and Wappingers Falls. Mr. Bower explained that the Wallkill plant allocated out in three
months. The wallkill plant is a 450 kwh hydroelectric plant that produces on average 2,000,000 kwh
per year. He further explained that the plant was overhauled last year and additional spots are opening
up in Wallkill now that the other plants are operating. Mr. Bower explained that by law they previously
sold electric to Central Hudson. Now the law allows them to sell to customers. The customers receive
credit on their Central Hudson bill in proportion to their agreed percentage of production. Supervisor
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Valk explained that the Town has a two year contract with Direct Energy; he believes the Town can get
the 10% additional d iscount.

Mr. Delbe Spath reported that he attended a presentation on "The Basin" at the Knights of Pythias Hall a

few days ago. Mr. Spath said it was very interesting and informative.

Mr. Al Smiley inquired about the damage to the ramp on the Town Hall Building. Supervisor Valk
explained that water was trapped where the railings were and froze which caused the bricks to weaken
and break off. Mr. Valk advised that he met with Watchtower yesterday, and they have offered to do
the repa irs.

County Legislator Ken Ronk presented a total of #10 Tick Signs that can be posted at the Rail Trail and at
the Town Parks.

Mr. Ronk advised that the bridge overlook property has been removed from the tax sale. Ulster County
is working on a resolution to transfer the property over to the Town at a total cost of 51.00. He stated
that the County will be making the improvements to the property prior to the transfer.

Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing

Supervisor Valk advised that the Public Hearing is still open from April 25th. He invited anyone to make

any comments or ask questions. There were no comments or questions from the audience. A motion
was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to close the Public Hearing.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman OeWitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent LoCicero reported the following:

The cHIPS final number is 5227,254.00. The Town is receiving less than last year.

He is finalizing the 284 Agreement and it will be available soon.

The water issues on Third Street are on the list to be worked on. The department will be installing a

catch basin that will push the water across the road.

Supervisor Valk advised that the 550,000 grant to go towards the new highway vehicle has been

received.
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Police Chief Marlatt reported that the heating system at the station is still having problems. He spoke to
the contractor who is suggesting a new system. He requested that he come over to evaluate the system
to discuss other options. The contractor has agreed to do that and will report his findings directly to the
Supervisor.

The Police Blotter will start appearing in the Wallkill Valley Times once again. A new officer has been
assigned to the task.

Last year the Town was denied for the Traffic safety & sToP DWI Grants. He has discovered that several
other municipalities were also denied because both the Buckle Up program and Traffic Safety program

were lumped together. The program is data driven, based upon crash and accidents. The money won't
be granted if there is not a problem at a particular location. The DWI funding looks promising for 2020.
He will be submitting a new plan in a few weeks.

The federal access to the Department of Defense program is still being worked on with Mark Pirog. The

Chief advised that he met with the Town of Crawford today, and they have offered to give the Town a
Humvee at no cost which they are no longer in need of. The vehicle is in good shape and up to date with
maintenance. They can use it for whatever is needed, parades, events, etc. The Department of Defense

allows this equipment to be transferred, it cannot be sold. The options to dispose of a vehicle is to
return it or turn it over to another municipality. Following a discussion, a motion was made by
Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to accept the Humvee from the Town of
Crawford.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

Chief Marlatt advised that along with a Traffic Safety Sign, he is still requesting other items from the
Department of Defense.

Chief Marlatt is Setting estimates to replace the water pump on car 584, along with a list of items that
need to be done-

The new car came with the siren and air horn not working. A technician is coming out to make the
repa irs.

Getting estimates from NYcoMCo for computer modems to get installed. car 5g5 is being used for
school, so they will be pullang the equipment out to be installed in the new car.

There was a discussion on the issue of Albany Post Road being closed on Saturday morning in the Town
of Montgomery for a non-profit event at Angry orchards. Chief Marlatt explained that there was
miscom munication, and the non-profit will be notified that they need permission next year. chief
Marlatt stated that he will work directly with the Montgomery Police for future events. Supervisor Valk



REGULAR MEETING PAGE FOUR MAY 2, 2019

stated he was concerned because Mobile Life is stationed at Al Valk Garage and did not know about the
road closure. Chief Marlatt will draft a letter to send.

