APRTL 25, 2019

PUBLIC HEARING

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Minutes of a Public Hearing regarding the results of the recent Community Survey regarding
proposed revisions to the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Shawangunk, held by the Town
Board of Shawangunk, Ulster County, State of New York at the Town Office Building, 14 Central
Avenue, Wallkill, New York on the 25th day of April 2019.
were Supervisor John Valk, Councilman Brian Amthor, Councilman Adrian DeWitt,
Councilman Matthew Watkins, Town Clerk Jane Rascoe. Also present were Planning Board
members Richard Barnhart and Mark Watkins, Zoning Board member Roger Rascoe, Town
Attorney Richard Hoyt, Planning Consultant Bonnie Franson, and several members of the
community. Councilman Robert Miller was excused from the meeting. Emergency exits were
announced by Supervisor Valk, followed by the pledge to the flag.
PRESENT

Supervisor Valk opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Valk explained that this was the
first of two public hearings that will be held in accordance with Town Law 272 A during the
process of updating the Comprehensive Plan. The workshops were held in Wallkill and Walker
Valley on January 26, 2019. He further explained that this Public Hearing is to provide further
public participation in the preparation of the revisions to the Comprehensive Plan. The survey
results are posted on the Town Website. Supervisor Valk turned the meeting over to Planning
Consultant Bonnie Franson who collected the data for the survey.
Ms. Franson explained the purpose of this meeting was to provide an overview of the survey
results following the workshops that were held in January this year. Ms. Franson stated that
additionalfeedback is still welcome. She explained that the existing Comprehensive Plan is the
basis of the current zoning which is ten years old. This process will gage what will happen in the
next ten years. Specifically, the Town Board is looking at the revitalization of the two hamlet
areas, wallkill and walker Valley. Ms. Franson advised more than 65% of the residents who
responded to the survey reported that they have lived in the town for more than 15 years. She
stated that 70% of the input from the survey was from residents on the east side of the Town,
and the hamlet. she stated that additional information may be needed to determine
recommendations for Walker Valley. Ms. Franson explained that the next step in the process
would be for the Re-Zoning committee to develop a draft plan with another Public Hearing to
follow. She advised that the Existing Conditions Report and the Survey Results are both listed
on the Town Website.
Ms. Franson stated some important things to point out from the survey results are:
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The overall goals in the old plan are still supported and are important.

There is 50% support for change with the uses broadened.
Planning approval should be simpler.
Large interest in the Riverwalk along with water enhanced businesses.
Most agree that they like the hamlet to appear traditional with no large scale buildings.
There is 50% support for mixed uses.
Most feel the need for some balanced Design Guidelines without deterring development.
Eating establishments, food related businesses, tourism related wineries, event venues, and
Borden Farm related events are the preferred uses.
The 146 acres of the Borden property in the B-C & HWG Zones is not developed.
Land use options within the 76 acres in the HWG Zone up Route 208 need to be explored.
There were fewer replies l32o/o\ lo new residential development, most have a preference to
single family dwellings.

Character of the Town rated positive for the River, Library, Rail Trail, Borden Farm Views,
Mountain Views, School System, Sidewalks and Riverwalk.
Need to clean up the appearance in the Gateway Zone with reasonable design guidelines for
owners.
The meeting was opened up for questions and feedback. Ms. Franson stated that the survey
results are on the Town Website along with this PowerPoint presentation.
Lori Schmidt inquired if funding was available for home improvements?

Supervisor Valk explained that a plan is needed first, then the zoning changes, following that,
research for money could occur. Ms. Franson stated that there is federal and state grant
money available.

there was grant money available for historical buildings for preservation.
Ms. Franson stated there are federal and state grants, tax credits and matching economic
development grants. Mr. Patella stated that he looks forward to the new restaurant coming to
the hamlet as it could be a draw for people to come into the hamlet. Ms. Franson agreed and
noted that people like to go to places that are walkable.
Jessica Kilpatrick stated that she thinks the hamlet needs family, friendly recreation to the river.
She thinks that a river park should be connected by sidewalks and trails. Ms. Kilpatrick inquired
if there were any survey results about the existing park? Ms. Franson advised that this is a
process still in progress, residents are encouraged and welcomed to contact the Town Board
with ideas for activities. Ms. Kilpatrick inquired about the condition of broken swings and
equipment in Garrison Park. She inquired about security cameras. Supervisor Valk advised that
Garrison Park is on the radar of the Town Board. They are working on installing cameras and
possibly replacing the basketball hoops with pickle ball or tennis courts. They are open to
ideas. Councilman Dewitt advised that new mulch is being purchased as well.
Sal Patella inquired

af
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Emilv Spivev suggested the Town offer incentives so that new businesses would not have the