Chief Marlatt advised that Officer McDermott spoke to the owner of the Barber Shop with regard to the
one hour parking slgn. He was advised to call the police when the problem is happening, and they will
help. To date there has been no phone calls.

REPORT OF TOWN COMMITTEES

HIGHWAY

Supervisor Valk stated the Third Street water issue was explained by the Highway Superintendent
earlier.

PUBLIC SAFETY

No report

WATER & SEWER

No report

PARKS

Councilman Dewitt advised that rubber mulch can be purchased at a special rate in April. Mr. Dewitt
said Garrison Park needs a 3" layer of mulch. lf purchased in bulk, the cost for this would be 54,370.00
which includes the trucking. Following a discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and

seconded by Councilman Miller to purchase the mulch in bulk for Garrison Park. Mr. Dewitt will prepare

a purchase order.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

Supervisor Valk advised that recreation fee money will be coming in this month which will be helpful in

purchasing new equipment for all ofthe parks. Councilma n Dewitt advised that the cleanup of the

parks has been on-going.

SIDEWALKS/LIGHTING

No report
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Councilman Dewitt discussed the Discipline Policy that was enforced last year at summer camp. He is

proposing that the policy be attached to the registration application package. Following a short
discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to include

the Discipline Policy to the registration package for 2019.

Councilman Dewitt advised that the mandatory vaccination issue has not been addressed for this year.

Supervisor Valk inquired what the Ulster County Department of Health reBulations were. Therewasa
concern with the recent measles outbreak. All were in agreement that Councilman DeWitt will inquire
what the Ulster County Health regulations are and will follow suit.

SupervisorValkaskedforclarificationifVerkeerderkill Park was closed during camp. Councilman Dewitt
advised that only portions of the park are closed during camp hours. Barricades are put up so cars

cannot drive into the areas that the campers are in.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

No report

PERSONNEL/PROCEDURES

Supervisor Valk explained that the Highway Department has a seasonal employee working part time.
After discussing the matter with Civil Service, the recommendation was to create a part time Laborer
position. The Highway Superintendent is in agreement of creating the position. Mr. LoCicero added
that the man is a great asset to the department, he mows, plows and does many other tasks. Following
a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Miller to
create the position.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, abstain, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk
aye. Coun€ilman Amthor was absent.

BUITDINGS

Electric, Plumbing & Heating
Councilman Dewitt reported that since the last meeting he has contacted the bidders to get clarification
on some of the information that was submitted. After review, he has concluded that Olympic Electric is
the lowest bidder and is recommending that olympic Electric be retained. A motion was made by
Councilman DeWitt and seconded by Councilman Miller to retain the services of Olympic Electric.
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VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

Councilman Dewitt advised that there were bidders for the Plumbing & Heating, and he will call around

to get some quotes.

COMPUTERS

No report

INSURANCE/PURCHASING

No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

M54 Annual Report for 2018

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Miller to approve the 2018

MS4 Report and authorize Supervisor Valk to sign for submittal to the DEC.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Oewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,

aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

Supervisor Valk advised that the MS4 Report will be listed on the Town Web Site.

NEW BUSINESS

SupervisorValk advised that NewYork State has announced the grant program thatwill beavailable. He

has reviewed the programs and feels that the Town may be eligible for the Water Front Revitalization

and Main Street Grants. He has called a grant writer and will be meeting with her next week. Mr. Valk

added that these opportunities out there may fit in with the Comprehensive Plan.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

There were no budget transfers.

AUDIT OF CLAIMS

The following claims were audited.

ACCOUNT WARRANT VOUCHERS AMOUNT

GENERAL 9 314-359 S 41,893.33
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A motion was made by Councilman Dewitt and seconded by Councilman Watkins that the claims be
paid as audited.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

AD.,OURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Dewitt to adjourn the
meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor Valk,
aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Jane P. Rascoe

Town Clerk