hurdle of laying out so much initial capital. Supervisor Valk advised of the Revolving Loan
Program. Ms. Spivey suggested some out of the box incentives. She noted that there is not a
Chamber of Commerce in our area. Councilman Amthor explained that he is working with the
New Paltz Chamber on developing a sub-chamber. Mr. Amthor noted that there are many
other businesses in the Town, not just what is on the Main Street.
Ms. Spivey noted open space, tourism and ridge views. Ms. Franson stated that these types of
uses can be regulated through a new by-way zone along Route 52. Ms. Franson referred to the
recently passed Country lnn Law, which is also supported by the survey results.
Ms. Spivey stated the hamlet should have a small grocery store. Ms. Franson advised there has
to be a market for it. The regulations are in place to allow this to happen. She suggested that
perhaps the Chamber can follow through to match up and entice someone to open a small
grocery store. Ms. Spivey questioned why this was not done in the previous Comprehensive
Plan. Supervisor Valk noted that it wasn't brought u p at that time. He mentioned that the
Vision of Wallkill tried to activate the business community several years ago.
Tracev Wvsant stated she is excited for the plan. She advised that the water situation at Third
Street & Bonaventura has not been addressed after many tlmes of speaking with the Town
Board. Ms. Wygant stated that she had a sinkhole in her back yard. Supervisor Valk stated he
would refer the situation to the Highway Superintendent next week.
Joe Russek inquired if short term lodging was brought up in any of the survey results. Ms.
Franson stated that Air B&B did not come up in the plan, she questioned in general, if there was
support. She stated the Bed & Breakfast needs to be owner occupied. The short term rentals
will be a process to address. Rich Hoyt stated that all zoning has to be based on the
Comprehensive Plan. He stated the first step is to re-zone portions of the Town.
Sal Patella stated that a small grocery store or coffee shop can be successful if it is the right
person running the business. You can't blame the Town Board if the business is not successful.
Tom Sikota stated he moved across from the high school three and a halfyears ago. He
graduated from Wallkill Schools and stated the recent sidewalks that were put in are great. He
has concerns with the school children walking along Route 208 where there are no sidewalks.
His second issue is the flooding on Third Street. He stated that he remembers a sewer drain
that flooded his cousin's house about 12 years ago. He q uestions how the Town can allow
additional building when the infrastructure can't handle what is existing. Ms. Franson
explained that when new projects are proposed, the Planning Board addresses those drainage
issues. She explained that what may be needed is a Capital lmprovement Plan. Mr. Sirota
stated he loves the smalltown, but the realism is that everyone leaves town to go to work, out
of convenience, they get their coffee out of town. What is needed is a way to figure out how to
keep people here in the town. Supervisor Valk stated that not all business people can be
successful business people.
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Julie Omstead stated she has lived in Wallkill for two years and loves

it.

Her concerns are, the

roads are falling apart, the houses are falling apart, how can the Town Board create something
new when everything presently is falling apart. Supervisor Valk explained that the Highway
Superintendent is an elected position. He makes the decisions on what to fix, not the Town
Board. He further explained that a few years ago, a proposition was defeated to change the
position to an appointed position. Ms. Olstead questioned what can be done to protect her

investment. Supervisor Valk explained that the highway budget is 1.7 million, which does not
roadsintheTown. The options would be to raise taxes; the
Town Board could override the tax cap if they choose to.
Kate Usewicz stated that the Town needs something novel and different where people will
want to come in to the town. The Rail Trail is great, but unlike Gardiner, there is nowhere to
stop in and buy anything.
Nessie Ellish wanted it brought to everyone's attention that there were a few participants
present from Walker Valley. She questioned what other ways were available to find out the
needs of the Walker Valley community are. Ms. Franson explained that they would still be
plann ing for Walker Valley. There can be additional outreach and surveys. Oneofthe
challenges is the small community is so close to Pine Bush. Development can happen in the
Route 52 corridor. She further explained that infrastructure may be cost prohibitive, water and
sewer development is very costly.
Joe Russek stated that there are six or seven people who own most ofthe commercial property
in Walker Valley, the percentage of people who showed up is in perspective to the population.
Delbe Spath suggested that a solar farm on the Brown Junkyard property would be a good start.
Emily Spivey questioned if the Borden Dam Road issue was going to be considered in the
Comprehensive Plan. She stated that without a through road, it is a problem for emergency
services. Not to mention the residents go to Walden because they don't have direct access to
the hamlet. Supervisor Valk stated grant money may be available for a through road. Ms.
Spivey expressed concern on how to get the roads fixed. Supervisor Valk said taxes would have
to be raised. Ms. Franson explained that when new projects happen, the developer has to put
in their own facilities and a district is created. lf there are specific problem areas, a district can
be formed to pay for improvements, but the expense will be borne by the people in that
district. Rich Hoyt explained that residents tend to say no, they don't want to pay higher taxes.
They would have to vote for it, and that is not likely to happen. He also explained the same is
true for a Business lmprovement District, it is the same principle. Businesses have it hard
enough without paying additional taxes.
A resident questioned what can be done for the places that people are letting go. Supervisor
Valk explained that Code Enforcement could issue violations.
go farwhen there are 91 milesof

Supervisor Valk thanked the residents for attending the Public Hearing. He advised that when
the draft revisions are formulated, SEQRA will start. Ms. Franson invited the residents to send
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any comments, thoughts, or ideas to the Town 8oard. Supervisor Valk advised that the Public
Hearing will remain open and the Town Board will accept input until the next meeting on May

2,2019. The comments can be submitted to the Town Clerk or directly to Ms. Franson.
A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Councilman Amthor to adjourn
the Public HearinB until the May 2nd Town Board meeting.

VOTE: Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Amthor, aye, Supervisor
Valk, aye.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
Jane P- Rascoe

Town Clerk
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comprehensive Plan Public Hearing
Supervisor Valk advised that the Public Hearing is still open from April 25th. He invited anyone
to make comments or ask questions. There were no comments or questions from the

audience. A motion was made by Councilman Watkins and seconded by Council Dewitt to
close the Public Hearing.
VOTEi Councilman Watkins, aye, Councilman Dewitt, aye, Councilman Miller, aye, Supervisor
Valk, aye. Councilman Amthor was absent.

